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PROPOSALS * 
HUMBLY PRESENTED | 
To his Highneſs OLIVER 
Lord Prote&or of England, &c. and to 
the High Court of Parlament,now aflſembled , 


For the calling to a trus and juſt Accompt all (ommittee-men, Sex 

queſtratars , Treaſurers / Excize and Cuſtam-Commiſoioners, 
FT Colleftors of Monethly fJeſſments, and all other Perſons that 
J have been entruſted with the Publick Revenue ; or have in 
4 their Cuſtody any thing of value appertaining to the Common- 
wealch, | 


"0. EY 


Several Reaſons for the Doing thereof, and the Waies bow it may 
bee exatily done, and ſeveral Preſidents by Afts of Parla- 
lament for the due and ſtrif execution of the ſame , for the 
Hmar of God, and Eaſe of the good People of this Nation in 


general in their Taxes. 


: AL $ 0, 
Y For the Regulating of the Manufafture of Gold and Silver Thread 


and Wyer ; aud for the paſSing an 48 againſt Tranſporting Gold 
and Silver, and againſt Melting down the Currant Silver Monies 
of the Nation: l 
LIKEWISE, 
A Narrative af the Proceedings in the Court of Admiraltie againſt 
the Silver-Ships, Sampſon, Salvador, and George. 


By THO. VIOLET of Lam Goldlmith, 


Prov. vt. 16. When it goeth well with the Righteous,the City rejoiceth j 
And when the Wicked periſh, there is co 
' FoſÞ.7. Ig, 20,21. Luke16.1,2. 
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PROPOSALS © 
HUMBLY PRESENTED | 
To his Highneſs OLIVER 


1 Lord Prote&or of England, &c. and to 
the High Court of Parlament;now afſembled , 


has. al AY 0 0 


For the calling to a true and ju Accompt all ( ommittee-men, Se> 
queſtratars , Treaſurers / Excize and Cuſtem-Commiſoioners, 
Collefors of Monethly {eſſence , and all other Perſons that 
have been entruſted with the Publick Revenue ; or have in 
their Cuſtody any thing of -value appertaining to the Common- 
_ / WITH 


Several Reaſons for the Doing thereof, and the Waies how it may 
bee exattly done, and ſeveral Preſidents by 4s of Parlas 
lament for the due and ſtrif execution of the ſame , for the 
Himar of God, and Eaſe of the good People of this Nation in 
general in their Taxes. 

; A.L S$ O, 

' For the Regulating of the Manufaiare of Gold and Silver Thread 
and Wyer ; aud for the paſSing an AG againſt Tranſporting Gold 
and Silver, and againſt Melting down the Currant Silver Monies 

; LIKEWISE, 

F A Narrative af the Proceedings mn the Court of Admiraltie againſt 
the Silver-Ships, Sampſon, Salvador, and George. 


By THO. VIOLET of Lawn Goldimith, 


Prov. 1. 10. When it goeth well with the Righteous,the City rejoicerh j 
And when the Wy periſh, there is ſhouning Ciry 
| o 


. I9, 20,21. Luke16, 2. 
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LORD, PROTECTOR 
"10F; 


Eng land ; "Scotland. & keland, 
4 = a Domitiions thereunto belonging. | 


F : 
1... May it pleof Yow Highneſs |, | 
TIO 6 : Mong thei Rowen Knpeecta 


j-he. m__s Pater Patriz was 


"4K EYYe \\ 

the| beads cs For where the T ongue- 
firing, and; not the. Heart-ſtring make's the * 
_ the. harmony mays: and-doth many 
venes, 009g. diſcard. . 

// Queen ELLZAB, £TH (that glo- 
rows Queen, and, Eogltads Deborah) uſed 


'T 


The Epiſtle Deaiemorie. | 
0 ſay , Give mee my People's hearts,” and wet 


ſhall not need #0. 5 | their | or es and this Ma- 
ime never-deceived here. With what caf 
ſhee got aids from the Nation in Parlament, 


the Records of her Reign ſhew : © The chief 

point tharmade the People fo free ts m in. 

thoſe daies, was, they knew by fortyobr years. 

experience, {hee was ſparing and frugal her. 

[| - felt afid God bleſſed her with d. wiſe and} 

14  prudentCounſe: And in point of managing 

[| her Revenue , That ſhee never forgave her 
Accomptants or; Receivers of her /publick 
Revenues, where it was polsible to bee le- 
yyed. The State had had millions of money 
now in bank, had they followed herRules to - 
take aſtrickt accompt of all their Receivers. 
The monies belonging to her Crown. (as [ 
humbly ſaid) was never forgiven : Infomuch 
as ſom of her greateſt Servants and Favorites 

| dying in her debt, ſhee would not diſcharge 
their Heirs or Executors, but held their Lands 
under extent, till ſhee was paid the uttermoſt 
farching : ſaying, 'Shee would not forgive any 
Officer that was an accomptant ; for the bk 
" monies was not. hers to give.” And the Earl 
Leiceſter, Secretary Walſngham , -and: Lord 
Chancellor Hatton (for all their being great 
Pillars in'the Common-wealth, andgreatly” 
in 'her favor) having gotten awe = 
ebr, 


The Epitle Dedicatorie. 
debt, their ſeveral Lands wereheld ander ex-" 


cent, after their deayhs, cill.exery penny was 
paid her: Thoug ſom of their | etitio, 


ned, yet they wereforced to papabgaresrnght 
farthing*, receiving this anfwer rom che 
| Queen + Tat if the People ſhould | 3377” that 
 ſhee prodigally gave - away the publick; Trea- 
ſure, they might juſtly denie hex when ſhee had 
on in Parlament, or otherwaies. -An ex- 
cellent Rule, at this ume, andaall times; for 
all ſovereign Princesto follow * 
_ -» May uw plea You? H/GABNESS, 
About the-Spaniſh Invaſion 1n 88, Queen 
Elizabeth.borrowed of the Merchant Adven- 
turers about -One hundred thouſand pound, - 
and kept-that mohey. by. het: for aboye one 
year, and-paid it exactly; at the day, with 
intereſt, after 10 pe#: cent. though ſhee made 
not any uſe'of one/penay of it, but put it in 
bank with the.reſt of her Treaſure. This 
ſhee did our of her fore-caſt and providence, 
that ſo if the Spaniards had landed, ſhee 
would. ngt then bee to ſeek» for, Treaſure, 
for to pay: her Souldiers and ſofply her oc- 
caſions. © Her wiſe, rich anq provident Grand- 
father Henry the! 9%, (hee reading his Life 
and Reign, could teach-her that Rule, ne- - 
ver-to lewher Exchequer bee cmpty:; hec 
leaving (as is — in Richmond Houl, 


2 Seventeen 


- 


good” hugbanding- and pru- 
FR ro Fa A bvedaiery Bot > caves 
-pally, by her fjuft SPyenes and by het 
ſparing the publick” Treafure, chat in many 
of het Parlamichis:*the ſtbſidies.'and, filtzens 
cranced , * Wiſe fncreated: and. -prefſed,'on 
her, as. a j 4 'dlence'atid free-wul offering 
of the Pe ple to- h&#s' with-many exprels1- 
ons 'of thanks ffom'the' Parlatenc for. her 
good and gracious Goverment: \Andſoms 

' times their "voluntary bounty +hath been 
fixch,” that the Parlamenthath granted more 
than ſhee would". accept ;/ andthe: Queen 
hath, with thanks, her-{&F in Parlament, re- 
turned Subſidies" again.'sHer Fame: extend- 
ing beyond Sotomorrs, even to: the fartheſt 
and greateſt Mortarchs'it'the world.. The 
Grand Feigniour ſendinghis Imperial ſalutes, 
and defiring "her! Peace'cand © Arpitie ' with 
Commerce"and* Trade." And the Empe- 
ror of Ruſiia; admiring: her: great*V alor, in 
offtring to affront and" affault candibegin'a 
Warr with the' Kings of iSpars, atiher | de- 
ſite, did'$rant to the Eeatyſhi Moychants, for 
the reſpects hee bore to-rheir glorigqusQueeh 
ES | "'V Elizabeth, 


ſeeved bl wecelfors, ti 
1165-0. 7 (Shae, wſuslly; fai 


ter. Subjlts _ ſrl 


(rich kv) _ that j 445 Ritred jaar 
fake! Court,' buy. ſhee had-the Acalamac- 
for Praiers and | Praiſes: of. Thogfand: 
her-:People, iboth-in | try. 
And: ſhees wouldsſhew, the! like --cend 
| and <ciog.toher Poaple, : And.qhisBled- 
dean aſni ei 

e Minde, 


thas Princa 'aod People: were.of 

ne Heajy; and 'ook Faich;p(excepe ſom few 
Catholicks.) .- Her ull.cic | was cver 
oyer.themz; and that (&1 rengthencd, :by God's 
blekiag, cher. thands qpbertha her cms ſhee 
did hs : in/ her; greateſt Dif- 
faculties, Fore Ae: ied: ſwmoorhly 
0b by-che; prudeice. ,ofilaer. Counſel... If 
Kiricvances- *WCIe: bythe: oNS-4N. P Ar- 
Jament:preſented unto, ira Rp ſuch s 
.decent-form,. ({hee alwaies\keeping rhe dig- 
nity of; her State: Lmperzal -that-che Peo- 
yous Gtiey ances 2d-unto: her like 


e -andithe, mourning"ef 

co Perl Reproſentations of their 
Aid Fart jeiy4. have ifeerr and 

%p Qt ; That/if there's was any 

6 x fled erherwile/chen «they ſhould 
repreſer \ ajeltic would 


eration bf cen als Pericion,”” Aw 
rely, Cnexe to:God's 0 Se protection) 


etie was" baile; Solomon's: FThwoite 


ol ys Po ' 24d. L Ons, 
of hetiinw: Teri Counſelors no much 
excedng har kt *By- ber pr 
+ and: Management of her. Mairs, 
| dom+eſteeed: England to have. 
« glorious: Prince; «wiſe; Counlebof Rs 

bu the People, happy inigeneral. 7 + 
{3 I haye read, na Lord va 
. toy wa adews a-Sprech. of-his: irePatlamert, 
idahisfaying,: Sure: I;am (faith: thatgolden 
mouy barre) cont era 


that com- 
pure 


ua 


Sno: a6 To GR yy 


orie, 


tatiq "+ the Rn iſh». gti 
he 3% y, expreiging 


d bo 9. 
ny and ES fob their 
then,co mw "I 
ENF In" _ | 


{peritics; a Shes hos 
TIE both ofthe-Q Sn and Peopl le;; 
And like. Chriff's with! 
CGountels! were. of obe\ piece; 
\ eager obboth. Ang-after. 44.7ecars 

s, glorious Queen dyed, rich in Jew 
rich in Money and Plate, the Lands'oftthe 
. Growb $.and; abave _—_— in ahg Love 

and;;Eftimation : fer. Layal People 

| thee had contended ee King of Hat 
by myading him-n. Spain,, in. Portugal, 2 
= Indies, firing and burning bis pn pt k 
Carrakes in_qur; . Seasz-and made 1 
her Commanders terribley@n the Spaniſh 
coaſts , that the children hen they cred, 
their parents,would: fright theni,\with-gards 
el; Draco: ; ara « + yer, have'a care, 


here Tn pra 09 48d: hope: ro 
[. 08; 


ſce. the Fr: Pont by, the Vis. 
tcue;and: Walon of :Your, GHNESSs 


Admiral Blake, or: only! t9 ifrigh fright cheir- 
rene bur their Nas when, they ars 


mep, 


eiequal = 


a ofa 


MT Ty ", ke Fr 
eb fed: Diabch# eſtants, 
. Sites. of rhSbſred Do hoe in che; 

Bow*C al tries eny, hJdi'no-deher-mnlei 
ein hope they owill*forrever gel 

9 wot Ebgliſh mag 
ood ot vbhath:made them 
n OW, the/ High and fiphny' Lordsthe Statgs, 
a free State ;"Þiavigh/ic bee-dor now: 
andy blined oe a 


pr int - 113 1817 | 1.8: X.- b403 
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+ , P, n 
:%- 
+ "ee: 


And at the foot ofithe accompr, for. all theſe 


Sreac” els 2{eay her .Succeflor 
her Pont at wealth, peace , ho- 
nor, and” fakery aig I Roars happy, 
make's xp" do <1; R 


y e Hell Pawbler Þlot, andiar 
Jareer erſd of her” (plorious? Reign/z/the Anas 
bipo/ts' q | 1 bepln '(like-Shakes) 20: 
<t}z6hdee;"'but hip Bucedfor Rik Pres 
Lind a them off;/as' may 

| 1 


ven Bliguberd's ViVarts: 44D Treland | 
y expeniſied ; -tintÞ alſoiheiRelicv- 
mg 2a of Fraee both with Men and Money: 


T he Epiftle Dedicatorie. 


did the Viper,-by ſeveral waies and means : 
Firſt, as the Phyſition, let's ſom blood our 
of the bodie to preſery the whole : Second- 
ly, as Sea-faring men in a ſtorm, calt's ſom 

oods over board to ſave the Cargaſaon : 
Thirdly, as a good Husbandman, that will 
afford ſom feer of ground for hedging and 
and ditching to fortifie and ſecure thereſt : 
Fourthly, as a good: Gardiner, that would 
have -his garden plants grow,, pluck's up 


the ' weeds ®y the roots : So King es 


uſed all theſe Remgdics to, the Sectarie# 
ſom of therr mouths hee ſtopped with pre- 

ferment ; ſom hee committed to the rigor 
of the Law, which coſt them -their lives ; 
others to Priſon. And after the Diſpute art 
Hampton-Courti, hee put down his perem- 
ptory reſolution by Proclamation, (which I 
humbly call his hedg, to keep out the little 
Foxes that ſpoil the Vineyard of the Church) 
—_— a conformity toi the ſarhe by all 
Perlons upon ftrickt penalties ; which pro- 
ved a good temporary Remedy. .  * 

4. May it plea Your. HIGHNESS 
to read but one touch more of the ſplen- 
dor and:glory of this great: Queen Eliza- 
beth-, (ice: was not- withbur: hey. Eclipſes 
with troubles arid>fears waies (to ſhew 
the uncertainty of worldly glory) even from 
| D her 


| The Epifile Dedicatorie, 
her neareſt Kinſwoman Mary Queen of 


Scots ; who, while ſhee was Queen of France, 
by ther Husband's perſwafion, rook upon 
her the ſtile and' title of Queen of England, 
from which ſprung all her troubles in Scor- 
land, when {hee returned a widaw out of 
France (and this was done by Queen Eli- 
zabeth and her Counſel's inſtigation) : Theſe 
troubles, by. her Scotch Rebels , drove the 
Scotch Queen into England, whither ſhee fled 
"Hoy + but it proved otherwſſe: tor, upon. 
Wat (core, ſhee was catchy in the net of death ; 
and ſo much the ſooner ,*by reaſon of her 
impatience not brooking the delayes of her 
Deliverance ; which chruſt her head-long 
into ſo many Treaſons, that Queen Eliza. 
beth could not let her live, and bec- in ſafe- 
ty her ſelf; for Queen Elizabeth was often 
tines heard-to ſay, Euber ſtrike, or bee ftric- 
ken: and'fo (hee ſtruck firſt, and cut off 
her head; and by that means removed her 
Capital Enemy, (lt is /a eertain truth, It « 
a dangerour thing for a ſupreme Magiſtrate 
to have the patience: to flay to bee firſt ſiriken) 
but to put an <d to thoſe plots which 
were daily plotting” and hatching againſt 
her Crown-and Dignity ; for the-Queen of 
$4 had real plots: fer both, having found 
in-her Stady the Keys of above fikty ſcve- 


ral 


' 


T he Epiitle Dedicatoric. 
ral Characters. for ſeveral people ſhee heid 
Latelligence with, both Forain and Engliſh 
Traitors. Queen Elizabeth's grave and 
wiſe Counſell would not let her play an 
after game. They had the Queen ofScors 
tryed by aJury of togliſh Noblemen, many 
of them being Catholicks, & her own friends 
and neereſt relations., and had they 'not 
found her guilty, many 'of their heads had 
gone off : for which very reaſon, many 
that the Scotch Queen took to bee her 
friends, were her greateſt enemies. Bur do- 
ing that buſineſs ſo: effectually, the Queen 
wincked at many Noblemen ; for many of 
het Jury that had been hatching and ating 
with her, Queen Elizabeth buried their fauks 


g in oblivion. Bat —_ and Babington 


ſcaped not ſo well, being both hanged,'drawn 
and quartered, and their Eſtates annexed es 
the Crown. Thete were others (as Somer- 
vill, Parry, Savage, and many more) that 
ſought this glorious Queen's death, but ſhee 
vvas(till protected by.che Watchman vvhich 
ſlumbereth not ; and dyed gloriouſly , and 
in PEACE. . 
May it pleal Your HIGHNESS: 5 

vyhen King Fames- came t$ the Crovvn, - a 
Powder Pl vvas laid for him, his Vine 
and Olive-branches . being to bee- about 
D 2 him, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 

him, attended by his Nobles and third E- 
ſtate in Parlament, who were all deſigned 
in the twincklifig of an eie to have been 
brought to aſhes, and diſperſed by the four 
Wintls : the helliſhneſs of that Treaſon 1s 
beyond the expreſsion of vvords. -/ 

"That many Treafons have been plot- 
ted in other Countries, and on other Prin- 
ces as vvell as ours; to Catholicks as welf 
as to Proteſtants, and have taken efte@: 
They were bur plotted with us, but by 
God's providence prevented ;- beyond Sea 
really acted, witnels the'two $i1cat Kings of 
France, ( Henry the Third and Henry the 
Fourth ) one ſtabbed betofe Pars, in the 
face of his Army; and the other King, by 
a raſcally Votary, a fellow- conjured into - 
the ſpirit of a Qnaker (by ſuch a baſe hand 
died Henry the great King of France in the 
ſtreets of Pars) and the Prince of Orange 
murthered in' Holland, being a Proteſtanc 
Prince, by the ' ſame kinde of villanous 
hands. Theſe * perils ate common in” all 
ages, to good Princes and bad Princes, Pro! 
teftants and Catholicks, And ſeeing theſe 
daily practices are and have been by God's 
permilsi6n ſufferd@ to: bee! done, 'whac man- 
Fr 6f -men ought all Princes and ſupream 
Magiſtrates to bee,” corifidering (more than 

| "M0 other 


| The Epiitle Degicatorie, 


other men) they. may have. cheir glory ,ex- 
tinguiſhedan- a moment, ang that by baſe 
and unworthy hagds.. 
| Somi1mnen, (an, all ,ages) beings poſſeſſed 
and. infligated by the power of- the, Divcl, 
who poſleſlech theqi, and. pur's, anto;, their 
mindes, that. a private man may by. a dag- 
ger or piſtol] judg and execute a Prince, if 
they conceiv him a Tyrant $, And:theſe de- 
luſions many times prevail-vvith theſe 1n- 
carnate Divels, whereby they a& I ragedies, 
and ſhake vyhole Nations ; and thus do 
ſuproam. Magiſtrates too frequently becom 
(by theſe il-principhd Miſcreants) upon the 
matter, but meer Tennantrs at will - of their 
Lives and-Dignities, , a 
May it pleal Your HIGHNESS. 
there is, a Peſtilent Plague that reigns a- 
mongſt us, which,(I humbly ſay) ought by 
the pruning-knite; of the .Law,zo $ece lopped 
off from the vvholſom Tree of this flouriſh- 


ing Common-vvealth ; and that 1s the Trea- 


I 


ſonable Libeller, vyhich of late hathrincrea- 
ſed openly every week, . producing daily 
monſtrous. births of Villany againſt the 
State. Great SIR ! | bumbly ſay, That 
theſe things ought not, to. bee; deſpiſed, but 
rather looks into;.for eyery Libel is a knock 


| ecu Aegitratts doory to awaken 


ma we, Mc 


T he Epiſtle Detdreatorie, 
and cauſ him to ſtand upor: his Guard ; e- 
ſpecially in ſuch Times as theſe, when many 
men's brains are apt (+eing like Touch- 
yvood): ro take. fire with' the leaſt ſpark of 
Seditiva;” And therefore, even asthe Plague 
and ſandry other filthy diſcaſes' are obno- 
Sous ahd wroubkfom-'ro both. the - minde 
and body ; fo are all fcurrilous Verſes and 
libellous Pamphlets; with their divelliſh Au- 
thors, in a higher degree more infectious and 
hurtfull co both Church and -Common- 
vvealth, (Now all diligence ſhould bee uſed 
to bring the Offenders to Jaftice , and by 
that means to terrifie others.) I have ſeen 
ſom queſtioned, but 1 did never ſee exem- 
plary Juſtice done upon the Offenders, for 
theſe many years by-paſt : Som Juries in 
this Nation will not believ che ill Conſe. 
quence of this fire, till (without God's great 
mercte) Al wilt bee in a flame; for one ViL 
lain may bring a Plague into 'a City , as 
well as an Army; and 'one Confpirator, or 
one Libelter, one Naples Maſſenell, againſt 
a Prince or Srate,may bee like a Thunder- 
bolt charftrike's wpon the ſudden, and can 
hardly "bee difcerned, thete is no \_ 
nor preparation agatnft them; one Felton in 
a ate a Eied (the Greatneſs of a 
Duke of Biickingham. 5 ans (Pomwel fi Pre - 
erty of Hig Perks He Hirot; May 
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| May ut pleal Your HIGHNESS, 
amongſt yaſt Prynces (in'the deadlieft warr) 
aſſaſsinators and porſoners. of Princes have 
ever been accounted execrable. j\ and the 
Actors and Plotters. to bee takets off from 
the face of the earth. And for:.all cheſe 
new Do&rines abroad within this Nation, 
all true Subjects, without diftin&tion or de- 
gree, (I moſt humbly conceiv) owe faith 
and ſervice to the ſupream Magiſtrate, which 
oive's them protection : And it 1s Treaſon 
for any Subject in this Nation, of what de- 
gree ſoever (1 humbly conceiy) to bee pri- 
vy to any forain Invaſjon, Rebellion, or 
Sedition , or any private Practices, to alie- 


nate. and eftrahge men's hearts againlt the 


State, and ſo prepare them to burſt out in- 
to Tumults and Commotions in theſe dan- 
erous. Times, «4g -- | 
Moſt humbly I ſhall conclude, That 
as Your HI GH NESS (dy Divine Pro- 
vidence) hath gotten the Supremacy of 
Power, and to bee Protefor of theſe Narti- 
ons (fo it is ballanced with the ſupremacy 
of Cares); You muſt waech, when others 
ſleep ; for Your aſcent t6 Greatneſs hath 
brought en You a proportion” of cares 
and troubles, nd thoſe men, whomforver they 
beey' that "look to' pather their fynits, 'and live 
4 E 3 under 
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under. the ſhadow \ of Your Protedion, and would 
bee: partakers of the beneficial 4duantages, which 
daily muſt. ; deſcend from-:YX our Ht G H- 
N E S*S, beeing. the Supream Magiſtrate, 
if. they will not, in requital of Your P-rotettion, 
bee true and faithfull to Your HI GHNESS 
and the Common-wealth, Such men: (T humbly 
ay) let them pretend what'*Relipron they plea, 
pe Gods inflin mercy) yp brin "; Ace 
upon* themſelvs 'and the, Nation m general, 
great miſchiejs, to the deſtruttion both of them- 
ſelvs and many other particular perſon\. 
May it -pleaf Your: HIGH NESS, 
Queen 'Elzabeth and Ifer prudent ounſel 
would never ſtay to bee. firſt ſtrucken, ei- 
ther by, a Forain Prince, or home Rebel; 
when ſhec faw there was juſt occaſion, ſhee 
would alwaies bee before-hand with them : 
by which her Vigilancy, ſhee kept her Self 
and People in ſafety, being much. feared by 
her Enemies, and honored'iand admired both 
at home and abroad by- all her ' Friends. 
May: it pleal Your HIGHNESS; 
I moſt humbhyidefire Your:graciousiperu- 
ſal of theſe my humble following Propoſals, 
for calling the Accomprants of this Nativn 
in. general to-accompt; and of Your Prince- 
ly Benignitie, to:vouchiafe to pardon what 
,You. in Your great Wiſedom hall: ſee mn 
: 'Y this 


this Book amiſs, it it bee my error, it 1s ah 
error of the right hand , and flow's from a 
Loial heart, out of my humble zeal and afte- 
ion of your Highneſs Safety, Honor, Peace 
and Wealth, and for the good and eaſe of the 
Nationin general of ſome of their Taxes, by 
calling ſome unjuſt Stewards, Committee- 
men,and Treaſurers to accompt, according to 
the Lawes of the Nation ;) and that yout 
Highneſs and the Parlament would be pleaſed 
to make ſuch Orders, Ordinances and Rules 
for the due and juſt making of Gold and Si[- 
ver Thread, V Vyer, Purle, Spangles, &c. 
that the former Deceipts and Frauds, (daily 
practiſed and put upon the Nation) may bee 
prevented ; And that an Act miay bee made 
againſt all perſons that have or ſhall hereafter 
cull and melt down the currant Coynes of the 
Nation, for the making of any of the afore- 
ſaid Manufactures, or for any uſe whatſoe- 
ver: Andthatan A againſt Tranſporters of 
Gold and Silyer out of this Nation may bee 
forthwith paſſed, to prevent theſe great miſ- 
chiefs to the Common-wealth, which daily a- 
riſe through the Covetouſnels of particular 
perſons, to the great dammage, weakning and 
impoveriſhing of the Nation in general. The 
long Parlament hath particularly excepted all 
theſe offences concerning = Coyn and Bul- 

SY lion 
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lion out of the general Pardon, in Anno16 yt: 
and all the Offenders are at-this day liable to 
bee ſeverely puniſhed. There is the draught 
of an Act of Parlament againſt all theſe OF 
fences and Offenders,twice read in the Houſe 
and amended, and appointed by the Houle to 
bee reported by M* Auguitine Garland in the 
month, of April 1653. V Vhich Ac, it once 
finiſhed' (as it 1s-now drawn) doth appoint 
Commilstoners to: examine and finde ont 
beth the Offences and Offenders, according 
to former Preſidents in Parlament. 

And upon. the eftectual proſecution (I 
humbly ſay ) the Offenders may finde the 
old Proverb true, that Sweet meat muſt have 
ſowr ſawce : Their exemplary punifhment will 
terrifie others for the future from prafliſing ſuch 
miſchiefs againft the Common-wealth. 

[ have humbly preſented to your Fhgh- 
neſs a further Narrative of my proſecution 
againſt the Silyer (hips Sampſon, Salvador and 
George in the Court of Admiraltie, Theſe- 
veral witneſles ( beeing many of them. Paſ- 
ſengers inthele ſhips) confeſs the Silver and 
Lading was conſigned for Amflerdam , And: 
many other remarkable Procecdings-, for to 
vindicate the Honor and juſt Proceedings of 
the then Counlcll.of State and Parlament, 
who ſtayed thoſe Ships and Silver, as Hollan- 


a | ders | 


ders Silver and merchandize,ſhips and goods, 
only upon your, Supplicanc information and 
proſecution againſt them. © The Hamburgers, 
Spaniards and Labeckers had their ſhips;and 
goods reſtored by the Judges of the Court of 
Admiraltie. _. . | 
May ic pleaf Your HIGH NESS; 
| had more trouble to intitle the State to this 
Silver in theſe ſhips, and to diſprove the: Spa- 
»/h Ambaſſadors Claim to this Silver, then 
I ſhall have to finde out the frauds of the Ac- 
comptants of this Nation : Andif I bee im- 
powered to bee your Highneſs's Remembran- 
| cer, and to have an inſpection into the Ac- 
compts'of this Nation, (by the aſsiſtance of 
God, if your Highneſs and the Parlament will 
ſtrictly and effectually proceed in this Buſj- 
neſs) it will bring your Highneſs in millions of 
money, for the caſe of the good People. of 
the Nation in general. ſs 7 
God defend, the Commons of this Na- 
tion ſhould pay their Taxes and Aſſeſsments 
ro particular perſons, who ſhall not give a 
juſt accompr to the Common-wealth, accor- 
ding tothe Lawes and Statutes of this Na- 
tion. ' All good people(I moſt humbly ſay) 
ought to: part with ſome part of their, Fleece 
for rhe*Safety of the Nation, when 1t 1s le- 
gally affeſſed, and juſtly and truly accompted 
| F 3 for ; 
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for ; but, not7S_pay their monies to private 
 Frealurers and Committee-men : that by 
theſe Imploiments, many of them have gotten 
valt'poſſeſsions from the. bottom of \beggerie 
and baſeneſs., by fraud, diſsimulation and 
Corenage. | WW WII Y 

, .. May it pleal Your HIGH NESS; 
Theſe men have. not moderately ſhorn the 
Sheep of the ſe Nations, but-they have rent 
and torn, their pelts and skins from them, 
and they ought-C(I moſt humbly ſay) to pay 
for A mekTing of them ; and to ſerve ſome 
of theſe: men as. Dadley and Emſon were ſer- 
ved in King Henry the Eighth's time, would 
bee a pleaſing ſight, and acceptable to the 
wood People of the;Nation. 

' ” My. moſt, humble, Suic co your High- 
neſs is, That none of the Accomprants of 
the Nation, may eſcape in the croud, from 
giving up a juſt, true and perfect accompt, 
and that: Commiſsioners and Auditors, of 
approved integritie and truſt to your High- 
neſs, may bee impowered to view and 1n- 
ſpc& into, all Orders and Warrants, that 
have or ſhall bee produced by any , Trea- 
furer or Accomprant, for all ſumms of mo- 
ney they pretend for, their diſcharge ; and 
vhere any V Varrant hath been pretoaded- 
ly or really paid, and. not legally mgRIeras 
ho dl RE - 6d or 
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for the payment of any ſumm of money; 
all ſuch V Varrants tnay bee ſuſpended, for 
the view and inſpection of your Highneſi's 
Commulzioners. o the Revenue, or ſuch 0- 
ther honorable perſons your Highneſs ſhall 
appoint for that ſervice : And every Trea- 
ſarer and Accomptant of this Nation , his 
Body, Goods and Lands, his Heirs and Ex- 
ecutors, to: bee liable till they have duly ac- 
compred.z according to the Lawes of the 
Nation, or obteined your Highneſs gratious 
. Pardon and Diſcharge. ' 
May it pleal Your HIGH NESS, 
T hus farr | proceeded in tliis my. moſt ham- 
ble Eprſile , at che firſt day this Parlaraene 
fare, being Sept. 17. and your Supplicant bee-. 
ing reſolved to wait ſome time, to ſee how 
God would diſpoſe of the Counſels of your 
Highneſs Supream Court , 1 did for ſome 
dates acquieſs in this Buſineſs, 
May it pleal Your HIGHNESS; 
Ir is areverent Tradition and Priviledg grant. 
ed to the Members of *the high Court of 
Parlament, that many things may bee ſpo- 
ken by the Members of che high Courc cf 
Parlament within the Houſe, which are noc 
communicable abroad ,*ahd puniſhable for 


themlelys to ſpeak out of that Place, There 
are ſome things which God doth many 
G rimes 


times-put into a-mans heart, {which is no: 
Member of Parlamentc, but an humble loial 
Subjet) which are for the good and bene- 
fic ofthe: Nation, which one man/know- 
e&h.; and peradventure- another man that - is 
farr wiſer and more: learned than hee, doth 
not. know. ; "rf! L: | 
' : May-it pleal-.Your- Highneſs -, In a 
ſkip; an ordinary :Boy thereof 18) aſmuch 
bound- to difcover a Leak or a Canlfpiracie 
in the faid tip, as the'Boſon or Pilar, and 
hath as good intereſt to do it, becauſe his 
life is endangered in the iconcealing' of it; 
and a.poor mans lite/'may- bee as precious to 
himſe}tas a rich mans : the-fame thing ought 
every man ro doe ; that 'is a faichfull Sub- 
jet on-Land; in any ' Nation where hee 
hath protection, and much more his Coun- 
crey, for preventing all Conſpiracies to his 
power ; and it hee-inake a. Diſcovery of 
what the . Supreme Magiſtrate: knows be- 
fore; hee may therein ſhew want of Judg- 
ment, but- not want of dutie. or affeRion to 
the,: Supreme Magiſtrate or Government 
where hee: liveth.. | iT, *Y ts)- 1 
.-Þ humbly fay, Thatiman ſfinmeth a- 
vainſt God aud his Confſeience, if it bee 
for the honor of God; the: good of the Naz 
tion, and tho. fafetic of the Supreme: Magr- 


- ſtrate, 


ſtrate, if hee do not diſcover: it; (and all 
men formerly were bound by their Oaths 
of Aliegiance and Supremacie to bee true 
to.the -King,) + 4: BU 

For hee that hides and conceals. that 
which God would have revealed; puts Guds 
heht under a Buſhel ; moſt eſpecially ;-1f i 
bee incumbent-upon a mans ſpirits, and fuck 
notions (dictated unto him by the ſpiric of 
God, which hee never had before fot the 
doing it; and-upon reſiſting chat ſpitit, may 
never have hereafter. | 

This beeing my preſent condition, up» 
on my knees I beſeech your Highneſs to be 
graciouſly pleaſed to grant your favorable 
peruſal of this Epiſtle and Book; beeing far 
larger then at firſt I intended , proceeding 
from a moſt hamble , dutifull and © lotal 
heart , for your Highneſs Securitic, Peace, 
Honor and Safety. 

Had Czlar peruſed what - was writ t6 
him before hee went into the Capitol, hee had 
not died as bee did. The Duke of Guyle it 
France, and many others (wr all ayes) that have 
feighted information and: initeſlipenct, have bad 
the ſame ſad fate, Y 
Great S[R, 1 moſt humbly fay, your 
Highneſs having :(by Gods gracious and fa- 
yorable aſsiftange) taken vn You the .Go- 

G 2 vernment 


verntnent of beeing PROT ECT OR of 
England, Scotland and Ireland , and the D6- 
minions thereunto belonging , You ought 
and are bound (both before. God and to thefe 
Nations) to the uttermoſt of your power to 
give Protection and equal Juſtice to all the 
good people of theſe Nations, that are wil- 
ling to live under your Protcion , and to 
Ichod them with all your mighe & ſtrength, 
and to uſe the power God hath put into your 
hands for thoſe ends, to keep your People 
in peace and ſafetie againſt all fatious ſpi- 
ts. 

-.* In purſuance thereof, You ate (aſmuch 
as in you lieth ) to keep from power of 
pablick Imploimenr- all ſuch as You and 
your Counlel ſhall: know to bee publick or 
Keke undermining Enemies of the peace & 
welfare of this Comton-wealth , by what 
pretences, titles or callings ſoever, whether 
Civil; Mihtarie or Eccleſiaſtical. You and 
yourgreat Counſell Cupon try bended knees 
I ſay) ate to have' a ſpecial. care- of ſome 


men,” who, under the pretence of the Pri- 
viledges arid Rights of the people in Par- 
lament, would (tpon that popular” fcore) 
venrtheir own diſconrents, and put all again 
into a confufion': with what ſpirics ſome old 
Members. came to ſerve the Nation in this 


Parlament, 


ks 


*Parlament, was viſibly ſeen to all men that 
wiſhed the peace of this Nation, in, ſome 


Counties upon, their eleRtion, and in their 
ordinary converſation and deportment : The 
ſcope and drifr of ſome mens deſignes was 
ro make, diviſion and faction berween the 
Parlament and your Highneſs , between the 


City and your thghneſs and | hes all things 


1nto a confuſion this preſent 


| nt day, to make 
way for the publick Enemies of your High- 
oO and. this Nation. This was by ca 


all men that ſtudie and love the peace of the | 


'Countrey might ſee it) under ſuch cunnin} 


undermining queſtions, as was by 'ſome dif 
contented ſpirits ſet on foot the laſt. Parta- 
ment, craftily ro undermine. the very Bod 

and Beeing of the'Cevernment, and lie 

to-ſtrike at both your Highneſs and your 
Poſterities Life, Fame and Fortunes, and to 
pluck up by the roots your Highneſs. Coun- 
{e] and the eſtabliſhed Government, which 
your Highneſs (by the Advice of your Coun- 
ſe] had ſetled) ; witneſs, the many Libells 


of all ſorts and tempers, to ſtir up commo- 


rlons in veral Parts and Parties ,' the Ta- | 


predicnts beeing prepared>for all Tacer is 
to, incenſe and Ave i and derefta- 
tign of the Pee Govern, and (with- 


out 


, 


. out Gods mercie)the intentions of ſom would 
.haye before chis time burſt out into eymults 
bh infurrections: my hopes and praters are, 
that. Crod, by your Highneſs proſperous: go- 
'yernment , hath prepared. better things for 


r 


this N 


ercfors. your H1ia unzs,s and the 
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Parlameat (I moſt humbly upon my-koees 
fay).muſt build che walls of our Jeroen 
(England, Scotland and Ireland, and the Do- 
mimtons thereunto belonging) as Nebemiah 
did that of the Jews. Your Highneſs and 
the Parlament have many Samballats that 
envies your Building and: ſcorns your Re- 
formation ; there-are many of the Children 
of Separation and Diviſion in theſe Lands, 
_  Whena wiſe man would keep his Houſe 
from falling, (that is rent & ſhaken with great 
tempeſts,) he props it up with timber, cramps 
it with Iron bolts and'barrs ; and, it may be, 
upon the propping of 'it to ſer .it upright, 
cracks the ſeiling and fret-work of the beſt 
and ſtatelieſt room in his. Houſe ; furely if 
either the Wife or the Children or the C - 
vants ſhould come; and, complain to the 
Owner, what dammage this beautifull room 
hath received, the Maſter of the Houſe and 
his Workmen have at hand a readie An- 
ſwer, which is, Should hee not have prop- 
ped and crampt the, Houſe with Iron boks 
and, barrs, the .whole fabrick would: have 
fallen, and the Houſe have, been made, a 
I ar, both hee and they would 
haye _had-no place to keep them from. the 
WENDEE: anchor ans Me 
By chis my propping, ang crampipg up 


z ' my 


my, Houſe (ſaith the wiſe Maſter and his 
VVorkmin) | have ſecured and got my 
Eft, I havekept my beeing ; when my Howl: 
is new tiled and'ryte, to keep out the wea- 
ther, you ſhall have your deſire, I will give 
you all content, I will cauſc Plaiſterers to re- 
pair and garniſh that ſeiling which you are 
þ ch offended with the cracking of ;, I 
will new gild it, and make it more beaucitull 
then ever it was, provided you will pur to 
your hands toſweep down the Cob. webbs, 
and carrie away the rubbiſh, and fo cleanſe 
andclear my Houſe; do this, I promiſe 'you 
I will dothe other. 

© "No doubt, but a wiſe and dutifull familic 
will doit chearfully with thanks, for their Eſe 
and becing hath been preſerved through the 
Maſter of the families Providence. 

* May it pleaf Your HIGHNESS,* 
I you ſay, The good people of theſe Na- 
tions nnder your pratection, ought (at this 
juncture of time) earneſtly co pray. to God, 
thatthe foundations of their Happineſs, ma 
banks rr arypegrwoakon to ſecure firm- 

Iy cheir bering) char they may have an Eſt, 
Rt then comes the amr it may bare 
firmly fecl«d upon as ſure a foundation as a 
Rock, againſt whom no diyiſions 'or. force | 
revs © peter mc 

If : | For 
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The Epillle Deajcatorie. 
. For the effettual Serurity of theſe Nations; 
that this Parlament would bee pleaſed to ereft a 
high Court of Fuitice, to ſweep. down the cob- 
webbs, remove the rubbiſh, clear the houſe, and by 
Fuſtice reftrain and (if mcorrigible) cut off un- 
ruly. and violent ſpirits. Wiſe men cut their 
coats according to their cloth, and will bee. ſure to 
| keep themſelvs warm , before they buy Lace to 
trimm them. Upon my knees I humbly defrre 
your Highnels, to put the Nation in a poſture of 
defence, againſt home-bred Traytors and forain 
Force, and then bee pleaſed to garniſh the Peo- 
ple with rich and ſtately Priviledges. | 
Security ought to bee provided for before Or- 
nament, <* 
T he Divifons at home are farr more deſtrus 
five and dangerous, than any forain Ferce or In- 
vaſion can bee to this Nation. God bee thank- 
ed, the Sea u a hook in our Enemies noſtrils , they 
may bee numerous , but they are at a diflance. 
T. hope th Nation in one reſpett may have: a 
Property that Ireland bath, that no Spider or ve- 
nemous living Creature but dies aſſoon as it 1:put 
on Iriſh ground: So, I pray God, none: of Eng- 
lands Enemies (either home-bred; Traytors.. of 
forain Nations) that ſhall invade us, but wion 
their firt Landing, may by Gods Aſsiftance fade 
Erigliſh ground to bee their: graves, by the. vir- 
tne and valor of your Flighneſs Armies. : - i|, 
| [ 


] hays 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
] have heard of a famous V aglter ; that 


haviog once ſhewed arare trick, was prefled 
by ſotne todo it again ; and ſtriving to do it 
the ſecond time, brake his neck, 

God divided the red Sea, and made a paſ. 
ſage for the Children of 1ſrazl to bring them 
out of Zpypt towards Canamn, this | finde and 
reade.; bur | never found nor read, that God 
would have divided the red ſea; and given 
them a fate. Paſſage, if they would have left 
Mofes and Aaron, and returned into the red 
Sea again for Egypr. 

V'Vee have a Proverb, The pot goes 
often to the water, #ut at laſt 1t comes broken 
home.” Gods providence hath gone along 
with us, whike hee bids us go and fight his 
bactell, wee have feen the ſuccels. No man 
can promiſe a/Blelsmg, when wee fall out a- 
mongilt our felvs for hadows » and-'negle&t 
our-common Safetres. Many men have laid 
thewdefignes ro bring a nuſchief aboue , ſo 
derp, that when they fpringitheir anines, the 
powder that makes the train ſhall bec frees 
dom! and.-priviledge of Parlanzone ., Gods 
Cavfe, anT what not, ito make.a diftrrbance, 
The vwuch-1s, of ſome men would pra heir 
mindeewrutby. therearc aſorrotpeoplt do bat 
eajolethecommon people,and blowthicas in» 
to diſcontemso-get into. places of: power, as 
avrEl Abſalom 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatorte. 


Abſalom did, with 1 would I were a Fude in 
Iſrael, what Fuſtice would I do? fo fates ſome 
male-contented Members that were of the 
long Parlamenc, If wee can bnt revive Laza- 
14s, get the long Parlaments power to fit e- 
verlaſtingly ; V Vell, what then 7 wee will re- 
ſtore the People to their Libertie ; Even as 
much as you did it when you had the power, 
for they had ſoentangled themſelvs and the 
Nation, that rich and poor, young and old, 
were glad they were tlolved; and many of 
them are aſhamed of theer own doings, yet 
ſome of the old Members would tain bee at 
the old _ #. YN 
They vvould {had they: your Highneſs 
POV VEr) "Iefroy and hare by h—_—_ 
You, that had vvrung the povver out of their 
hands, alfo your Poſteritie, your Counſel Ax- 
my, and all your relations. 1 humbly ſay, I 
beleeve thele wwewld bee the Actions of fome 
of the Members of the long Panlament, had 
they the povyver again ; and this is *he fndy 
of ſome diſcomented Members, 7 
To fiir mp. and fomant the feworal ;hy- 
ors and fampers of ſarac 4actious people, 
to gather together and :1mvwolve usimn blood 4- 
gain, vvhataneaneth the daily 'fedirious prin- 
ad Libells alle © if kg the Por- 
lament, and Army look mot wigtdandy ahape 
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The Epifle Dedicatorie. 


to ſuppreſs theſe male-contents, (before they 
-get ahead) by exemplarie Juſtice, 1 hum- 
bly lay, the miſchief 15 not ſo inconſiderable, 
that it ſhould bee diſpiſed. 


And if it ſhould fo fall out, that this iſ 


chief ſhould burſt out, (as God of his infinite 
- mercie defend) by the neglect either of your 
; Highneſs, the Parlament or Armie; no doubt 


but God, havingput us of theſe Nations into 


- your hands for juſt protection, for ſuch as ſub- 


mit to you for conſcience ſake : the ſame God 


p 


 vvillrequire ajuſt accompt of your Highneſs, 


'Parlament and Armie, hovv you have dif- 


charged this great truſt ; and vvhereſotver 


C 3 


'the failing of the Truſtis, God vvill expect a 
*{ſrict accompt, and puniſh it: for mens lives 
"ought not to bee fpil as water on the ground, 


nor their goods plundered, to ſatisfic factious , 


arid privare ſpirits: The ſupreme Magiſtrate - 
"is to ſee-the peace of 'the Nation not to bee 
"diſturbed upon particular factions, though 
"hey bee multitudes. The Magiſtrate ſer 0- 


ver us 1s not to bear the ſword in vain : Ju- 


- tice is fomtimes more ſeaſonable for the Na- 
.tion (opon incorrigible Offenders) then 
: Mercie, that others may take example, - 

- 7 May it pleal Your HIGH NESS; 
"A maſter of Ship in a ſtormy at ſea, may 


"fling goods over-board, for faving the Pa[- 


ſengers, 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 

ſengers, Ship, and Loading , and the Owners 
tmuld bear che loſs, wich thanks for his care; 
whict if hee ſhould do in a calm, (flinguhe 
00s over-boardz lice vvould defcrve blame 
and to pay for the merchandize ; That may 
lawfully bee done in dangerous times, which 
canhivt bee juſtified in quier times, | 

There afe ſome Ptiviledges. in a quiet 
time, vyhich may aid ought to bee ſtood us 
pon, which at this time are deſtruRtve to the 
very beeing and fafetic of the Nation; For 
if every man ſhould bee adtnited to' give 
Phyſick chat the Neighbors pfeſent and com- 
mend out of love to a ſick man, the patjetir 
may quickly bee pur ed out of the vvorld £ 
Dangctous times thuft have skilfull, valianc, 
and vigilant managers of their Aﬀaies ; and 


'O 
not diſcontented perſons. 


Wee ſec in Fevert, Calentuves, and Lanidcits, 
wiſe Phyſitians ſometimes bindes the hands, and 
yive their Patients thin and ſpare dier which, by 
the tare and attendance of thi Phyſitiin ani 
Friends, the Sick are ayain reroverad * Sardly 
when they art in health, theſt mad niow dagin to 
thank their Phyſitian anal Friendr,,” ne betiny 
(urder God) the Inflruments that pee uh 


bors, they meet neu ou 


” 
$ 
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ull dier, but to enjoy. all they have free- 


.and plcnttfe 
ly; and to diſpoſe of it as they pleaſe themſelvs. If 
theſeiRules: vvere nor obſerved, when men 
.are:in a Lnnoacie or Sick, it would deſtroy 
-Sacieue ;, and bee defirugive to -mankinde. 

A :mad man: with a knife may cut his own 
throat ; vvith:a+{word,, kill and wound all 
hee-mcets.: A Sick man may ator drink ſo 
much-as may killhim, fliog oft the cloaths,or 
oatherwiſe:diſorder lumfelt. 


1% New, may 1t pleal your Highneſ ; If 


theſe; bee-ardinary bonds: and relations of 
Shaftfavary, Netghbor- hood and Friend- 
{hip berween partie and partie, and is uſed 
amonglt the-molt. barbarous Nations, as the 


| means: to. preſerve a beeing ;- hovs.,much 


anare 45-4. your: Highneſs Dutie -and Place, 


Men}-te bee:.a:good [an mercifull;Phyſitian 
to the galtemiperedand fick men. of the Now 
an.,: ſame ole: lockers of the long Parlament * 
A- Adijeae of the uvntnde,. and aninveterate heart 
are int: carable,but by Gods bleſting.: ſuch evil 


ſpirits are not Caft ous but by Prater and Faſting, 


How \bguecy0u dealt with ſome of 
them that were cheſento fit m Parlament,.in-not 
#heio runn.ypon that (which. certainly 


ha = of bem ain admired oft in Tor 


lament) 


T1 
R 


and Godexpects tfromyour hands (beeing _ 
aliifted\vvich-the ſupreme; Court of Parla- 


The Apes le Dealt; {071e, 


lament) they would have runn themſelves upon FP 
 Rock-to. their own.Confuſton ? 

| May it- pleal Your HIGHNESS; 
] do nor{ay;all choſe Geatlemen that were nor 
at firlt admuirted, God defend ; for many, no 
doubt, are honorable and worthie Perfona- 
ges, and will give your Hi6unz3s, the 
Parlament and Counſel juſt ſatisfaction. The 
like (L moſt humbly ſay ) for thoſe honorable 
and worthie Gentlemen, that aregone down = 
into their Countries; nodoubt, many upon 
their private occaſions to ſertle theit Buſmeſs, 
audreturn'to do the Fn. 7j6 and VER 
Service: 
May it pleaf your: His NESS; thee - 
is a ſaying, Hee is more mercifull that prevents 
aman from falling, then hee that takes him 
after hee- 1s fallen, and could have ftaid his 
falling ;1t ſhews anahoundance of bowels of 
mercte, that your Highneſs would notletfome 
men run their deſperate coyrle,that cheyzwhen 
they wereentangled in the 'net of their own 
inventions; might-have enriched your Cofs 
fers' by chew nfilearions; and ruinedtheir 
| tanuhes.” 43k 

\ {God hackipin it into your hear to FR 
thick as a brand out of, the fire; for had they 
been ktalone, | ithey had'fome 'of them burax 


their wings. If they reade _ —_ 'of 
jy ormer 


j 


co & * 
| 
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former Kings Crate (as King Fames uſed to 
call it); they conſtantly made* Rifings. and 
Temwals an advantage unto them by Con- 
fiſcationsrand Forteitures, croaugment theR4- 
.yenues/of the Crown, And, no doubr, (ma- 
* rijan- for the very” coveroufneſs to 

bis Eftate) ſomeKings have hatched and re- 
vivedold Treafonsrthemfelvs, ro get and en- 
ſnare fortetiones Annocents, and ſomertmes 
heedlefs  Trators. Hiſtories , both divine 
and profanc have ſuch examples. 

- + Gott fend ſotne'men never ro forget your 
Highnt/s goodneſs ;' for when they had runn 
their:courſe(as ſome Gentlemen in the North 
and Veſt have done) forne would have 
comtountitntly deaths, others to baniſhment, 
and-alt ro ruine: and infamie (t6 the break- 
hdate of thei Wives, Children , and relati- 
ens}varid\fomevthers, with: ſorrow, tearts, 
and/unfergriet repentance, to have begged 


- 


for theiftives,/anCperadventure) hor obrei- 
ned'igbein$rivoffih theirprime & firength; 
befote half-cheitdaies are-tunn out; 

- + Their /VWaves;Childfen, andRelacions of 
ſome Families in this Nation, are bound to 
bleſs Ga&for' ever; thar pur itifito ybur High- 
neſt libuct to prevent ſome- men; 11 chis Na! 
tion; thavihty ſhout rior forfeir their lives 
fnior-eftdtts!: 2 grear mereie (with reverence 


bee 


I. 


gard and tuition. mighty \Kyngs and Common- 
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-bee-it ſpoken) it imitation-of the great God bf 
iHeaven; that bath //aid, | will not the deatly of 
a ſinner; and with long ſufferin and patience 
beareth"wth fonfull man, whoſe breath u im-bus 
noſtrils, "and lighter then the duſt th the balance, 
What arethe prevate male-contents of this Na- 
fion-in your- Highneſs bands, ſo long as you 
God your Shield and Buckler ? Undot Gods ſafe. 


wealths have not been able to reſiſt ot iro 
allat 


your Armies and -N avies; (witneſs, 


Denmark, Portugal, &'c.) that God that bath 
delivered you from the Bear and the Lyon, will 
deliver you from theſe uncircumciſed Philiſtins, 
if you put your truſt in bim.- "”. 

The Bleſsing of him that ſpake out ofthe 
burning Buſh, blefs-your Highneſs-and:your 
High Court of Parlament, and direct all your 
Counſels, that this Parlament may prove a 
Bleſsing to this Nation, Andthat your High. 
meſs and the Parlament may bee ( as 
and Aaron to the Children'of Tſraely the Des 
liverers of theſe Nations out of the Land-of 
Epypt ; And that God would fend'the-ſpirie 


_ 


h 
oſes 
C- 


of Courage, Love & Concord upon all your 


Perſons, & bleſs the Counſels and Acts of this 
Seſsion of Parlament ; That your, Highneſs - | 
may bee. a Nurlſing-fatlier, and with compaſ- 
fion eaſe the Griefs and Oppreſvions of your 

; L Pcopley 
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\Praple;:( nany of; ourgood and; laial Sub- 
1e<ts:at this day:[affering \n\uch, wrong. and 
among ft whom your bumble Suppli- 
okabe eaſt, becing wppreſſed ney [p; 
Gods Len and the Laws of the 5 
3, Yaun Supplicans daily: -. That 
Lad of his mercic will blaſt abd [caer. all in- 
Yeatioes' & plats chat are or (hall be batching 
Highme/c and the high Caurc of 


your 
bak lament, either of foraia Foes or native Re- 


And hat God would gurn;.the Coun- 
iinnde of the malicious Achitophels of this 
Natzen that are {equeſtred and laid aſide, and 
ſane. octhets. that have makciouſly. deſerted 
their Truſts, into Fealiſhnels ; And.if they 
do: wahciovſly, wiltally and. fooliſhly perſiſt 
ilzdleek the diſturbance of! theſe Nations, 
gver which. God: by his divine Providence 
bamada: yaur Highneſs, Governour and 
PRO TEC T OK; thatchen your ſword 
oh. Juſtice 1 may talhon ſome of them, to telri- 
fie. 0thers , <iCwhich! is -worxle) tha ſome of 
theta may (if they danat- repent of this ma- 
kciqps it iti to God and your Highneſs for whar 
they; liad maliciouſly ieſigned) they may 
ſerveahemſc)vs as Adi did, 2 Sm A7s 244 
ao v Achitophel ſaw that his counſel was 
ber fadled bis aſs {4 61d aroſe and gat 
bo hame to-his own buf to bis: bitit, and put 


-- Xo 
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howſhold.n order 3 and HANG ED bim- 
felf, and 93s buried tn the Sepulchre of bis Fa- 
thers © + "y | 
;, 1 Let this bee the end of your Mighneſ#'s 
malicious and itaplacable Enemies; others 
that erre through mis-information or differ- 
ence in Judgment, 1 pray God to ſhew them 
a ſight of their fins, and give your Highnlf 
a mercifall heart, ſo freely ro pardon them, a3 
your Self would expetGods pardon ; - that 
{o, through che great mercie and protection 
of out God, theſe three Nations (after ſo ma» 
nie Earth-quakes, Qvetwraings,and molt fas 
mousand memorable Revolutions) may bes + 
firmly grounded and ſetled on the foundatis 
ons of Libertjc and Freedom, Truth, Mercy; 
and Peace; to the aſtoniſhment and amazes 
ment, horror and confuſion of home-bred 
Traitors and forain Nations, your Highneſſes 
and our Nations Enemies, EPL 

V'Vhen they ſhall ſee their hopes diſap- 
pointed, many of them promiſed to theniſelvs, - 
vig, Uproars, Tumules and Conimotions, 
Fire and Blood; every man ready to ſheathe 
his ſword im his Neighbors bowels,- the rocks 
to rend, and the Starrs of opt Firmaiment to 
fall, our Sun to bee:darkned;aht Moon to bte 
rurned to blood, through the: diviſions and 
privace dilcontexits arabngft us in Parkment. 
fl H- But 
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' Burt BEHOLD | by the good gui- 
dance'of God, this glorious Parlament run- 
ning its courſe as the Sun in his ſtrength, to 
the joy and comfort of our Friends, both ar 
home and abroad,'and confuſion of -our Foes 
in-all parts; that ſee this Parlament ſit in Gl6- 
rie and Peace, in:Love, Union, Order, and 
Concord, in that form as was wont to bee in 
Glorious Queen ELIZABET Hes daies, 
every Member making it his ſtudie to gee 
good Laws, Liberties and Priviledges forthe 
Counties, Cities-and Burroughs they ſerved 
for : and for theſe Nations of 'England,Scot- 
land and Ireland in general, for the 'individual 
Safetie, Proſperitie, V Veltare and: Honor of 
Protettor and! People, all their Intereſt to goe 
hand in handtogethey; [And your Highneſs 


ating Qneetv Zhkzabeth's part, ſtudying. al- , 
waies to enlarge your Self, ro give theſe Na-* 


tions. all juſt and due Satisfaction and large 


L x IF Wo 


Immunities. oo 
.--. Your Highneſs and the Parlament build- 
 ang' up this Common-wealth, as \N{#hemiah 
didthe walls 'of Feruſalem, Nehem.g. every 
Builder-eo.have his'{word girded by his ſide, 
and fo'they' builded;;' there-are ſeveral other 
remarkable paſſages in that-Chaprer fit for 
theſe preſenetimes. ol 
.*'1>By the bleſsmg of God, theſe glorious Be- 


ginnings 


7 
s 
by 
Vi 
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ginnings of this Parlament will have as art 
auſpicious and happie end and finiſhing, to 
the great contentment of your Highneſs and 
all the good: people of your ſeveral large Do- 
minions; to the terror of your Enenues, and 
the fruſtrating of many Spaniſh deſignes, that 
were and-are hatching here, under ſpecious 
pretences of ſeyeral mens Intereſts and Diſ- 
contents, 1 

Theſe mens Eggs were buried (no doubt) 
in India Gold; but, by the good guidance of 
God, the Spaniards Eggs will prove addle ; He 
is ſo ſubtle (by the Counſel of hisJeſuites,ca- 
ſting themlelvs into all ſhapes) for hee doth 
moſt of his work by the Jeſuites, who ſow 
and foment new. Doctrines amongſt us, that 
have bewitched and cracked the heads of ma- 
ny men in theſe Nations, which, do-the Spa- 
niards and Papiſts work,and know it not, 

VVhen your Highneſs Navies ſailed to 
the VVeſt-Inates, You cauled them. to bee 
ſheached with Planks, Pitch and Hair, that the 
worms which breed in thoſe Seas might dono 
hurt or prejudice tothe hull or bulk of their 
Ships. bp a\4ne” | 
. Great SIR! England, Scotland and Ire. * 
land may well bee compared. co. three Roial 
Ships, and the Dominion of Wales to a moſt 
Princely Frigot , Your Highneſs. by che 


"""m> grace 
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' of God being Protefor, General and Admiral. 
- Your Z#igbneſs hath now a Warr with 
Him tharfliles himſelf the Emperor of the In- 
dies. This Prince is Maſter of a Mecall that 
15 as dangerous to all Princes in Chriftendom, 
their Perſons, Countries, Lands and Territo- 
ries, as the Worms im the Indian Seas are to 
the Merchants ſhips. No tron barrs can bee 
made ſo ſtrong, but this Metall (like Aqua for- 
5) will eat thorough. It 18 called Gold and 
Silver ; 1tis fo ſubtle, that it will incorporate 
like Quick-filver) almoſt with all meralls : 
Men of all Profeſsions, all Ages, rich and 
poot, young and old, none but aretaken and 
corrupted-with tt, as hee is a Natural man. - 
'But God hath appointed a Remedie a- 
gainſt this Poiſon to ſome perſons through 
his mercie, the pretious balſom of his reſtrainm 
| Greets bur this hee grants butto a few, whole 
pirits areelevated above Gold and Shver, this 
world or worldly things. - C | 
/ Godhartt appointed another Balfoth for 
theſe Nations againſt the Poiſon of Spamſh 
Gold and Silver ; and that is, to bleſs theſe 
Nations with your Highneſs victorious PER- 
S O N,' breing aſsiſted withyour ſopreme 
Counſel theParlament. 7 
__ Up@ni my knees F moſt humbly ſay; As 
you ſheathe your Ships you ſeud 'to India for 


fear 


of = 
. 
” 
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fear of the V Vorm; ſo your Highneſt muſt 
ſheathe the Cinque-ports and Creeks of your 
Hiannsſs Dominions, you muſt fortifie 
and garriſon the Sea-porrs of this Nation, and 
the People bee alwates readie (both in hand 
and- heart, all as one _ to fight for our 
Religion, Countrey, our Lives, Wives and 
Children, Lands and Eſtates; and withour 
this bee done, wee ſhall nothave aBeeing, 
Eſtates or Proprietie : this 15 the one thin 
neceflary and chiefly to bee lookt after, to for- 
tifie and ſecure the Nation againſthume-bred 
Traitors and forain Forces. | 
And, if any {hovld preſume tv aſſault 
us, wee may bee afore-hand, and by our 
Navies deſtroy their Ships & Veſſels intheir 
own Seas, let their Land be died with their 
Spaniſh blood, fertheir barren Countrey bee 
fatned with their 6wn'Carkaſles , and as they 
give intheir Monies rhe Sheaf of Arrows, as 
a remembrance of the great Vietories they ob- 
reineU by the Valor of the Fygliſh;ſo tow, 
for their Ingratitude, the Spaniayds may cry as 
they didin Queen Elixaberhs time, to Philip 


the Second Kirty' of Spam and his Counſel, 


STR, Let us have Peace with England, and 
Warr with all the World. And if they did fo 
when this Nation had but one Drake; and a 
ſmall Flee (in comparifon of whar - your 
M 2 High- 
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Highneſs hath, wee having now many ſcore 
of 'Drakes , which -1f they bee impowered 
with your H16unsss Commiſsion, and 
Gods Bleſsing thereupon) they ſhall never 
bee ableto bring home their Treaſures from 
the VVeſt-Indres ; and though our Fleet 
waitlong, no'doubt the Vigilancie of your 
Admirals will make the- Spaniards . pay for 
their attendance. - 

About ſixteen years ago, God (out of hig ſecret 
Fudgment) flruck the Crown of Spain with a 
dead Pale 'on-one fide, by the revolting of the 
Portugal s,their right heir and true King aſſumed 
the Grown, viz. the Duke of Bragantza, ſo that 
now your Highneſs fights but with one half of the 
[King of Spain,” as hee was formerly , the other 
half the Portogal will aſsift You in all bis Domi- 
nions#"Cboth in Chriflendom, Africa, Eaft ang 
Welt Indies) to-deftroie the Spaniards. 


« $o-that.as Godhath raiſed your Highnels | 


- t6 this Greatneſs admirably, to have the Sove- 
raignityi and Dominion of- theſe Nath P/o by 
'this- rent and diviſion of - Portugal from Spain, 
Gol hath facilitated and made the way eafie for 
your Highnels to cut down aud pluck up by the 
'roots this barrenT ree the Spaniards. 44 thoſe 
- Nations in theWeft-Indies, which at this day 


dive winder the Spaniſh Tyranny, and are now fed 


-with-the chaſf-and bran of Popiſh Superſti. 


'tlop, 
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tion, may bee ( hy the bleſging of God) fed with 
the pure manchet of the G59 Jo 6h bee 
delroered from hadily and ſpiritual flavery, 

My daily prazer to God 1s, to keep us u- 
nanimous in this Natign of &ngland, as wee 
and our Predeceſſors were in famoys Queea 
Elizabeths dates; that it may bee the Kudy of 
every good Proteſtant in this Nation with 
heart, hand and purſe, to deſtroy the Spaniards 
greatnels.  _. 

The King of Spains Power js now not 
half ſo much as irwas before Partygel reyolt- 
ed from him, and his Pawer is now farr more 


11 ſhew then ſabſtanee-; his Territories and 


Dominions are at ſuch a diſtance one from 
another , they ſtand like the haires of King 

ames's beard, ſcatteringly , asif ane was a- 
trad of another ; the charges of Garriſons, 
and to keep his Nominions under his Obedi- 


_ ence, doth coſt him (in ſome Countries) farr 


more 'to keep the bare Title, then the Reve- 
nuc$f the Countnes amount unto, witneſle 
our next Neighbour Flanders; andthe like 
is for many other of his Dominions,that yoar- 
ly caſt him many hundred thouſand poundg, 

VVolf by the ears ; andif the 


hee holds a 


King.of Spazn. could bee well rid of them; 
both Hee,and his Counſel. (no doubt) wiſhes 


both Flanders and Holland drowned in the 
N | Seas; 


I 


4 
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Seas .” they have'been the Spunges that have 
ſucked up all hrs Treafure yearly. © 

7 here was wont of old to ber" a ſaying, No 
Fiſhing like the Fiſhing in "the fea'; No ſervice 
like a Ki ſp, I bumbly fag, Xo Warr like 4 

1127; 3: 14-5 OY COT 7 OY 
W arr Wii Spain » NO ſervice like a Prote- 
Hors fe: me, (It FT 3538 3 209% . 

Jfweetan but light on the King of Spain; 
Tall Ftetts, & top chat Courſe, your High- 
neſs and theſe Nations (by Gods aſsiftance) 
will tatn the'fcales of all the Aﬀairs of Chri- 
Nehfom) an@make your Hiphneſs appear the 
tr6E"Defeiider of the Faith in' theſe Imperial 
Dominions, and the Sword and Buckler of all 
the Proteſtant'Churches in Chriſtendom. 

ris a Ruler amongſt Gainiſters; Winn at 
fir (fie atlaft; and great Undertakings are 
notto bee eftected but with great Difficulties. 
IF itpkafeGod to put it into your Highneſſes 
and this Parlamentshcarts,vigorouſly and vi. 
eilanitly to pttfuc the'V Var? in the'V Veſt- 
Toffee al <EProteſtants in Chriſtendof will 
bes botmd* to bleſs God, and'pray for your 
[fe on ns] on ph otros, and, by 
the Bleſsmg of God,” You' ad your: Armies 
and Navies vilfcarche King of Spain in the 
Tupillar ven}, is the Dutch man\faith, Kill him 
as Mad a a berring - which ttiaſt bee done by 
the Ynairinous Powe of thitfe three Nations, 
OY k This 
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| This Courſe vvill- make”: great Brittany 
and Tretand, and their ſeveral and reſpective 
Ports; Havens and Harbors thereof,to a and 
do Cadis and St Lucars work ; our Britiſh 
and ]riſh-ſea-port T owns (by the proſperous 
conduct of your Highneſs Admirals\and Ge- 
nerals) to bethe-Bancks, Magazins and Scales 
for Return of Indian Trealure, Jewels, and 
recious Merchandize. The Drumm and 
api encourages Horſe and Man.. to 
Barcell. Phe word India, and to bee maſter of 
the Treaſure (as Gold, Silver, and other gobd 
things) of that new V V orid,no doubt 1s and 
will bee niore inducing to many noble ſpirited 
Gentlemen, Merchants and Mariners of this 
Nation, then Drumm and Trumpet to Soul- 
diers. But when the Land-ſouldierie ſhall be 
likewiſe intereſſedan the Purchaſe and Honor 
of this noble Undertaking ; and the praiers 
and purſes of the good people of this Nati- 
on in general, and an Act:of this:Parlament 
for letfing a way for thg vigorous proſecution 
and maintenanceof this juſt VVarr, for the 
Good and: Peace of: Chriftendom, to gae.a- 
long inthis glorioys Action, Then ſurely ir 
will bee a-voice of thunder and terror tothe 
Spaniards ;they have ſeen their belt dates, and | 
the Maſlacres and Cruelties they have com- 
mitted in the Indies, confeſſed by.their own 


| BY” .. 
N 2 Coun- * 


"oo EEE FACES. <7. , | EE ESC 


The Epiitle Dedicatorie. 


Countrey-men ; now callsthem to a ſtrict ac- 
comp for the ſins of their Fore-fathers. 

- * All good people of theſe Nations may 
juſtly ſay, your _—_ is ſent by God as a ; 

lefsing of God to Chriſtendom, and as a ſe- * 
cond Fofhua to our Tſrael, to fight the Lords 
Bartels, ' And by your moſt valiant Generals, 
Admirals,Land and Sca-ſouldierie,to put the 
People of theſe Nations into poſſeſsion of the 
Weſt-Indier ' mc. 
107-T heres a ſort of wiltull People in theſe 
Nations, that repine and murmur, and will 
not ſee your Highneſs make theſe Nations 
happic. Ihumbly ſay, Your Enemies ſhall 
ſee this glorious V.Vork done by your High- 
neſs,which ſhall cauſe ſome men to burſt with 
anger. God hath appointed the Valor of this 
Nation to bee a terror and ſcourge co the © 
Spanyards. 
1! By this means the Spaniſh Crna will g@ | 
oup like the ſnaff of a Candle, and all Chriſtendom, | 
that hath been difturbedgprid put into Garbles,con- |, 
fuffons, and Taniults, by their Ambition and | 
Pride; tothe ſlaughtering aud murthering of mil- | 
lions of men, waſting whole Kingdomes and N a- ! 
tions, their wounds and fearrs be bleeding at thu j 
dayin ſeveral places, ? fe, 7 
Be, 9 pr Your Hicnwsss; The | 
Weſt Indies # 3he King of Spain's ſig ; As k 


ampſon's 


! 
» 
- 


ſperity the one of the 0 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatorte. 


| Sampſori's ſtrength lay in bu. Hair, fa doth the 


ftien th of the, King of Spain bye in hi [ndies-: 


Clip but off his Trade of Returns fromthe lndies, 
"Your E:ghneſs. will finde him as weak as water, 
and ſo poor, that hee ſhall not. bee abletopay fars 


'oore-John or a Pilcher ; You will hit bins: in 


the Ball ayd Wihite of the- Hye: If 30u take: the 


Tndies from him by the valour of-Your People; the 
Engliſh may make-bis Caſtilianians grinde Su- 


ar (anes.. in the Barbadoes, and uſe them as 
Goa was uſed in the Priſon- houſ, and keep 
the Spaniards ſo poor, that the Hair of their 
heads ſhall never grow again to diſturb Chriſten- 


dom. 


God Fill yo ever Ne the fav of Union in 


theſe Nations in general, that every man im his 
Calling may have a beart and hand to build up our 
Breaches : that both Your Highneſs and your 
People may 4s one man ſeek the Padividual Pro- 
even as it is the ſtudy 
and cart of ever TY and good Wife 
to pleaſe and _ Le? another : And this is no 
more then ; mo ly ſay) Prudence requires 
at th ts time... for oy as tes of our Peace 
are LY il 67 leave no fone unturned to break 
in 08 us, and to make a diviſion either inhearts 
i bands,” at this conjuntture 'of time, may 
hazard and diſturb the whole Nation, 


()] O Now 


. —— N= 
_ 
- 


The Epiftle Dedlicatorie. 

Now the God of Abraham, Iſaac and Fg. 
cob, which never flumberech nor {leepeth, di- 
rect your Highneſs and this glorious Parla- 
ments Counſels and Actions for his Honor 


and the Safety and Peace of all theſe Nati. 


ons, over whom your H1@nysss (by the 
Grace of God) is PROTECTOR; 
That as Your Highneſs is great and glorious 
in this YYorld, you may bee allo great and 
glorious in the VVorld to come, $6 


ptayeth, 
LONDON, Sept. 24. 1656 
You HIGHNESSs 


mo#t loyal, dutifull 


'V and obediene Subjels, 


THOMAS. FIOLET. 


TO 


OS En . 
_ oy p41 ++. _ 
—_— w gy” nd” BI gs 


- - =_ 


. ——— 
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To His Ahhh 


OLIVER 


' LORD PROTECTOR 
| OF 
England , Scotland & Ireland, | 


a14 the Dominions therennto *b:longing. 


May it 6a Your es 
= == Aving formerly (in November 
Y-|| 1555, and April 1656 laſt) 
moſt humbly preſence Your 
| Highneſs in writing wich 
ſom bumble PROPOSALS, 
| for Your Service, in relation 
to the Alling ro a true and 
juſt accompr all perſons that 
have, direaly or indireQty, 
LEEDS in "rr Cuftodies, che pub- 
lick Monies, [uy Plate, Jewel, Merchandiſe, ot 
any 


(z) 

any other thing or things of value ; and alſo the Sta 
tute 'made at Weſtminſter in the tenth year of the Reign 
of Richard the Second : which excellent Lavy was:made 
« bring co ſtrict accompr all ſuch as had defrauded the 
ing and Stare. The then Parlament, in 'making that 
good Act, was [o carefull to have all perſons brought to 
accompt, that hadvreceived' the publick Treaſure, and all 
ſuch as had defrauded the King and Realm, thatthey made 
it-a premunire and loſs of a man's Eſtate, beſides impri- 
ſonmenc, for any (of what degree ſoever) that perſwaded 
or gave counſel unto the King co havehe ſaid good Lay 
defcared, And they found the itrift and due execution of 
that Law to bee the onely Balſom to cure the great diſ- 
tempers and debts of the Common-wealth, and-ca(e the 
good people in general of great outrages, oppreſgions, and 
inſupponable chaxgges: Theſe arethe very words of that 

Statute, + 
Upon the delivery of this Writing, Your moſt humble 
Subject received Your Higbneſs's gracious pleaſure by M* 


Kelleway that Your Highneſs did approve of thoſe his hum- 
bleand loial endeavours for Your Service ; and that they 
ſhould bee taken into conſideration. 

May .it pleal Your Highneſs; Your humble Subje&t 
finding that on the 26 of May,1656, a Commiſhon was il- 
ſued our, under the Great Seal of England, tocertain per- 
ſons, for to make enquiry and diſcovery concerning all 


rſons that have intheir hands or peſleſsions, Moneys, 
Goods, Plate, Merchandiſe, or any thing of value apper- 
taining to the Comman- wealth, &c. Whereupon Your 
loial Subje& did preſeat unto Your Highneſs's laid Com- 
miſſioners at Worceſter-houl '(about the laſt day of May) 
the names of ſeveral perſpns who had beenentrufted and 
employed as. Accomptants and Treaſurers to receiy and 
finger ws 360 Monies, Lands and Marchandiſe. Ve- 
ry many of theſe perſons havemadethe Commonwealth's 
Money, Lands , Goods/and Merchandiſe which they 


WEere 


(3) 


wereentruſted with, {6 like their own, that to. this day ic 
ſick's in theſe men's hands,and is intheir private poſleſsi- 
on, to the great dammage of the Nation, And many of 
them (upon exaniination) will bee found to have at chis 
time' vaſt ſumms of money in their hands and poſleſsi- 
ons amongſt them all, to the value of many hungred 
thouſand pounds, Likewiſe your loial Subject bath moſt 
humbly preſented your Highneſs how flrit Queen Eli 
zabeth was to have all her Receivers called to a juſt ac- 
compt, never ſparihg her great Officers and Favorites, by 
wyhich means {hee lived and died rich, never finding want 
in her Exchequer, nor her Cheſts without Treaſure. 
Your fairhfull Subje& finde's now (upon his Inquiz 

ry) many of theſe Gentlemen that vere Treaſurers and 
Accompearfs, ro wonder and make it range, that ever 
they ſhould live to ſee the day that any perſons ſhould call 
them in queſtion upon their accompts (and that a juſt and 
true accompt ſhould bee ever expeRed by the State) from 
all Þerfons that have received and poſltſſed them(elys of the 
publick Moneys, Lands, and Merchandiſe, &c. 

+ May iepleaf your Highefs , your bumble Suppliant 
ſaie's, That that opinion of theſe Gentlemen {for to have 
a perpetual Indempaity,and to elcape ſcot-free,as hee moſt 
humbly conceiy's , is not grounded upon any juſt or 
true reaſon), for'there bee hundreds of Orders, Ordinan- 
ces and Adts'toenablethern and thouſands of prople now 
living to-bee'ColleQors of Subſidies, Comminee-men, 
Trealurers, Exciſe-men, Commilſsioners of the Cuftons 
Truftees for the' ſale of the' King, Queen aud, Prince's 
Latids, Biſhop's, Deans inf Chapters , and ocher Delin. 
quents Lands; Receivers, Sequeſtrators, and ColleQors of 
the rriocithly' Takes; ColleQors for Charitable Uſes - and 
all/and' every\ oge' of theſe pe1 ons, by the" ndarnental 
Lawws'of thi s; their bodies, lands atidefiates fron 
the tithe and hour't zi 
wealth, their TEtlotls) Hers ; 


"Army; 


AUG ELL 
CIA vg 
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"and Adminiſtra- 
G 2 eors ; 


(4) 

tor , their and every ene of their Goods, Tenements, in- 
to whole hands they are (old, converted, or do com. And 
al orher Lands, Tenements, Goods and Chartrels , which 
any other perſon then had, or now have ia truſt for their 
uſe, or-vehich atany time ever iereafter ſhall have power 
ro diſpoſe of, are all lyable to the due and true accomprin 
payingand anſwering your Highneſs and your Succeſſors 
the monies, lands and goods, vc. they have received ; and 
this is by many Statutes known tobe the lavy of England. 
And many of them (before they were admitted to att as 
Truſtees , Sequeſtrators , Committe men or Treaſurers) 
took an Oath not toaR contrary to the leveral Rules, Li. 
mitations and Inftruions given them by ſeveral Acts and 
O:ders of Parlament and Council of Sate, as appeareth by 
the Journal baoks and printed Acts and Ogdinances of 
Parlament and Council of State , likewiſe many of the 
aboveſaid perſons, upon ſtrictexamination, will bee found 
wilfully perjured,vvhich makes the Offenders lyable to fine 
and ranſom forthe breach of their Oaths. 4 

The Lavves now in force (to bee duely and-truely exe- 
cuted for to have an exaR accompt) will bring your Figh- 
1eſs and the Common. wealth in milions of money : there 
is not any one of the aforeſaid perſons can ſhew any Or. 
der, Ordinance, A& of che Council of State or Act of Par- 
lament, (that when they were made Covmmitrtee-men or 
Treaſurers) togive them, or any one'of them, a privilege 
or indempnity to cozen-and defraud the State, or to licence 
any one of them to pocket up the Wealth and publick Trea- 
ſure of the Nation, which they have fraudulently conver- 
tedro their own uſe, And when they can ſhew no ſuch 
privilege, (nor ſo much as a pardon) they need not make 
t ſtrange, as many of them doat this day, That they ſhould 
bee forced to givethe Cochnogngh vcalch a juſt, ſtrict, and 
true Accomp, orelſtheir Bodies and Eftates, as alſo their 
Heirs,Exectters, Admii and: Alsigns to bee lyable, 
tll they ſhall have juffly and cruly accompted, 


Your 


<5) 
Your Highaeſs's humbl#{ubject delivered: in Waiting £9 
your Coarmilioners at/ixce/tcr-Houl certain Queries "tot 
his berrer direion ro proceed i in thisfervice, and malt 
humbly defired their judgments thereupon, tharHo- hee 


might. kohcie ccher»his diſcoveries were/ within the 
COgnizance of their. Commilſzion: All which hee humbly 

relented, ar ahem a3 be ding veric materiall both for your 
NON) realths lervice and hee told 


the Comm another hee intended to make their [udg- 
ment chereupo: co him; to bee his Rule either co proceed 
or delilt gcicle diſcoveries, to avo:d unneceſſary exper.ce 
and troubſero himſelf and others. | 

May it pleal your Highae(s; in Jr laſt-your Supplicant 
lefc with, your Highnels ſervant Mr Kelteway the true copie 
of the Writing hee «did deliver co the Commitlioners ar 
IWorceſter:-Houl,and moſt humbly beſoughe himro preſenc 
tie (ame uato your Highneſs, And his moſthumble petitis 
on to your H.ghne(s was, That you wonld bee graciouſly 
pleaſed, upon your Elighneſs s perulal, to ſignitic your plea- 
fuce chereupon to your humble and loyal ſu>jeR; concers, 
ning the premilles ; that ſo hee might kaow how to pro- 
ceed bur Mr Kelleway having no covenient opportunitie to 
getyour Highneſs co penile the ſame (by realon of your 
FH gbneſs other great and weighty aifairs) tere;pan your 
Supplicaat reczived. back, the (aid writing again from Mr 
Kelleway and hath naw printed the ſame, * 

Thecru: reaſon wherefore. your humble Subject hath 
forborn to atrend the Commilsioners ac Worceſter-houl, ro 
receiy their order and direction:concerning the premilles, 
is, m—_ your moſt humble and loyall ſubject intends ro 

the ſame Wricing 1ato the Rardemgntgnd, there, will 

bumb waittor' _Shnars - Hynes sand the Parlaments 5 ra- 

Fr dircQionstherein, And che reſults 
0 1 


ſes w_ es aud your! 
in your great and profound wiſdom 


(6) 
donfor the gloty. of _ ard page «pd cal of the nation 
cg emilles. , Be, 
ed wh nowthen ink porici 


AL. $ % 
Ki d 
. G bt, 


liqu | ne 
ty nhondy a&c of cl: lis Er veg ore ze T5 
dered,conyeited and wrned into. 3E1 oh =hannel, to aye 
thepubliqueTaxes ; which-wijl bee asa [wee {melling 
Perfume inthe noſtcels ofthe wy people of of nation; 
when they ſhall {ce-choſe Careypillers (that baye not onely 
eaten the leavs , but barked. the-niees-of chis Co 
wealth +pGog all opreſsiags and frapd to grow rich) 
bee madeto reftore it. No doubt the work is pleafing and 
blgro God and all good men, and theti manic men 
(who have made theirs acloak to cozen the Com- 
.monwealth,) may bee made to teftoretheir unjuſt deteined 
4 wba__ye Lands. Many men. (under the ſhagddovy of 
nRitie) Having made gain to bee great godlineſs, (inſtead 
of godline(s).to bee great gain. + 
- May it plcal your Highneſs ; your, moſt humble and loy- 
all Subject; your Highneſs's fee implorethto bee relieved, 


having been, impriſoned almoſt four. years in the Tower 
of London; Viz*164-3. to 1647, andews years and nine 
nn i ro kept give rifoner; his eſtate in lands, 
houlcs, offic £ s being taken frombim, 


ro his nd pounds (there being 
then, ogg op Lngs letter from Oxford 
THESE no d ARTS, may or FEE que. Ordi- 

J 5-up the Uo >," ro the 


timea Warrant frolfthe Lo Lord General Hexro p goto Ox- 
| "Y ford, 


(7) 
ford, procured by Mr Theophilus Ryley, then, Scoutmaſier of 
| of che Ciie of Londgn, May i pleal your Highneſs (by-Gods 


. Andit i reſly provided for in Magna.Charts, that. no 
| = taken, impriſoned, or diſtreſſed of his 
free-hold or liberties, or any other waies deſtroicd, but by 
lawful judgment of his Peers,or by che Law of the Land ; 
That,no man -{honld bee deferred or denied Juſtice, or 
Right, 94335 WW. | - $4 
Whereas your Supplicant, afcer he was our of the Tower, 
pecitioned for ſix years conſtantly at the Parlament doors 
the members, and atthe Counſel of State, to have a legal 
Trial by che Parlamemt, or ell by the common Lavy ; 
Andto that end delivercd ſeveral Petitions ta ſeveral meme 
bers of Parlament, yer your Supplicant could never have 
Juſtice, Som of che members of. thethen Parlament; af- 
rer his many years conſtant attendance, anfl great expence, 
ro com to a trial, told him, Had hee been guilty, bee ſhould 
never needed to have petituned the Parlament for a Trial; the 
Parlament would have granted him a Trial without petitioning 
vr it.  - 


« 8) 
hances,and Ocders n after hee Tag brought, up the - 
| MR fon Bo of 6 als: Ef | | EL,9m | 


erfon , 


ng Law? no, not {o much. as the Bieach-of:the 
Behaviour made agaiglt it. in TBE, = <ether to 
Prohibithim or aoy other to.do the ſame. + + 

Hee hath mcinciirhis Buſineſs, with the leveral Hou &, 
Chces; Bonds 'and Mooy tzken fromh:m/;-To which 
hee doth moſt humbly refer him{elf, And Your <upli- 
cant was daily faithfully promiled by ſom -warthy Meir - 
bers of the Long Paclameor and Counſe of State, {who 
pittied Your Sappliczars ſad Condition, ſeeing his wil. 
lingneſs' to ſeive the Commonwealth) to haye [uſtice 
and Reparation :- and- that held up his Spiries, and kept 
bim alwaies ts bee willing, tothEuttermoſtot his power 


and ſtrengths beyond the abilities; of his Eſtate, toengage 
both his time and eſtate; for many years, to do thethen 


ParJarnent man we and-great ſervices, as appears by Your 


Loyal Subj tinted Narrative, 165 3, 3- The l(everal Par- 
ticulars were to his Charges and Expence of many*Hun- 
dred Pounds, : as*by- marry Witneſſes hee can- and hath 
proved: 3 $4 
Belides, oh moſt Renokale Sevic to. the Nation in 
General Joy Supplicant | dids, hy the (ommand. of the then 
Counſel of Stace, which ſhally-an Jrptbe mouths o 
everyone, endl bi < r/a (5 
aducebim a8 a Malignan t,-for ag wp the Stare 
happtn ofthe Nation bt General, + .. 
le Smbj! & did this ſervice wben Van Trump w4s 
4 $. - 1t 1045 10 ſmall hazard, bis *Qenthring to de- 
liverin oa Rye or Srate; in December' 1653. 
whith Writing wat by the Counſel of State referred to the Comm- 
mittee 


(9) 
rnirtee ik Jerrals _—  Wherein Your Supplicant diſer- 
e fraudule: of the Spaniſh ant 
opoldis and bis Aents, to defraud the Parlgment of 

O46 nb nens Þ * above three binds: ou nd 


he ſaw \vime; ' when the Lord Bnbaſſads 
other Affents ' Duke' Leopoldus, aid 
pain's; living at Auropirp Git all 
ore maffrntbeh ts to the +* es inthe Admiraky,; the Couns 
{el of State; "and to the Parlament in November. and De- 

1652, that all th Lading, both Silver and Marchandize 
indhe ſid Ships, did appePtain to the Kg ow * pain and'his 
SubjeFFF, and none other.  * 

( Mey it plraſ Your ro ! was far for mo robe 2 to 
finde out the back of the SpaniaWs Claims to the Silver in the 
Ships, and” to bring it Job's to bee proved by good and*Law 1 
Witneſſes, as I have bere ont f the ron to Tntitle the 
Stare to the Silver in theſe Ships, T ben ſhall bee troubled to finde 
out the Fraudg and-Deceipts of all the: Accomptan's in al of 
this Nation, if once | bee but impowered by your Highnels to 
have an Inſp:&tion on the Accompts, and ſuch Rules dand 
executed, as by the Laws and Statutes of this Nation, hath been 
« formerly put in praftixe «nd the whole Charge of this-D iſcovery 
will not ſtand the State in'12'* the pound, to > bring the Momes | 
into the Exchequer : ry, it may bee ſo Managed, not Six —_ 
Charge upon the Pound.) ; | 

"The Spa Spaniards DA Conrt i Admiriley, b their Counſel, 
- that they ought uot to have the Onus probandum caſt 

their = and Loa, and cate fren's Jiee 
-<-yo viz. = Gen ſigned th"Free Ports, 
ly upon this ſs: And ly to the Court 
of Adwitaltie, that there was no 


wee 

aboard alltv thy of the three Ship Flack vo anke Duc 
[4 s fot 

of the United Provinces, or French, 


PY | I Whereupon 


_—_ 


mn. 


7 that if Tour Supplicant were mp! 
= b CEE Hawes 
. | A ws f I p 


legall Witneſſes, diſprove ag pre no ok Claim 
aig Silver, im the Ships, Samplon; Salvador, and George, 
the Clntize for Wein its(in che bebalfof the Couns 
ny of State and FO) ied | 


f: * and Fees Parlyment a ow ws 
virdover and thewe | ” FA 
by Bradft . ce for” 
told them,” NN ON 'ove' 
ſador's pu yt 1 Legal" and undeniable 
——— ho lear Teſtano & 
os Se T, by i he Datr fl 
ts ere po of Se by thei 
Order of Jetern b 


ant bee in the w 
Walker fro 


he pets in KR Common. 
wealth... . This was Decem.17; 1543.» CY We 
Whe the Court.of Admirakie requirt@ yout # 
Sn upplicant ro appear before the Coualel of Stace, chat TP?» 
noon at three of the dack. to an[vygr before the Coualel 
of Statgto.their for your Supplicaacs Aﬀtioa and 
Proteſt in the Court « Adrairaley ; your Supplicancs Pro- 
telt being made againſt and contrary to I Order of Parla- 
ment, as.Judg Extonaffirmed in the Court of Admiralcy. 


There was many hundred ofMerchanis in the Adm 
ralty, the Spaniſh Aimballadors Secretary, Duke Leopoldud 


his Ageats, and ſeveral Spaniards; per Supplicane 
made his Protelt againſt. e dilcharge of othlef flyer ſhips, 
ſilver and merchadaife And chart” very jo the afrer- 
noon, at the Counlel. of Scate, ur hon E- the 
Admiralty, cadir WA apers, your licane 
humbly a ainſt che diſc I Sip (the 
Sampſon, Salvador and _ and allcheir filyer and lading. 
Upon a full debate before x of State, theſe chree 

F and ſilver were all y Eats) none Cong 


mw ge 
all diligence ramak EE diſp = 
ra-make zo rove c 
ke thek ws noe, ;-g ; 

plicant rc mg 


— e 


wWhil < 
4 


| —_—_ nd tot 
ly ( 


i] PER ofthis Buſineſs, 
241d) em loying: = vet mein this Ser- 
rs by es ſeveral its, for meer ſixteen 


cc ftani 
e,.. as 


ther. All theſe mens e ces at their meet- - 
re, ap tent of in for theit time, your 
moſt ht upplicantout of his own putl hath oiſchar- 
ged, Andes heed, toenablc himſelfco do this ſerviee, 
and co find Out the bot of the Spaniſh -Ambaſſadors 
and, in dlaiſmingehis flyer, YourSopplicare (ar che car- 


neſte his Warrants 
oth | ') did-cauſe 
tob | and took notes of many thouſand 
ſheecs of pt | hee eauled fo bee tranſlated 
our of D | into: 1cerni 
ns 1 "For: | 


0 -works ; Vie one M*- 
| Td grim ic in Folland, ard Mt Bald- 
wyne chat ha avalfo:your'Sup 

[fer whidh ver 


done Ro Gcant@Hiboven char- 
rn penny as yer, either from the Parla- 
'$t 56 your Hb for'all his dif- 

of Doctor Walker. 

And 


4 
Ang bad your Supplicantfailed to make pog 
all &. ai L AQ <A, 7 1 


to the,Cou "4.46 
rt n d unapet vcore 


cof cons, OP 
X1 his utter Tuine, 

Your Highneſs, and your moſt honorable Counſel , Will 
ſee ur cleerly proved, the great expence, pains and hazzard 
which your humble SubjeR hah been at tl, chis very 
day, your Peticionen paying intereſt for above five huadred 
pounds ; which money, every penny, hee expended in chis 
(ervice (as appears by the Oaths of ſeveral perſons which 
your Nopplicanr employed, and they were privy to the lay- 
ing out of che ſaid ſurmms of money onely in this ſervice, 
(Theſe original Papers remain ie M' Jeſſops and MF, Scobels 
cuſtody.) And your humble Supplicant truſts in God and 
your Highneſs, that hee ſhall have his Eftate reſtored, or the 
full value, for doing this great ſeryice, according to the 
then promile of the then Counlel of Srate, whereof your 
Highneſs was then.a Meral 
. May it pleal your fr, Had theldng Parlament 
and Counſcl of State coified the money which your $ 
plicaneftaycd, or altered tha property thereof, hee is realy 
mers by many hooorable Gentlemen of the long Pal 
Faodte then Coualdl of State, that hes (bould have 
me ſatisfafion wich POT, for: this great ſervice : But 


ay the Reward, before they received th: 

"yy lay, Theold Counſel of State ſet mee (your 

bs Subje&) to - __ buſh for them , but. your Highneſs 
0% the Bird ; . and ſince your Supplicant hath afted by ſeveral 


Orders of your Highneſs Counſel, beeing promiſed by thein a Jo 
K 
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wy yo | 
pr ant hath d doties 
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world the juſt cauſi the then. Parlamerit 46d; 
Stare had in 1652 forthe ee ghele Thips® By Sal. 
vader; and Geor ge) and the ilver, from nrideoiable Teſti- 
mdgies. *Upsn the! ht ivhereof, che miouths of 'many 

moring merchangs will be topped, when they fee upon 
what rounds this (il Iver vvas ſtayed, and the As witnel- 
les top proofs for to juſtific cherrith, to diſprooy the Spa- 
teſt Amor and Span iards Claims to all this(l het in 
enele | / 


"May Tea" fy; Highneſs eſs . It 18'out of the mouths wr 
many PP Rl, gers 1h 1 ps that (this Voiz ge) 
from S In attos rd.cheſe very ſhips, all able and GE 
awe Th ; they ve wy ho 
. That rear quantities of th flyer and merchandiſe 
wv3S 4div ſhip,board in for the actompt ofthe 
Hollgnders and Merchancs of Amſterdam, hd other parts'of 
the United Provinces,  * 
2. By ſeyeral Adviſes from Fond Seas from Elillaid 
ang Piper (by the Padlggtics A entat S* Lucars, in Spain 


MFWilon, n, and M* Pt ompeys Calendrens Letters from Hold, 
an dM Sleniers mes Doe herein England )that ſe 


be were ound Flt, and a great part ofthe fi lver 
for merchants of Hollayl and Zealand : Allo the Colnſe! 


of State h | that fore of: the ſame 
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IP lr is Tien by leyeral HATER Di ond Bb 
have put i bo aku ro. ſeyeral pa F ls or.f1 
three ſhip $) Thar ſeveral pneby; {i lver then aboard thele 
ſhips, was loaden and puraboar theſe, ſhips' for che pro- 
per accomptof Wit $487 of London. Which clearly ſhew- 
ed the Spaniſh Ambaſſadors Claims to all this ſilver 48 bis Ma 
fters ſilver, and onely for bis Catholick Majeſtie,.q C ; Subjefts 
accompt.) to bee anotortous Stare trick, and fc get the 
Treaſure out of the States. Os that x was in Par 3 a IPs. © And 
if the Spani Ambaſl: $$ could hayedone 1 Ut, bee was to 
have by many thouſand pounds of the awrners for doing 
of this Stare Buſineſs ; bur (by Gogs aſh ſtance) your hum - 
ble Supplicanc prevented him: ro his great expence 499 
danger 0 of his life for doi 7 g this ſervice, | 
3. Itis confelſed and'proyed, Thar ſevera] nakigly of 
filver aboard cheſe {hi = ? tgh cntred-1 in Bills of Lading 
ſeigned names, 2 coal to avoid the taking of the 
Nee and monies likewils to ayoid the Mjvdcaion and 
condemnation of the ſame if thele le ips .and their 
lod FR were [eized on ; and! that the 43 Lading now pro- 
in (onrt of Admiral pe 0 ? ta,when they heard 
* bad ingrrs, with H and al the D wel names of the 
Bills Rh This is hore, . 
6. re is in the Admi States | Generals Com- 
tmiſcion to De Wit oy De bug their Nin 
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7, Your wall ſee (upon the whole matter and 
proſecution of his Anes) pe _ ribirg 
cant hath left.no ſtone CT, nor &d a any coft, haze 
zard or paingt rodothe Parlament(and Gn e your, * Hphne iphneſs) 
this lervice.) Andyour humble Supplic icantisfully affured, 

Thar itisa far Eaher work for him to diſcover the frauds 
of the Accomprans d Commirree men of this Nation, 
if hee had a Commiſion to 'bee your. r Fbghneſs $ Remem- 
brancer, to ſee this Buſineſs effeQually wy ured, chan td 
have naade this Diſcovery of theſe filyer ſhi 

8. Hee hach clearly proved ſeveral unfree e goods and 
parcels of filyer aboard. Fecſe ſhips ps , appertaining to the - 
Pitch, (then our Fliemies) which bath made' all the filver' 
acd merchaodilc lyable to a ſeize and confilcation. = 

6. May it pleaſ your Hdjghneſt ; In France,one parcel of goods 
found a ſhipeboard, and conſigned to an enemy, confiſcates all the 
ſhip and goods, In Spain and m- Holland » one barrel of But- 
- ter of a exfe of Piſtllnſyned but as x preſent to a friend, ſhall 

confiſcate both ſhip and goods. And Jonr humble Subje& hopes, 
the ſame Law that is civil-for them beyond the Seas je judg and 
put wpon our M lerchants a and their Ships and Merchandize there, 
ues SY gland to oft res a breach of, 
Jus Geacium, when it @ but the ſame e which 
hath been in this Bufonlah mi ' vp ab a which 
 Forrainers odminiſter tour: | rhe beyond the Shue tid And 
this is a known truth in many Merchants caſes, that had nat ſo 
mach Juftce in. Spain, as wre have given to Forr ainers here, 
even in theſe their {ver S, biss. 
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Here follow the ſeveral VV icneffes, Exami- 
nations and Proofs#againſ(t the Silver 
Ships, (Sampſon, Salvador, and George) ac- 
cording to the Original Records. 


M* Joac 1M PEESLER, Chit- 
#rgeon upon the great Sampſon, (Ot- 
to George eM after, above ;6 years 


of age) teſhifieth, wig. 


I. Hat as they were at Cales, they took in all cheir La- 

ding of Silyer, the mott of which was broughc 
in by night ; amongſt the reft, 40 barrs of Silyer loaden 
by che order of a Portugees at S* Licats, and conſigned to 
his Brother (a Jevy dwelling in Amſterdam). 


2. Whenthey had been ten daies at ſea, the Purſer was 
ordered by the Captain to go into the Fore-caſtle, and cake 
his Book and blot out all the names of the Hollanders and 
Zealanders, and,in their place, to inſert abundance of other 
names : After which,they looked it over, and found faule 
with ſome-names that remained unakered, (aying, They 
were too well known, {o hee put other ſtrange names in their 
tooms. Then they examined it again the third time,and 
found ſome names that they thogghe were tos vell 
known in England ; ſo hee daſht'Gut their names, and 
put in others in their rooms; and then cauſed them, after 
the third time of Examination, to bee written out _— 

L n 


| (18 ) 
And hee ſaith, That the Purſers Book that is now to bee 
ſeen, is that, which is 5 -norhgt oo, lince the brooghe- 
rings of the Original , by blotting out ſeveral 
Fr wn = the original i or Book. being not 
ro bee. found, 


. There were 4. barry of Silver (as they-lay at Friff ) 
all out of why here by reaſon they «4a 00 4 
to beecartied avvay, they were put into a barrel of (alt by 
the Steers-man and another : three of which barrs are 
yet aboard, for want of an opportunity toconvey them a 
ſhore, but the fourth is carried a ſhore. 


4. When the Silver was taken in at Cales, they agreed 
to gn ſeveral Bills of Lading for O/tend,though they were 
conſigned to Amſterdam (as is well known to the above- 
faid Joachim Peeſler ) , for hee heard Laders themſelys 
ſay at Cales, That though the Bills of Ladipg were ſigned 
for Oftend, yet the Silver was to bee ſent to Hmſterdan. 


5. Hee faith, That at Cales hee would have been freed 
from the ſhip Sampſon ; for that the Maſter would not 
Il him to what place hee was bound : whereupon the 
told him, Thatif hee would go for Amſterdam, hee 
might continue his ſervice aboard ; for that the ſhip 
ſhould firſt gofor Amſterdam : but afterwards hearing of 
the Warrs between England and Holland, the Maſter told 
hin they were bound for 0ſtend. 


..6. Hee faith, That out of the Elias,and two other ſhips, 
(of which vyere Maſters, (]aes Peterſon, and Daniel Ferrine, 
all belonging to. 1d) ſeveral parcels of -filver were 
brought aboard the Wimp/on in Cales road, and remained a- 
board the Sampſon, when ſhee was taken by the Engl ; 
the ſaid Joachim being aboard the Elias, when the filver 
was thence ſent aboard the Sampſon. 


7, blce 


(19) 
. Hee ſaith, That the Steers-man, Peter Nant b 
on thore from the \oip Sampſon a parcel of ſilver, Trans He 
bigneſs of a large Sugar loaf , which t« well knew 
did belong to one Daniel Ferrine, a Maſter of a ſhip in An- 
fterdam, 


L D. Joachim Peeſler. 
Dated March 21» 1653, | 
Wee underwritten do witneſs, That the above 
Articles were affirmed to-bee true by the 


ſaid Joachim Peeſler, who ſubſcribed 
the ſame in our preſence, 


VVill. Reymes, 
I. Carleton, - 


Jonathan Symo=ds, 
THO. VIOLET, 
A true Copie, 


Joachim Peeſler, Gondiong Chirurgeon 
__ the Ship Sampſon, now riding at 
rift, whereof # Captain Otto Orgs 


Aketh oath,that the ſaid Qtto George, meeti bimin 
Ma ſtreet, -alled him Villaio and gaye im manic 0- 


d laid 


ther' opprobrious words, and came 
hold upon a weapou the ſaid Otto had about him, 
drew the ſame ; whereupon, one that was in. C 
wich the [aid Orto Georg e, dhis ar, and wor | 


fer him further to 
the ſaid Otto replied proc hee Fin 


Foachim | whereupon 
ring ela rap 
LI fide : 


(20) 
bes: i842 > ſaid Joachim doth verily beleey,itche man had 
he [aid Otero 5 Cows thar +4 had then and there 
—— hit m, "y 


_ Jonathan Symonds maketh oath, That bee hath 

declared the whole ſubſtance of what is above written m 

Dutch to the ſaid Joachim Peeſler, who affirmeth the 

ſame to bee the whole truth , and bee ſaith,that bee bath 

declared to bim,the ſaid Joachim, the ſubſtance of the 

w cath bee is to take. 

gh E. D. 

+ HO, VIOLET. 

mT at true Copie. 


This quartel did ariſe upon the Confeſsion of Joachim 
Peeſler (Chiturgeon of the ſhip Sampſon) when Otto George, 
the Captain of the Ship Sampſon, had heard that thee had 
diſcovered the truth for the State , concerning the altering 


ofthe Dutch Bils of lading in this Ship; and Otte George 
and the Spaniards malice was ſo great to Joachim Peeſler for. 
making this dilcovery,that (I have heard it credibly repor- 


ted)they poiſoned him ſhortly after, and then reparted hee 
Gan the French Pox. 


Without all + '_ 1.Jacb Ela reftelierh, that ſo ſoon as they came into the 
__— Dovwns andthe Maſter gone to London, that the Steerſman, 
were flung in-" Peter Naut”, took up a bundle of writings, and tied chem 
were the rue farſt to an Iron Bur,and then threw them into the ſea. And 
als of Le- tie" Taid Jacob knoweth'this tobee true for , ; hee delivered 
$”" "the Tron to, glie Steerſman, and ſaw him tic it faſt, and 


tow ict the Sea. | 


xong: 0s Gigbth ſid Ship was brought into the River of 
there hath Fant conſiderable quantities of filyer 

mn but of the Ship, particularly as they lay at Ef, 

EG" ſeveral 
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| Jonathan! Symmonds, 


ntiferetha Lad he 
wyhere they took in 2 mg en as. ) 
hartheIFend in going. oy Lighers | <4 

Killer men of Warr there , ro condudt them 


where they lay chree or four monerhs for the ſilver Fleet”; 
” M3" And 
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April 18. 165%, | 
The Teftimony of Barnard Claſon , a- 
bout the age of 22 years, . 


Aich, Hee was taken aboard the Sampſon, (Otto George 

0 Maſter Yat Tolloomin France, and ſailed with him from 
thence to Genoa, and to Allicant, ſoto Malaga, then to Cales, 
whhere ar firſt hee gave it out hee wee for Amſterdam ; and 
not onely che Captain, but che Stgerſman ſaid.che ſame» 

Hee (orcher faich, That hee heard a Merchancs man ſay 

co the Steerſman, hee had two Barks of Ox or Cow hides, 
that were to go for Amſterdam ; ad asked the Steerſman 
if their ſhip was bound for Anſterdaam ; to which the 
Steerſman anſwered, Yes, they were bound for Amſterdam , 
but after hearing of the Warrs bervwveen England and” Hobs 


land, then they gave it out they were bound for AY 


LD. | 
Barnard Claſon, 


THO. VIOLET; 
4 true Copie, 


T he Certification or Information of 
John Perrin, one of the "Ships company of 
the Vice- Admiral of the Ships now under 
arreſt , which pfrtens to bee of Hambo- 
rough, called he Salvador, as followeth : 


| Es ep The ſaid Jobn Perrin (being about 32 years of 
ilape) doth jrr2 That hee being an Engliſh man, 


borg at Tonge, neer Sittingbourn i in the County of Kent, 
N That 


( 26) 

That hee beeing about his occalions at Cades in Spain, 
"where the aforeſaid ſhip: Laded) hee was entertained by 
he maſter 6f che laidSalyador,for wages, (as they pretended } 
o go for Oftend: and coming homewards, (as the Ships 
:ompany was at Prayer) one Thomas Thomaſon, an Italian 
alſcnger in the laid ſhip, demanded of a Spaniſh mer. 
:hanr, Whither the ſaid ſhip was Botnd”? to Which the 
aid merchant replyed, Thar they intended for the Downs, 
here ro take in aPilor ; And fatd, 'that they would froth 
.hencego to Oftend ; And that the moſt part of the goods 
were-to go for Anſterdam : Alſp, thar at the ſame ime, 
wheti the ſaid Salvador 'came from Cades, there vvere ſe- 
/en ſhips more came from thence with her ; And that 
he- maſters mate of the great Sampſon: told bim the aid 
John Perrin, that three of the ſa:d ſhips were going to 

St 'Mallows | "and four of them to' 'Oftend; whereof five 

of the aid ſeven ſhips/are here in the River of Thames, 


T bis John Perrin lives at Feyer- 
ſham i Kent, when bee @ in England. 


per me John Perrin, 


vi +1» 


This Paper was delipered to mee December 
14- 1652. by M* Richard Pitts of the Tower ; 
In the preſence of 


"M1 D. KY John Reynolds, 


THO. VIOLET; 
4 true Copie, 
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ON 


T he Declaration of Philip Brown con: 
cerning the Ship Sampſon, /aid 20 
bee of Lubeck Nov. 24. 165:. 


N Aich; that hee was ſhipt in the ſaid Ship ac Talloon, a- 
bout the beginning of the ſummer ; from whence the 

Ship ſailed to Genoa, and from thence to Lighorn, where 
they expected to bee conveyed by* gwo Hollanders (whic 
were gon the nightbeforechey gotthither) which ſhuuld 
have condnated them to Cales ; where, when they arcive-, 
they lay ſeaven vveeks : and this deponent faich, that in 
thattime hee cook in by night for 16, or 17. nights toge- 
ther ſeveral parcels of ſilver ; and he ſaith further chac (being 
one night walking upon the deck with the Maſters matc) 
the ſaid Brown askt him whether or no the ſaid ſhip with 
her lading would not bee Prize to this State, in calc it 
ſhould bee taken by any of the. Parlaments Fleet: Hee 
auſwered, that hee thought the Plate vyould prove Prize, 
by reaſon that moſt part of the Money -was returned for goods 
out of the Weſt Indies, which were ſent thither by the Hollan- 
ders: And this Deponent ſaith further, that hee ( un- 
derſtanding the difference between this Nation and the 
Hollanders, ( being, very defirous to come for his own 
Country ) deſired the Maſter toclear him, which hee de- 
nied, And cold him, that unleſs hee would go with him 
to the Port whether hee was bound, hee*would pay bim 
no wages; but hee would not confels whether hee was 
bound : Bat the realon why this Deponenc left che (aid 
ſhip was, becauſe hee heard, by all Circumſtances, that 


they were bound for Hialand, : | 
"IP . Philip Brown, 
Witneſs x | 
_ Jimes Reynolds. * Tio. Viorer. 
J. Ds - + [1 A true Copie. 


N 2 | Wedneſday 
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Wedneſday the zo, day of March 
1653. 


Maſter, declareth, that on Monday laſt the ſaid George 
came aboard the Sampſon,and ſhortly after fell inco diſcoyrf 
with this Affimant, and one Wiliam Sharp, another Wai- 
ter aboard, and cold them, that hee was queſtioned con- 
cerninga good quantety of filver that was ſaid to bee taken 
away out of the ſaid ſhip ; And then ſaid, for my part I never had 
away but 4-00 pieces of Eight; which was my own money, and 

my plate for my own table. T is true ( ſaid bee ) there were 
three barrs js 3 an balf barr of ſilver, under my Cabbin, which lay 
there after the Engliſh had ſeized the ſaid Ship, and by my Fi 
reftion, the Steerſman took them from in to di iſpoſe of them 
in ſome ſecret place, And took. an Hogſhead , and filled ic 
' with Salt; and hid the three barrs and an half amongſt the 
. Salt, and afterwards the Cook, having occaſion - uſe 
ſor ſalt, vyent to fetch ſome out of that Hogſhead, and 
here hee found he filver aforeſaid : And now ( faid the 
ſaid Otto George ) the half barr is wiſsing, bur for the three 
Barrs they ſhall bee forth” comming. And then added 
(which beekad alſo ſaid divers other times ) that if the 
Ships and Lading ſhould bee made Prize, bee would bee 
anſverablc, or elf hee would bee hanged, or they ſhould 
have his life for it. And this, orto this effe&, the (aid 
M- George, at the time and place aforeſaid, ſpake- and des 
clarcd freely, and of his own accord, to the parties afore- 


I . 


p Marſhall William Sh 
L , Dy" jp las Shop 


ih Marſhall a Waiter on board the Sampſon, Qeto George 


Tao; Viousr. 
4 true Copie, 


69) 
An Information given to the Com- 


miſcioners for Dutch *Priſes, Decem- 
ber 27. 1652. by 


Efterday, being the 26 of December 1652, I Eun: 
phery | Fairdiffe ®Waiter for the Cuſtome-houle,, on 
board the Great Sampſon, now riding at Eriffe, had ſome 
diſcourſ vvith the Cooks mate, who cold mee,hee intended 
to.com up to the Captain of the ſaid Ship,as this day, who 
( ſaid hee ) is in London, to ask him for ſom*money ; and 
that it hee would not give him mopey as hee had given 
other folk, viz. the Steerſman, the Scriygn, che Gunner, 
the:Cooper, and Jacob the Cabine Boy, and many others; 
that then hee would. go up tothe States, and diſcover fo 
much as would make the goods and Ship Prize. altoge- 
ther : and would d no. more then what hee had 
heard vvith his cars and ſeen with his eyes. 

Hee ſaid, hee heard the Boaiſwain ſpeak-to the Steerſ- 
man berween Deck, and ſaid it an Engliſh Ship did meet 
with them, and knew that the Silver was Holland goods, 
they would take it for Pr.ze And the Steecſman did 
make an{vver, ſo they would, andthe Ship roo. And 
another ſtanding by laid,the Ship was too great co go into 
Oſtend : To whom hee anſwered, that they intended to lie without 
till the Boyers came from Holland to fetch-away the Silver : and 
then the Ship being lighter they could yo into Oltend. 

Hee ſaid alſo, that hee ſavy them wherethey had be- 
ſtowed all theSilver, andthat i lay a baſt the Maſte, bur 
the Ship ſwimming coo much by the Sterne, they brought 
a great deal of the. hlver and laid it on both fides before 
the Maſte, | 

And bee ſurther told mee that all the Silyer is Hollands goods 
and more of the other goods, as Hides, And when hee had 


ſo ſaid, Peter the Boy came in and interrupted us, other- 
| wile 


(45) 

Wiſe | had known more of his minde at that time, 

. Hee alſo gold mee, that for a inonth together, whilelt 
they were at (ales, they knew no, ocher but they were to 99 
for Holland; bur afterward, when the News came thar 
the Engliſh and the Datch vwere fallen out, that then hee 
ſaid, they cook the goods out of the Holland ſhip they were 
i,. and gave it out,' thicy avene to carry,the goods to 


0ſtend 


All this was ſpoken and done on the day and year 
before named, ; 


And on Tueſday the-28 of December , 1652, I met 
. again with the. Cook's Mate aforeſaid, - and hee told mee, 
that hee had received ten. peices of Eight of his Capraio, 
and now hee would go aboard again. 
And one Eraſmus, who belongech alſoto the ſame ſhip, 
Gich, that hee had got money of the ſaid Captain, and hee 
would notgoabotrd any more, 


Humphery Faircliffe. 


Humphrey Faire made oath of the truth of that 
which is contained in this Paper, the 28 day o 
December, 1652. before mee 


'Y Tho. Exton. 


THO. -VIOLET. 
A true Copie. 
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 . The Information. of Stephen Bg:ckle 
oM erchant. Ox 


His Informant [aith, that about the 30'' of Novem 
bergalt, /tilonovo; being then in Holland, 2nd tra- 
velling in the Skute a Delph ro the Hague,, 

( there being in the Boar divers Putch-men of quality, 
dwelling in Delph, ) hee heard them diſcourl about the 
> hong. Ships by che Engliſh; eſpecially cheraking of the 
laſt Plateſhips, now under the Notion of Hambargers. In 
which Diſcourl one of them (being one of the Lords of 
Delph, and a Member of the Eaſt India Company there, )did 
confidently affirmto the reſt of the Gentlemen, that the (il- 
ver on board the Hamburgers, now in cuſtody of the En- 
gliſh, did belong to ſeveral Dutch-men of Amſterdam and 
Harlem: And further ſaid, that although it might bee 
pretended, that the filyer did belong to Hambwreb, yet at 
laſt ic would fall upon their own heads, hisreaſon bein 
this, That the Engliſh were ſubtil enough to finde Gutthe 
ground of the bulinels. 


Febr. 14+ 1652. London. , Stephen Puckle. 
Witneſſed by 
William Randall, Clerk to the 
Commiſsioners. . 
Edward Birch... 


J. D. | 
rt Tno. YViorter. 
A true Copie. 
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(32) 
The States Generals Letter: The Original, 


uMler the great Seal of Holland, in the Court 
of Admiraltie. | 


HeStates General of the United Provinces : Faithfull 

and welbcloved ; That which wee have reſolved 

to day, concerning the protecting and defending of theſe 

Ships bound from Spain towards the United Netherlands, 

which arcex{peRed , you will ſee out of the incloſed Ex- 

rraRt of our Reſolutions ; according to the Contents there- 

of, you are to govern your ſelves, wherwith concludiog, 
wee recommend you to God's proteQion. . 


E. Hooleck 
In the Hague. 15 Sept. 1652. 


By order and appointment of the ſaid Lords States 
General in the abſence of the Griffer, 
G J. Sproulon. 


Tg our faichfull Friend Witte Cornelis DeWitte 
Vice- Admiral of Hilland and Weſt Frieſland. * 


. Dominica, "Chin Sept, 1652, 


'J Ppon what hath been preſented by the Lords Depu- 
ties of the Province of Hlland, in the Aſſembly 
after deliberation had, Itis reſolyed, chat in purſuance of 
their high and mighty Reſblution of the 31 of Auguſt laſt 
paſt, do declare by theſe, that the Yice-Admiral de W ute, and 
the Vice-Commander, de Rayter ſhall bee. written unto, 
That the ſhips commung from Spain towards theſe United 
Netberlands, and gxſpeted home, ſhall not onely bee pro- 
rected againſt the Engliſh, bur againſt all others whomloe- 
ver, who would offer to damnifie them. | 

| E. Hooleck. 


An 
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An Extra out of the R'sxG1sTER of the 
ſecret Reſolutions of the High and Migh- 
ty Lords, the States General of the United 
Netherlands. 


Die Sabbati, Auguſt 31. 1652, 


Here being produced the ſecond time in the 4ſſem- 
bly, the Report of the Lord Yerbolt for the Sea affairs, 
in purſuance of their Reſolution of the 26" Tur- 
rant, They have peruſed and examined the Letter of the 
(ollede of Admiralty at Amſterdaon, -written from thence the 
24 of the ſame moneth , together with a Petition, ſigned by a 
g00d number of Merchants of the ſame Town, in the behalf of 
themſelvs and others likewiſe intereſſed in the Spaniſh Trade, 
concerning the ſecuritie and bringing in ſalvo the Ships and Sil. 
ver which us expeFted out of Spain ; That the ( ommander of the 
Fleet of this State ſailing, do convoy aſwell the Oftend Ships as 
the Hamburgers ſhips laded with Silver, in caſe they ſhould re- 
uſe to it. Whereupon, after deliberation held, it was re- 
ſolved, Thar there ſhall bee a Letter ſent to the rere-Admi- 
ral, De Rutter, that in cale they in the ſaid Channel ſhould 
meet any Oftend ſhips,or Hamburgers, coming (as aforeſaid ) 
laden from Spain, they ſhall convoy theſe ſhips at this con- 
juncture of time ; Vi2z.the ſaid Oftend ſhips to the coaſt of 
Flanders, and the others "into this Countrey ; Although it 
bee not according to their former _InſtuRioas, w | 
they would'or nor, or would not conſent toiir. | 


. H., Bevering. 


This agreeth with the ſaid Regiſter in the abſence of the 
Graffer, ©  _ ' TJ. Sprouſon, 


P Thele 
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Theſe Original Warrants and Orders of 


the Stares General, -and Petition of the 
Merchants of Amſterdam, were taken in 
a Dutch ſhip thatwas going with them to 
Cornelius de Witte , vice-Admiral of Holland 
and Weftfriexland, and brought to Dover 
,to M* Vincent Delabarre and M* Thomas 
Delavale, merchants there, before they 
came to” the vice-Admiral of Holland; 
ho, finding them to bee of great Con- 
cernment and ſervice to the State, acquain- 
red Your Supplicant therewith ; and they 
ſent thent up to the Lord Bradſhaw and 
Counſel of State, to bee made uſe of for 
the ſervice of the Coammon.wealth , 


their. great Commendations for their Fi- 
delity to'this Nation in this- particular. 


hs OY 


CO E—_ | — 
— 


An Extract tranſlated out of a High 
Dutch Letter from the Hague, bear- 
ung date the 15% of Novem. 1652. 


Here was a Repote the other day at Amſterdam, the 

7 Hagne atid here, That the Engliſh had taken our Spa- 

t . Which made many look very dolefully, 

| dam 30 per cent. was offered for En- 

ſurance , bur 50 per cent. was, demanded, But this is 

found to bee. an Appciypha , eſpecially if wee may 
| beleeythe report which is come from Antwerpt; for the 

Letters 
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Letters which came thence, of the #4 inſtant, do:menti» 
on, Thar nine ofche [aid ſhips were ot to Dunkerk and 
0ſtend, which had the mioft part of the money in them ; 
Wee do long (with fear) for the confirmation. * 


L D. 


So that although the Port bee Dunkerk or Oftend where 
theſe ſhips pretended to unlade, yet the Adyenturers and 
Ovvners are of Amſterdam. And this you {hall ſee cleerly 
confirmed out of teyeral Papers of the States Geneta), upon. 
the Pecition of the merchants of Amſterdam, inthe behalf 
of themſelys and others, intereſſed 1n the Trade. 
There. were above thirty other witneſſes, all ers in 
th:ſc ſhips, which I brought daily ro the Admiraltie co 
 M{ Budd, they States Proctor, to "i ally examined in 

the Court of Admiraltie » who could and would have 
diſcovered the whole bottom of the Spaniards frauds in 
the claiming of chis Silver : Butth the neglet of Mr 
Budd, and the craft and vigilancy of the Claimers, and che 
Spaniſh Ambaſladors Secrerary the witneſſes that I would 
have cxamined for the State, (being moſt of chem Paſſen- 
gbrs in thele ſhips, this voyage from Spain) they had monies 
given them, and were packed away out of the Nation, 
before they wereexamined in the Admiraltie fot the State : 
Of which abuſe and injuric to the State, | heavily com- 
plained to che then Counkel of State, but the Couniell 
Was. diflolved two daies aker they had made Order for 
the ſtrict examination of this Buſineſs, which was about 
the 20" of April 1653. M* Budd, the States ProRter, was 
too great with the Spaniſh Ambafſadors Secretary. And 
that was the reaſon why my witneſſes were nor all exa- 
mined inthe Admiralty but let paſs beyond the Seas with- 
out examination. 


P 3 li; 
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4518 the Regiſtry T fnde, amongſt ma- 
ny other proofs, this following. 


N#a Letter to M' Samuel Wilſon from'M* James. Wilſon, 
| Agent for the Parlament at Cades, dated Offober 19" 
new ſtile, 1652. This day goes away leveral ſhips bound 
(as they give out) for Oftend ; and Bills of Lading made 
rhicher, bur ®he Port is for Amſterdam : There gocth a- 
mongft them +4 or 800 Potaccoes of Tobacco, as neer as 
vvee can gueſs. 


[This was written- out of Spain by the Parlaments 

- Agent M* James Wilſon, who is now in London (as 

I am informed); and, no doubt, can give 4 reaſon of his 

writing the ſame to M" Samuel Wilton, tte Commiſſi- 
oner for Prize Goods. | | 


Fa Is the Regiſtry of the Admiraltie. 


"I Ernard Claſon, John Perrin, and: Thomas Angel, Paſſen- 
LJ) gers in the Salvador, Sampſon and George , cenfels, 
Thatthere were eight Ships in one Fleer, when they came 
from Cades: And though they were to goto Oſtend, moſt 
part of the goods were to goto Amſterdam. Y 

The like doth ſeveral other Wirneſſes confeſs ; And 
that theſe rhree ſhips ſer ſail from, Cades 1g) of Ofober 16 52. 
And when'thele ſhips were a lading,they were bound for 
Amſterdam: ' And whien they heard of the Warr between 
Us and Holland, then they gave out they were for Oftend. 


Several 
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Everat huanble'Propoſals' ['imiade to Door Walkc;,; 
and from him to the Commintee of the Counlel ot 
State appointed to take"an Accompe of your Supplica-1: 
touching this Bulinels, for ſending of Commilsioners in- 
to Spain, t6 examine” the Laders in Spain, concerning the 
che Claims of this Silyer.: which is the common way they 
do it, not bygvay of Ma , but by Intreaty, accordin 
to the CO Civil Law eee all Countries ho 
have Amity one with another, This is daily done : Which 
had they \ſent Commilsioners , T here is not one of the Spa- 
niſh Merchants that are ndftnated in the Bills of Lading in 
the Court of Admiralty, that durſt bave owned the Tran/- 
porting of Silver eut of Spain, for it: is loſs,of Life and Eſtate n 
Spain,to Tranſport Silver, (if you confeſs it,or bte.taken doing it) 
And whether wee had Peace or Warr with Spain, the Silver had 
been all the States : For what ſilver belonged to Holland, the 
Dich they could not Claim, by the laſt Articles of Peace , And 
what the Spaniard Claimed heer, by Merchants, would have all 
been denyed in Spain; for no man ther# wonld confeſs the Tranſ- 
porting Treaſure : And if the Bills of Lading and the Laders 
were denyed to bee true” in Spain, the State had done their 


work. 
[ have ſtated this bufineſs at large; to ſhew the great 


Expence, crouble, hazard and pains, the hard and diffculc 
wayes | found out ; Imade ufe of Sea-tmen that were Pal- 
kengers, Merchants, Engliſh, Strangers, all ſors of people, 
and all intereſts, to effe& this ſervice, I took pains night 
ahd day. Wo vr 
Hud moſt humbly ſay, if 1 bee impowered by your Highneſs 
8 bave « full Inſpeftion into the Frauds of the Accomptants 
and Treaſurers of this Nation with power to aft as Remembran- 
cer, And to have the ſame power ( as Doftor Walker gave mee 
m the Admlraltie ) te inſpe&# into all manner of proceedings of 
Committee men and Accomptants and Frauds of the Nation, 
4s aforefaid,1 will moſt humbly undertake(wpon the peril of my life) 
Q Xx, 
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to bring your Highneſs in many bundred Thouſand Pounds : Pro” 
vided I may have juſt reward and encouragement for what I bav* 


done alre .' 


Upon my humble Petition to le gs and 
the Counſel for my ſatisfaftion foe faying 
the Silver Ships, The Counſel of State 
made this order. - | 


" 


Wedneſday, 16 January, 1652, 


Theſe Papers an- Rdered, the bumble petition of Thomas Violer, with the 
en are the Originall Papers amexed bee refe erred to Generall Montague and 
es and Charges Colonel Sidenham, to bee by them conſidered of, And the faBt, 
in this Buſine(s,and w ith their opinion reported to the Counſel. 


Warrants from De. 
Ror Walker and the * 


Counſel ro require ſe | 
Hes! and chey re _ Henfy  Scobell Clerkof the 


> So gg *Councel. 


Tueſday, 2x January, 1655. 


Rdered that M* Stickland bee added tothe Committee 
to whom the Petition of Thomas Violet is referred, 


"Nw: A Henry Scobell, Clerk of the 
Caunſcll, 


Upon 
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Upon theſe Orders of the moi Honorable 
Counell I writ this Letter enſure 


A Copie ot my "uh tothe 
Lord. 0 * 


May it pleaſe your Honor, | 

__ the Order for the taking 'bp the Avoitiph of 

this Nation, I have fn it M” Corbet's Cus 
ſtody ( hee being one of the Commitree for Salop, ) three 
of my Bonds of 2000 pounds, for the Payment of one 
Thouland Pounds te mce Thomas Yiolet; and the State 
neyer received Penny for them. Whereupon; Thave Peri- 
tioned his Highneſs and the Counſel of State for thele three 
Bonds ( as part of my fatis/aQuon} and M* Corbet hath 
been ſent ro by MF Scobel, and was with the Commitrcee Yes - 
ſerday, and confeſſed that hee had the Bonds; and that the 
State never received Penny of them.” This, MT Corbet told 
my Lord Strickland and Colonel Jenes;and that hee would 
deliverthem unto-mee if hee had the Counſels Order, T have 
likewiſe Petitioned the Counſel, that, for the preſent, 1 
might have five hundred pounds,in part of myrtisfaRtion, 
which money [ laid our in the Prolecution of che ſilver 
Ships, Sampſon, Salvador, and George, And this I have 
proved upan the Qaths 'of Five men: And D* Walker 
and the Commilsioners fpr Prize goods have ſellttheſe 4f. 
fidavits up to the Counſel for my {atisfaRtion. And thele 
Certificates and Afﬀidarvits remain lealed together in M* 
Feſſop's culte And I hzd the Counſel of States faichfull 
promiſe ( but chiefly and above al I relyed upon Your 
Honor for the Reſtoration of my Eſte or the Value) the 
Parlament having taken from mee to the value of aboye E- 
leven Thouſand Pounds iri Houſes, Lands, Bonds, Mo- 
neys and Offices ; when by Gods lave nor the law of this 

Q 2 Nation, 
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Nation, atthetime when they took away my Eftate, | had 
not forteited one penny. If it had not been for my proteſting 
againſt the Diſcharge of che Silver, and my proſecution of 
char buſigels, the Silver had all been ler (lip out of the Na- 
tion, I moft humbly beeleech your Honor to acquaiot 
M' Scobell of my (overall ſervices ; anddefire him, that hee 
bee carefull to drave. up my' order for my bonds, rhat 1 
may becenabled to ſue and profecure them, as freely, as if 
chey had never been under Sequeſtration. And that 1 may 
have, for the preſent, mymonics I have-expended in this 
ſervice againſt the Silver Ships. It is a lamentable Caſc, 
my Ulage, for mee to bring the State nere four Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds, And to bee put to Petition for the mo. 
nies I laid out of my purl. Atthe Counſel of States, and ar 
DyRor Walkers Encreay, | imployed people to do this 
ſervice, as can make appear under bis hand. My con- 
dition'(1 humbly conceiv) is not to bee marched, [ having 
done ſo good Service, and been fo ill requited, (Te will 
' wake all men afraid torrult, co Engliſh States mens promi- 
ſes. ). : 1f I yyould have betrayed. my truſt, and my Coun- 
try, ( I take God to witneſs } I was ſeveral times offered 
tenchouſand Pounds of ſome of the Claimers of this Silver: 
Which had 1 done it, I need not either to have ſtayed 
in this Countty, or to have petitioned for my Bonds or 
Charges, 


Your Honors moſt humble and 
Obbiged Servant 


THO. VIOWET. 


(4) 
T hes Lord Bradſhaw's Report onsthe be fide 
- of this CLetter , written with 1 js own 


hand:" wiz. 
Muſt needs irw,Thati it red to the ke Coun- 
cil of State, that M* Vide did very good ſervice to the 
Parlament and Comm. ras rouching the Ships 
mentioned in this 59 OE good acknowledg- 
ment and. ſafisfation ery inſtrumental in 


diſcdvering the Dues to ry I I boding gut f1auds 
in this and other particulars ; . for which, in thoſe times, 
hee was thought PIP1 of Conſideration, 


Febru#y 7. "1655. % Fohn Bradſhaw. 


For this bis Tuſtice in certifymg the Truth, I'give his 
* © Honor moſt bumble thanks. | | 


” 


Preſented this Letter and Cenificat to ſom of the 
Honorabſe Council; 'who, when they had read it, 
replyed;T hey wondred my Lor Lord Bradſhaw KT the Coun- 
cil of State did nor give mee ſatisfation when 1 did this 
ſervice; ſaying, They could have done it: and (if they 
would) they might” (ow kept their Lada they then 
had power enough to-do it. 


O vehich 1 humbly anſwer ; My agreement 1 with 
' the Lord Brad {hawand the Council. of State Was, 

. That I ſhould bee ker thouſand pounds for, this 
ſervice, outof hee rſt moncicsthe State coyned of the (1!- 
ver in theſe ſhips, after 1 ſhould by good K's legal witnels 
diſprove the Span Ambaſſadors | Eric, Or 1 ſhould 
bee: reſtored to my eſtate in Offices, Lands, Boods,, Mo- 
ney, and Ae the Parlament had taken from mee, with 
all ray. d ammage. Now (may .c pleal yout 'Hlighnels) 
wether. the Lord BradMavy nor the.Council, all the time after 

, R. their 


20" of a me the ſuir 
Wie: 1,and ladiog| went 


7 y 20 of 4 T7 


the po 27 then the power 
cl of oh 


rate Was caken from them, and 


ugh both'the 
ten times, 


i plea . neſs, Upon:thegiflolving of 
RN and. TE; "IM [ received new Ot- 
ders and directions from your Highne/t moſt honorable 


Counſel, commanding mee to proceed ang. preſent to 
thern all frauds and abuſes concerniog this ſilver. And 
when Thteſented to your Highneſs Counſel my humble 
| defires, atid told them wyhat agreement I had made with 
the Old Counlel of ing. which was, That L ſhauld re- 


ceiv wvely pence evyenty hillip pgs Which was 
paid tothe Se oxeaf theſe filver ſhips for:coy diſcovery, 
cill the ſumm of eleven thouſand painds was paid 
After I had.attended your . neſs's 'Counlel ſeveral 
gdajes for my Anſwer,the ri thononble Colonel Sidenbaw 
and Colonel Joes (for Anſwer to my bumble Peticionfor 


the faid Allowance )6 told mee, the Councils pleaſure was, 
they required mee in the Councils name to pfogeed, 


I ſhould have from the” Quncil all my charger 


aim 

bleRevward for.my pains and ha; ard, eX- 
pe 1c,bork for:thole | cn ry and fo felt, 
if 1dig Aiſpros "rhe Span rs. has On the 
Glver aboard the Sampſon wo A. cnge "ogy: 
particularAgreemenc yous Heber $ uncu Ww oo: 
make. wich: Yew Jopglicann is Colonel Sidenhan and 
Coloae| Jameckbawo kt was below the Coungil to mak 
any other Agreement : . and of thgyjult performance of 
this, 1 might ret aſſured on,  * 

Miy ic pleal"your Highweſ#; Fill 4 badthis pramif 
from your Highneſs Council, iywould procecd n6 fugthes, 
but refrained my. Anendavce on Daftor Walker (beo hs) 
ing for mee carneftly to progged, boch by M* Doreſlius ans 
others) fold them, whey the Cannſel of State hadgiven 
mee theis anſwer, Row 1 ſhould bee reſtored to my cliaie, 
and receiv larisfatian fos my digburſmencs 1 had and 
ſhould lay out inchis ſervice I eokld then proceed laghu 


Bukgeſs. 
Jones aid Fo 


And upon the right honorable Colonel 
nel Sidentlom $ promiſe to mee as afofeſaid, and upan Do- 
Ror Walker's earneſt it intreaty rar of wee{ as appears under bis 
hand) 1 praceeded in this ſervice. And this was dons 
fince your * Ebglmeſ took the Government, by order ang 
command of your Council of Scare, and atthe engreaty of 
your Advacate Door Walker-* And upon theſe honorable 
Promiſes (belides my former Agreement with the Old 
| Council of ,Srate) I 'relyed and proceeded; whereupon, 
Dactor W alker gave mee ſeveral Warrarits to the Regiſter, 


to the Exatniner, and i& M' Budd your Highnefs's Pro- 
= and M* I” 'The Copies whereof follow , 
KEY gt 0h Les 


| won whe 7 cncaipſiie Sion | the-Hphcif 
cations give in by the Maſters and'/Commanders of the 
ſhips Sampſon, Salvadorgand George: #8 likewiſe, Copics of 
all che Plead \ Axifitulace Exhibited 'and admitted © on 
the part of Fon Claythers f the Silver inaoy of theſe ſhips: 

\ bim ro the hy and\Exa- 


laymers : 'An ow haeher 
any Claitfiers in the 


dvicat? for th ONE, Ge- 
all hise avours and 


'} ro 
10 Je 


nk the MV ulet ni 
\&s, Bills of Lading, and Pleas "I 
bibues, and Extra&, and pleas in the Regi- 

or ; which, | come. i to do 1t-xcadily and 
; theGame reac ice of the. Com- 
ag the pgnce 


01 


niral ie fro 
A view of all 


. to the 


If this Biſcorery ox hen 


pn, ey wy 
Cont our 
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three ſhi ;Sangſmy Hr ; d George, 

IT and ran Ling i ſhips, M* Yiolet was ordered 
re his Alsifta ance, to in Fvideace 
af £ bp | Tp ys ara 
ſhevvcd him : 
$ of, all Se Vinley 
(o*the 


a ak that All the Freatlihgs 
Hee now defires, that che 
ready produced onthe b 
A 


ions and matcer uf 
as likewiſe, the names 

behalf of che Claym 
larly, and the All 


Ss 


vey 


TR 
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the-Adtni 
eech © he? ; yet for all cel mabce 1 
proteQion and guidance j{ God)ak hey 'c 
with heir teech thoiy with 
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of i Sr ae the Tele Ys 
old anſwer it to the then Parla- 


I— > + ” "Ya : 


Here follow the: Milovit oh Coifiie 0 


the "Truth -of Thomas Violets -Service, 
nts _ Apt clear, Puration, 
(Merch . thets), chat "hee imploy- 
brivy tor the whole proceed- 
-fings in the A mM iy ang:cther dares of 
"this tion and | hb . 


_ prove 


: * by 


this ſervice the Com 
this ;L vim = Parti 
Deponent, x 4 M 


who lived 
with M's TR 


examine allthe | 


x for ma. 
terdam, 


mo Il Fir owes i in 


hey are ame marks 


4s divers Merchants / Hollnd go os a s and Mer- 
ar 


chandize . And that Ms” oh vers Ships 

and thi Iuding have ben condemned © the Aberabie, IS 

ding merchaydize aboard them at . the 
with the 1e.1 7 7 


og 'o FN A Praters 
"his Bulioeis: 
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Swe the 15% Niembr, 


\1654-bifor6mee + * 


rr" 
af 
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'Rovzmar Ku uiwar, Mil 
cot In Ordinary..." 


a M's, 


ch to theiechele es 
other perſons at 
Dilovedes, for aboye (ixteth 


hy ape ay ESE is as much 
done for ph yeh conld)expendin 
for the State iÞ bis proſecution of theſc ſilver $hips, hee 
-exp five har pounds, beſides al his 
hazzard, pairis'and time, ſate up 
many nights and daies ts do this Dice, And 
* \pving contraRted che.cavie of merchants for - ſtay- 
ing this Silver : And this Affidavit the Deponetits make 
tos ſaculaion of all whom ic may pus as. on 


| Bodk (worn the 25 of | Hr Gord p 
Novembe# 1654. 


-Joun PacGsx, 


Bald bs of Londan ities | ficer 45 
af gr 77 1 Oath, that Mr. Thomas Viole yin Decem- 
the Council of 


C54 
the ſaid Thomas Falk in honing, chis D 


Admitaktie: onent makech Oath | That M* 
Jobn Clomrind this Þ Deparent having taken ſuch Obſer- 
hu a: 0m Vivkt conceived way for thy * 
zantagedbthe Commion-wealth, pr wow bv the 
at marks of leyeral Bils of Lading, (both for their [0108 
ver and merchandize)-and ſeveral other panicular Obſer- 
vations ;\ and that'M* 7ioler (co this Deponents know- 
legs) i twployedar hisown expence many other pe ſew 
finde our this Buſineſs; hee having en ; 
Simon Baldwine and ME. Glverſatisfied for our pains: _ 
reg ye Me hong og Papers, And 


this 


Mr Vis defer 
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| en oe after 4Hach. fetreh, 


KEN 'y ſaid. *%, A 


WITTY PZ 98, .* 


* gf” 


din Oath, Thac ſince thethirteenth | 
December 1652, in-'his (this defdtiets) proſe- 
+ cution and aſsiſting againſt che Ships Sampſon, 
Salyader and George, their Silver and Ladiny : hee haviog 
imploied leveral perſons gy the Sea-menand Paſſen- 
gers belonging to theſe Shi 1 with them, 
ad of {everal,other $, for the"ſearching out of all 
Records both. inthe I ower and in the Admiraltie; And 


- forchewranſcribi ing ay 5jovd /{ cg the Fou.ch Tranlagtions 


of this Buſineſs | viog for 
t feveral 
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trouble, hee told. mec hee would receiv and keep this fortic 
pounds i in depoſato, for xhe.ule of the Comimintee ill hee had 
«grdcr from them forthe diſpoſing of it. Thar pO 
follows RO a 


Emo TI the 24 f by 166. In obedi- 

ence to the Ordet of his Highneſs the Loyd Proteftor ju 
his Counſel of the 21. of Migrch p 4 TI Johin Coiber Eſquir 
have delrvered unto Thomas Violet, of London Gold-Shath, 


three Bonds : the fuſtbearing date the 6* of June 1638. of 


eight hundred pownds,for the payment of four hroutred pounds wit 
in one year after the-death of the Lady Anne Waad , in wart 


oo the ſaid Lady Anng Waad, Charles Mordene, Philip 
Cage, and Edmund Lenthal Efquirer, to the ſaid 
Thomas Violet : and one other Bond of the 6® of Tune 1638. 


in fix hundred ponds, of three hundred pound; 


s, for the 
pithin two years after the death of the ſaid Lady Atine Wiad ; 
in which the Perſons aforeſaid ſtand rd 
Violet: nie oe Baud of int 

s, for the Sake hand prieraul A ochre Jeers 
afier the death x reps Lady Anne Waad; in which Bond, 
Ge Perſons afereſaid alſo ſtand buund to the-ach Thomas Vior 


let; The funm -/ 4> xy np phton wks 
mas TIN to the Jail Order, 


JOHN ,CORBET. 


- Witneſſes then preſefit 
Edward Watkins. 
William Davis. , 
Edmund Cogan. 7 
Foby Engliſh Ser. + 
The Lady Ana Waad of Battels May 
as And 1 ot a aps Th. io, jt to 


0 Om 


(62) 


May it pleaſe yaur H ietueſ 


Ur of your princely regard to Juſtice, ro celiev your 
" humble Supplicant ; and co, give-that order and 


ouettion, Sie your Supplicanr may bee reſtored to 
his Eſtate: again, with bis Damages, or the ſumm of F.* 


ven Thouſand pounds.paid him, caccording to the faith- 
full promiſe of the Counſel. of State,,. 'Or avy other way 
2 Highneſs i in yout great | Cle and love to Juſtice 
all chinkenoſt convenient for the juſt Reward of your 
Lz yall SubyeR, rogive him Satisfaftion. ( Your Suppli- 
cant havih formerly at large Printed the Grounds and 
Reaſons f ochis Stay of this 6h ;;and the ſeverall humble 
propoſals (4 ries ro time preſented ro your High- 
wi » Connſel and DaRor Walker for your ſervice.) And your 
H:ghnels having diſpoſed off all this great treaſure by the hands 
7 -Baxter your Highnes's Lieutennant of che Tawer ; who 
bak been Forty: pleaſed folenmly feverall times upon your Sup- 


ants. humble ſuits t uſe mee, if ever bet had'a fit oppor- 
os quid , haes of the great charges, pains and 
e pr] pep ey and that hee would faith- 


f Pd af ally do it; and preſent how ſeaſynably bath for the 
- Nation and your "Highneſs I ſized that fulver in the Ships 
Sampſon, Salvador and George, when Van Trumpe was 
inthe Downes, ready © condu@ the ſilver home: And this 
appears upon the atteſtation of ſeveral Gentlemen, your 
Highneſ?s Officers of the Mints hands, whom My Lieuten- 
nant of the Tower kriowes to bee able honeſt'Gentlemen, 
And they were in the Court of Adwiralcie when | Rayed 
this ſilver by my Proteſt, \ |. I humbly refer my (elf totheir 
Certificate 1n'this Book, Fol: 48, and.co Mr Lieutennant 
of the Tower's 72 pate ro your bneſs thereupon. 

[ petitioned y 1653. totake an 


HEigbneſs in 
Accommalhele Legs, ant ang. me I, had /proved in 


the pb Counlel 
2 Door < tres abouffending Com- 


miſlioners 


$..- 

milsioners into Spain, to Examine che Clainits'in Spain : 
| and for to Advitehow this: buſineſs might be mis 
faged for the moſt advantage of the Stats: and..co yirdi- 
cate the Juſtice of this Nation inftaying this {fyer in the 
Ships Sampſon, Salvador and Ororge. This 'was the ſub- 
ſtance of my humblePeition, . 

Th 3% of February 1653. Tour Highneſs eftrredihis Pe. 
tition to the conſideration of the Counſel to expedite the buſmeſs, 
by Mr ]. Sadler, 


Wedneſday 22, February 163z; ' 
At the Counſel at V Vhie-hall. 


He humble Petition of Thomas Yiolet co his High- 

ceſs the Lord Proteor, and by his Highneſs re- 
ferred to the Counſel, was this day read. ed, chat 
ir bee referred to a Committee of the Counſel, viz, to Ma 
jorGen. Eanbert; Lotd Y Tcount Liſle, and Cal Sydenham, 
or any two of them, to take con{ideratioh hereof; and 
toinform themſelvs of thie FaR, and the Claims made, and 
to ſtate the ſame: And in order thereunto, to ſend for Do- 
Ror Walker, as alſo fqr the Petitiotier, and ſuch perſons and 
papers as they (hglþ judg rhcet; and to report the fame, 
wick their LG tothe Counſe). F 


"Vial. Jeſſopp, Clerkof the 
' Comftl, 


Te: 25 of Fibruay 6. Data Wierd 
Supplicanr atzeaded t honorab 
| neral *Laxbert and Colonel'Sydenhar 


Z whom 


Y 2 
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our Supplicant delivered a duplicate of many, Papers hee 
| ha fond And DoGheyf alker touching has Bu- - 
lineſs,; whereingat large, was ſer down what was proved 
far chit Stare thesilver Ships; (Jo part oy which 
Pant [ wed; printed, with my chen humble-/defires 
tothe hionorablgCommirtet, to have Commilzions our of 
niralty co go into Spain, (45 is uſual by e cquiſ of 
Law) bforkich oY the Gilver ths: is iceaded 
by their bill of Lading to bee'loaden by Spaniards ar 
Cales and & Lmcars aboard theſe Shipsz not-one penny will 
bee claimed of irin Spain by the Spaniards ; for, thetranf- 
porting Silyer o1 gt SpeinWichour, the Kings liceriee, is 
' loſs of life and cf : And had the Clathers bad the King s 
licence to tranſport the Silver, that licence Would bave been pleaded 
in the Admiralty : "and this 1s « certain truth, No man in Spain 
will make a confeſſion to hang bimſelf ; if they did, they would bee 
accompted mad merchants ; F- that all this Silver would have pros 

pede rize to your Hi robmeſs, bad wee not bad a' Warr withSpain : 
e truth is, .cheſe Spaniſh, Claims weze Forged on 
board che Ships when they, were. at, Sea?; as appears '* the 
voluntary conteſsionof Mr Joathim Peeſler, Chimurgeon of 
the Ship Ship Sanpſer, who ſaith, The Puriers book was alter- 
ed at Sea, andall che Patch names put our gf the Purſers 
book, and ocher names put irr;/and the tre book was 
not in the Admiralty; and the Spaniards wanted for ns 
helpin Landon to perfe&t their frauduſegg Claims as I have 
fer © bank. And Jacob Eleares,the Cabbin-boy of the Sam: 


pſon (aith, Phe Steerſman ar the Dovwnes teok an Iron,barr 


and ryed abundleof Wricings faſt to it; and then flung it 
intotheſe> You will 


this at large by both their own 
Confeſsions in this book, fol.17, 20. 

| Talfo woſt humbly preſented the oſupportghLe charge and ex- 
a 3 —_ ey YL ek ', and (he envy I bed by 


ommittee were cell pleaſed with thi ac; 
_ ſelf yave them touching this Bu- 


hue, 


£2 by 
come 'DeGtor: Wake 
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fineſs; And Major © General Lamber commanded ed mee to make 


[my Petition,nd;t6 ſer down my" gerble 
fe elf dre fatisfaBtion EF 
JO wh Ingh 1 mgde my hu R 4 
"de «Bos is o 2r;.'bn as yet ( ' 
ed great Bufineſſe "it is daily xt 
Walker at _ jmehimond: his Report. 
pence and nyic Fr hang e it, doin 
and hum 


'farisfaRion, This was 2 


This (that before have NY, Seared) ſhews co al 
the world the juſt: yo ns che then Parlameot 
and Counſel of EN , any Js | 
vador,,and George u r hut e SubjeRs 
diſcovery, and his oo in GO of nn and 
his greac expence' and which 
and -heerfully >e/ ae to {heyy his true pew 
his dear Countrey, to thethen Parlament and Counſel of 
State, and afterwards to your Fj Sheen ſeveral Orders 
and Wartancs from your Hig 
Hi ighneſs's Advocate, requirin 
For to do this : And no nar 


his Nation and the clent akab ab Norns 
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unſel of State in De- 
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Nunbzrs. Pcunds. | Numbers. Pounds. 
XX1X, 12060} XXXV. O:000 
of top | 15000 | *XXXVI. Oz: ON 
9.9.16 04000 | XXXVIT. 03000 
XXX.1. 02000 | XXXV1LI, 06000 
XXXlil. 02000 | XXXIX, ' ©2000 
XXX1V. o6000 | XL. 03000 


Theſe arethe Summs of money which (everal Gentle- 
men inthis Nation, *ccomprants, Treaſurers, and others 
have in their banc 8 and pofleſsions, or have converted 
| theſameto their own private Uſes, And allthe aforeſaid 
perſons ought to bee accomprable forthe Lands, Tene- 
ments, Debts, ColleRions, Aſſeſiments, Vierchandize, 
Goo.\s ad Charrels, ro the full value they have received. 
And at this day the aforeſaid perſons have'in their hands 
the particular Summs aforelatd ; which chey hilt with 
hold from his Highneſs, moſt of them contraty to their 
Truſt, 'being the Parlaments and his Fighneſs's ſervants, 
and receiving their Sallaries, and Wages of the Parlament 
and his Highwſs, for their Attendance in the Exciſe Office, 
Cuſtomc-houl, Orury-houf, Gold{michs«hall, Treaſurers 
for the monerhly Taxes, and Treaſurers for ſeveral other 
Aſſc(iments, monies collected for ſeveral charitable ules, 
for Redemption of Slaves tigm 4rgier, T unis, Tripolis; 8c. 
Commiſsioners for fale of all Prize goods exc. who all 
have had great Fees and Sallaries, and therefore ought by 
the Law to makea true and juſt Accompt upon Outh. And 
eycry of them have got the Publique monies, and by thac 
means have unduely enriched themſelves with great and 
valt Poſſeſsions in Lands and Treafure: And they ww. 
hold to this day the juſt Rights and Dues which appercain 
co his Highneſs and 'the Commonwealth, And ( in regard 
there is a Fifth part tothe firſt Diſcoverer,cthat ſhall make ir 
appear, by ſufficieneproof, that any have Monies, Lands, 
Houſes, Goods and Merchandize, or any other _ 

b- *©'s alue 
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Value in their hands appertaining to the State,) There 
upon pur in my Claim, and Charge 


Several! Commiſſioners at 


Druryhouſ have by undue All the aforeſaid perſons, to havg an 
Pais conn 84. their Cuſtogies the aforeſaid monies, 
city nee; 207e1y Laogds, houſes, goods, and Merchan- 
ral Commiſſioners names, che dize, to the. values aforeſaid ; and- de- 


— SR Fro fire of your Honors, that I nay bee 2d- 
eto iofera. vefeermy; Mitted to make my Proofs againſt 
gs, Wery toere” ſugh of be ſaid perlons as I do, and 
rms at Koro ur Wane hou, {hall deli Wwe tio charge ; ; and thac 1 may 
bave a view and inſpection into all ſuch Books and papers 
which are conducing to jthe making of every partieular 
Charge ; and go examine Witnelles, upon Oath ghereupon : 
4nd that all perſons which mes in Contempt may by your warrant 
bee fttached. . | 
Myhambledcſi re-is,:- That theſe. Dilcoverjes bee Re- 
- - giſtred and the day when | delivered the lame: and 
. this Charge, withmy leveral Queries annexed, I 
reallo, rhey paay bee kepi.an Worceſterchoul, as a 
rd, to wanileſt, che yzue. grounds ang rcalons, 
'why L deliver iothis _ | | 


26, _— 1656. © 


Vour bumble Servant 
"We Tue YioLET. 
My it pleaf” pale Hlighwſs, 


T=y High Coun of Palament being ſhortly ofier ſums 
—_ Yow-Higbnes, 1 ——_— farbear, for 4 


time, farther m this *Bafineſe, With the Cammiſcioners a 
Wore t, being reſolved( il yt ance of God)bumbly 
to.preſent (heſe humble Propoſitions { with ſame additions ) unto 


yu Hlighnels, and that Supreme Eount, 
mag of God; foto draft wee amdbis 


pres / deft: 


, lwbat 1 moſt 
bumbly 


5; that 


« 
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humbly propound may bee'for the glory of God, and good of the Na- 
tion ; and that my Labers in this Buſineſs may bee accepted of by 
your Highnels, andthe Parlament, as proceeding from an hum- 
ble, loyall, and true Engliſh Heart. . 


_ Mayit blea( your Highneſs, 


Do moſt humbly offer co your Fiphneſs and the Par, 
lament theſe further moſt bumble Propoſals for your 
Highneſs and the Common.wealth's ſervice , which 1 
molt humbly preſent on my knees at your Highneſs's and 
the Parlament's feer ; and do likewiſe humbly pray, that 
thele my, moſt humble Propoſals may bee confirmed by 
an AR of this Parlament, with ſuch alcerations and addi- 
tions a5 ſhall bee conceived by your Highneſs and the Par- 
lament moi} for the honor of God and the benehe of the 
good people of this Nation, by cafing them in their Taxes, 
and calling to accompt the Common-wealths Debtors. 

1. According to the Statute of Ratiand, made May 24. 
in the tenth year of the Reigy of King '#dw. 1. Anno Dom. 
1 282. roucking the Recovery of the Kings Debts; And 
the Staruce of 6. Hen. 4. cap. z. made azainkt che frauds and 
deceipts ot divers Sherifts, Elcheftors, Auloagers, Cuſto- 
mers, Comprtrollers and others, in theſe words following 
viz, Item, Whereas divers Sheriffs, Eſcheators, Aulnagers, 
Cuſtomers, Comptrollers, and other the Kings Officers, 
accomptable,in many parts of the Realm,do fraud and de- 
ceive our (aid Lord the King yearly iatheir ualawfull and 
untrue accompts, concealing and reteining to their own 
uſe the greater part of that which rightfully ought to ap- 

rtain ro the King, to his great dammage and loſs. Ou: 
laid Lord the King (by the Advice and Aﬀent aforeſaid) 
hath ordained, Thar preſently after every finall _— i 
ven and made by the Officers and Cuftomers aforefaid, be. 


faxe the Barons of the Exchequer of our Lord the King: 
12 th: 


. 
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The tenor of the Accompt of every the (aid Officers from 
time co time ſhall bee ſent into the Countics witere the 
lame Accomprants bee Cfficers, together with Co:milsions 
direRed to the moſt lawtuall and diſcreerperſons;roenqu re. 
and certifie the profits which the ſaid Accomprants tave 
received within the ſaid Counties, in the name and to the 
ule of our ſaid Lord the King by chem ia thz manner afore. 
laid upon their ſaid Accomprs,or deceictully concealed and 
received to their proper ule and profit. And in cale that the 
{aid Accomprancs bee attainted of their ſaid frauds and de- 
ceip:s, they ſhall incurr to ovr Lord the King the p-nalcie 
of the Treble ef the ſame whereof they ſhall bee fo con- 
vic, and their Bodiegto Priſon, untill they have made fine 
and ranſom to our ſaid Lord the King, according to the 
diſcretion of his Judges. | 
Theſe excellent Laws to bee pur inexecu:ion, for the 
ſci and juſttaking up all che Accomprs of Sequeſtcarors, 
Treaſurers, Colle&ors, Comimittee-mea, Excize men, and 
ColleRors of Cuſtoms, Surveyers, who have returned falſ 
ſurveys, and then hr the! Lands according to the 
value of their votes. ſurveys, or received Bribes for 
making theſe fraudulent furveys for ſome | 19 per- 
ſons profic ; thele (1 humbly ſay) being ftritly exami- 
AN——_ your Hihneſs in many hundred thouſand 
pounds. 


Here followeth 


/ 
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Here followeth many Laws of excellent uſe 
for the furthering of this buſineſs of cal- 


* ling the Accomptants of the Nation to 
a juſt accompr. 


He Statuteof 33. Hen8.cap. 39+ Provides ; that all 
Borids and Specialties made to the King, ſhall bee 
ia the oature of a Statute of the ſtaple; and allo all Proceſs, 
Judgments, Executions, Cc. | 1 
Thar the King; his Heirs and Succeſſors ſhall not bee 
debarred or delaied his juſt debts and duties againſt any as 
heir or hei s to any perſon endebted to him , albeit the 
word heir bee not compriſed in the Cognizance, Obliga- 
tion or Specialey. Fake 
\ Tharthe King in all, his Suics for Debtsſhall recover 
his Coſts and Dammages..« ut | 
Thatthe Kings Suirs ſhall bee prefetred; and his Debt 
firſt paid and ſatisfied: : Magns (hart cap.18. | 
-.- That Landsencailed {hall beeliableco the payment of 
the Kings Debts, And the King may recover his Debt a- 
gainſt the Executor of his Creditor. 
Hovy the Kings Debt ſhall bee levyed, when bis 


Debtors Lands ſhall come to ſeyerall mens bands and pof- 
ſeſſions, - 


The Statute of 7. Edw. 6. cap1,.Provides (everal Penal- 
ties and Forfeituresto- bee inflicted/upon,. all-Officers and 
Accompeants that ſhall conceal any! Duty, and not pay the 
fame in due time; And that Officers and Accompants ſhall 
(upon notice) declare what money they have received and 


not accomprted for , and upon commandment make pay- 
k ment 
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ment of the ſame wichin ten daics next, after notice, upon 
pain of forfeiture of lols of their Offices, 

The Statute of 34. Hen. 8. cap. 2. lets down the Fortci» 
eres of High-GolleRors and general Reccivers of Fifreeris 
and Subſidies, and all other Loans and Faxes , that do 
not pay the money by them re&cived to the Kings ule 0 
fach petfon and at ſuch'tirhie 48 hee fall bee appoitited , 
And that the King ſhall at his pleafute charge che ſaid 

Colleaor or Receiver, ard their 
—XE1 \bis Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtra- 
ro deliveyin #per-- tORS, veith four ſhilling? che poknd 
AD ale ry: fon every cnoneth the fa1d monies 
= Std rhe yenaryot thiall bed laid out by them for pro 
the Lew; and ſeleſt perſons = ge Hur detcined and not paid with- 
ſp wen vere * fri thece wionerhs next after the rc- 
cei 

' Fhs Seanates of by. ——_ and 25. Eliz, cap,z Pro» 
vidts;thar Theaſurers, Receivers, and Accomptams Lands 
ſhall bee liable for the payment of their Debes to the 
Queen, hey Heirs and Sucteſſors, And thatthe Queen her 
Heirs and Succeſſors may ſelband diſpoſe of their lands, 
&. and againftavhomthe ſame (ale ſhall bet good ; and 
how the Queeti, her Heirs and *ucceſſors may ute the 
lands of the Trealurers, Reretivers and nts indebt- 
ed, which hee or they hach or have purchaled in the names 
of other perſons, oc. 


TheStarwc of 1 5, Hliz, cap. 7. Provides, that the Statute 
of 1. Eliz. cap.q. ſhall extcad to under-ColleQors, Redti« 
vers and Accomptants of Tenths and Subſidics of the 


Clergic; tomake ehrir lands, "Cc. liable for fatisfy- 
ingof ran TA collected 2nd received, and 
not 

frog Te nd hat every ſuch undei-Colleddr and Revriver ſhall 


iprianbe is for tris Reecipt, as other Colle 
Pony vary ag » 
c 
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The: Statuwn ob 32:Aden. 3.49 23} and-13, Edw. ks cap. 1 


Provides, chit all Accompeantsthatdo withrawe Hay 2id: 


and have no: Lands, exc: whereby choy may bee diſtrain- 
cd, Tre choir: be baemebes ddifach and 


cauſed'to make cheit Agcompts: 
And che-punifhmentof theSherift, on Goaler that let» 


tech an Accompant:Committed eſcape. 


May it plee[ your Highneſs 
c.F ho glgaſony laterroubles, ſonne men; (has 
ving deſigned-unto-themſelycs to make themſelves 
grear in the midft of the: common Calamities,andto-flh 
1ncroubted waters ) diflurbedthe moſt excellecs courl of 
theExechequer; and ( co compals their fraudulenedeligns 
which chey had crakily laid ) erected Private Treafucies, 
asGold{michs hall, Gonrney houf,, Worcefer haul, Haber 
dathershall,” Weavers hall, Dreyhoul, Cuſtom houl, Ex- 
ciſe Office, Treaſuries for the Publique Plate ob the Ntiaw 
at Guild hall, and infroie ocher places chroughaut this Nie» 
tion were evected, and pertie Exchequers, Where the pu- 
blique monie was kept ; and the publique Accounts. by 
ehae means intervyooven one with —q—" . and ehugrt 
all of them by perſons ily, and exceſ- 
ſively coyerous, as Neel Cv ws. bc MR 
as Conmry Commiſsioners arid: Freaſurexs, So that. oe- 
dindry Clarks and light fellows being aregtinte 0 play, 
mene "rokogh the pubhque moriics, 2006.19 FRG yigg. of 
the:Goldfmnhs —_ clipped monies, and then puting 
rhe ſaid lighr and monies amongſt the publique 
Fireafhre, (hs vets obſerved by alt that paid mona in 
the Treaſarees, that the Tellers would. nar rectiy 3 clipped 
(killing, and oyhers thay m_ far the State, thcir 

vere falb-of- 4. which clipped 
inoney they boar Gol, to the vals of many 
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ſcore of thouſand pounds,and this was twenty times cull'd 
over and oyer, and now they are fain to take it in the 


Country, or to receiv' none : The.clipped monie was 
likea horſ in a,mill, it went round; the Treaſurers would 
receive none, but bought it of the Goldſmith, the Gold. 
ſmiths would melt no clipped money they bought, buc 
ſell it co the Treaſurers and Caſhiers, this was paid tothe 
Army, they paid it for their Quarters, the Farmer payes it 
to his Landlord, the Landlord brings it up to London and 
ſells it to the Goldſmith at 151, 20!, 251 1n the hundred 
lols, chinking it is melted, and hee ſhall never more bee 
cronbled (wvith it: but the Gold(muth lells 1x, as aforeſaid; 
aud at my Gentletnan's next quarter payment his money 
is paid him-again : ſothat the Nation ( by this trick ) hath 
been mightily cheared by publick Caſhiers : and they have 
many of them gotten great Eſtates, ſome Five thouſand, 
ſome Ten thouland, forne Fifteen thouland, ſome T wen 
thouſand, ſome- Thirty thouſand , ſome Forty thouland 
Pounds apiece: And if theſe pettie Varlets, which were 
but ſervants and underlings, have gotten ſuch yaſte and 
oy Eſtates by their craftic:and fraudulent a&tions, being 
it! young ſucklings, in compariloa of many of the 
great! Treaſurers their maſters ; vyhat have theſe great 
Treakirers then gotten ;,.owhole ravening paunches have 
devoured the wealth and fubſtance of the Nation. 
.21Ifay-it pleaſe your Highnels, I could name them by ſcores, 
ba# that I forbear at preſent, till Juſtice do perſonally ſingle them 
oP: "for in every. County, City, Corporation, and almoſt in every 
Puiſh'in England 'and Wales, there is very few Pariſhes in the 
Nation without ſome of theſe Unjuſt Stewards, Committee-men, 
Sequeſtrators, and Treaſurers, 1 moſt humbly beſeech Almighty 
God, to putt into Your Higtwieſs's and. the Parlatnents bearts, 
to ſay particularly to every wijuſt Treaſurer, Committee-man, Se- 
ncaa Exciſe-man, Commiſcioner of the Cuftomes,. Commiſst. 
and Truſtee for the Sale of Delinquents Eſtates, Treaſurer 
for the publique Plate, and every other perſon that ſhall bee proved 


to 
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to bave the pablick monies in his hands, as was ſaid to the uns 
juſt Steward inthe Goſpel, How is it that I hear this of thee ? 
Grve an accompr of thy Stewardſhip, for thou mayeſt bee 
nolonger Steward, 

Tour Highnefs and the Parlament may ſee, by the former reci- 
ted L 1s and Statutes , what care all former ages had to ſee the 
Kings Debts and Rents dnely paid and accampted:for ; and that 
no fraud ſhould bee put upon them, their Heirs or $ ' 

To prevent all frands, moſt excellent Waies and Rides were 
fetled in the Court of Exchequer, in all Kings Reign, by the great 
care of many Ages : And the Sages of the Law know, there was 
riot @ more exatt method in the world, then the ('ourt of Exchequer 
was for the ju# accompting and paying the Kings Dnes. 

[ bave beard my Lord Cortington fay in the Exchequer 
Chamber, That no Prince in Chriſtendom had the like exa8 way, 
as'the King of England had, by the courſe of the Exchequer , if 
the Rules ſet down by the Court bee by the under-Officers duely ex.- 
ecuted : ſo that whatſoever fumn comes in there, (bee it a million 
of money) muſt bee duely paid and accompted f.r, or elſe hee could 
finde it upon the foot of the accompt,, if ever it came in charge into 
the Pipe. | | 

Hntif the courſe of the Exchequer ball net been diſturbed, 
and the payments of the publick money thruſt out of the old Chan- 
nel, it had been impoſſible to have had ſo many Treaſurers coxen 
the Common-wealth ſo grofly and ſhamefully as they have done: 


And in order and purſuance of calling all Accomprants to a juſt, 
true and ſtrickt Accompt, your Supplicant moſt humbly prejents 
theſe enſuing. Propoſals to your Highneſs and the. Parlaments 
roiew and conſideration ; and bumbly prayeth, that the ſame may 
bee put m ſtrickt execution, With ſuch alterations and additims 
as your Highneſs and the Parlament ſhall conceive fitteſt for the 

of the Nation in general, to eaſe the people of their Taxes. 
For, God defend that the generdlitie of the people ſhould contribate 
thety monies, and pay it to Treaſwrers that ſhall make themſelves 
vreat (and their private poſterities m_u them) out of what they 


have 
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hive-cozened and: defrauded the Common-vealth of. = Therefore 
I hwnbly petition your Highnels and the Parlament, | 


'F Hat an A&t of Parlament may bee made; and 

"| - a Proclamation. thereupon go forth, com- 
mandiog and requiring all Committce-men ,, Sequeſtya- 
tors, Truftersfor fale of Delinqueats Eflates, Commilsi. 
oners'sf Excize, Commilsioners of the Cuſtums, Treaſus 
wot the publick Place, and all other Trealurers, Recei. 
vers, ColleQors, and all ocher Accomptants and perſons 
whatſoeverthart have been unploied co colleR ang receay, 
and have colleed-and received any the publick monies, 
goods,chattels;plate, &c, or other things of volue through- 
out Enelandand Wales, ever ſince the beginning. of the year 
11642. ſhall-within chree moneths next. after the date of 
the faid'Aet and: Proclamation make up and deliyer (ac- 
cording'to-the Laves and Srarutes of this Nation made for 
Accomprants and Accompts) into the Exchequer (or 0- 
ther place your Highneſs ſhall appoint)cheir ſeveral juſt and 
trac Accompts of what Monics, Goods, Chauels, Plate, 
ec, or otherthing of value they or any for them have xe- 
deived ;* And hovw and by what: warrant they: baye paid 
and delivered out the ſame”: The ſame Accomwpt to bee 
ddivered in upon the particular oath of every. ſuch 
Accomptant, that the ſame is ajuſt and true Aﬀcampt ; And 
upon every particular accompc {o made, to pay in themo- 
ney remaining in his hands upon his ſaid Accompe (if any 
there beeJinco the Exchequer, or other perſon and place 
your ſhalt appointro receiv the lame : And upon 
failerof bringing in their ſeveral and particular Accompes, 
according tothe ſaid AR and-Proclamation, that then all 
{uch-enqnies; goods, chattels, and-other' things of value, 
which ſhall bee found and proved { upon Inquiſition) 
they have received for the Common. wealth, yvhereof they 
have notaccompred for, ſhall bee levyed and taken upan 
their eſtates, and their perſons impriſened, untill my 5 
juruy 
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juſtly and truly aecompted ; And if any perſon or Accom- 
prant aforeſaid ſhall bee dead, then, the Heir and Exccutor 
or Adminiſtrator of ſuch perſon ſodying, or being dead, 
ſhall 'duely-accompt for che partie ſo dying or being dead, 
according to the Laws and Statutes of this Nation, 


.2. That /an A of Parlament may bee made, and 
ſent throughout England and I//ales , to require and im- 
power four of the next Juſtices of the Peace, or ſuch os 
ther Commiſsioners your Fiighneſs ſhall appoint, tocall 4 
Jury in «very Pariſh of ſubftancial Free-holders, or other 
diſcreet honeſt men (either of the ſame, Pariſh or Pariſhes 
next adjacent) and to call to their a[siftance all other diſ- 
creer perlonsthat can and will give them true information 
concerning any” of the premiſles in charge : And the ſaid 
Jury ſo impannelled,"tof make crue Inquiſition of all ſuch 
neighbours and perſons aforeſaid, of thele particular things 
following ; Vizz 


-. 3 That the Jurie bee impowered tocaquure and pre 
ne all perſons, 'men and women, and their Lena 
qualitie that have beca ſequeſtred, in each reſpeRive pariſh, 
within every County of this Nation, and the dayes of the 
monethand year whea this was done : Alſo, they are to 
enquire and preſent what ſtock of Cattel, Money , Plate, 
houſhold Ruff, &c.or other things of value, they bad ca- 
ken from them , and to. ſet down the particular values 
thereof ; Alſoto ſer down the values of the Houles, Lands 
and Tcnemencs, Woods, ec. ſequeftred, and into whoſe 
hands the ſame came ; And to ſet doven the parcels and 
values diſtinaly, and the ſeveral time and times when 
this was done, and by. whoſe order, warrants and dite- 
Kions, and who received the monies, | 


i They are coenquire and preſent in every Pariſh pohat 
Commince-men and Sequeſtrators and Treaſurers are. in 


| 2 every 


. 
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every Pariſh ; their diſtin names and qualities; who of 
them are dead, arid vyhobee their Heirs and Executors or 
Adminiſtrators ; 'And if any Sequeſtrator , Treaſurer or 
Commirtee-man bee removed out of their ancient abiding 


places ſince 1642. to {ct down ( tothe beſt of their know- 
ledg or information they can get ) where every ſuch Se- 
queſtrator, Committeeman and Treaſurer doth live,” in 
whar Countie and place within this' Nation, or elſwhere. 


© 5. They areto enquire in what Places of the Countie 
the Committee for Sequeſtrations did ulually fir; and to 
cercifie the ſame : And, that diligent ſearch bee made for all 
Books of Otders of everic particular Comrnitree. 
That in every Paciſhewely able and diſcreet perſons, 
upon qath, ſhall make ſri inquifirion who received all 
nts'and Profits of all Lands and Houſes of Delinquents 
intheſaid Pariſh,, and how long every Delinquent lands 
were under Sequeltration, before they were compounded 
for or ſold ; and co preſent all perſons that ſhall bee pro- 
ved to haye the oublick money in' their hands, and what 
quahtity.: And this all Juries in every Pariſh ſhall ſwear to do 
pithout fdvar or affeftion) and that fome conſiderable penaltie 
may bee infliffed on ſuch Juries or the Parties offending among; 
them, that ſhall wilfully perjare themſelvs in wilfull making falſe 
Returns, and in wilfull concealing any franids to the prejudice of 
the Common-wealth, through their conivance or willfulneſs, when 
the Evidence for the State hath by good and legal witneſses ſworn 
the ſaft poſitively and clearly ; and yet the Jury will not make their 
Returns according to ther Evidence, to ſet a penalty upon all Of- 
fenders of this nature. * Ao n 


6. Thatthe Prime Juſtices of the Peace ofevery Coun. 
ty in England (or ſuch other Commitlioners your of wa 
Fan 


ſhall appoint) may bee authorized by your Highneſs 
the Partamentto meet at the head City or Town © 
County ; andthere they, orany 6x of thera, ſhall take all 


the 
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the particular preſentments of the ſeyeral pariſhes,and ſend 
forth cheir Warrants to all Committee-men, their Clerks, 
Sequeſtrarors, Surveyers, and others, to bring in all the 
As, Ocders, Ordinances, Writings, &c. which impowet- 
ed them toaRas a Committee for the County , and im- 
powered them to raiſe money and ſequeſtet Delinquents 
Eſtares(perſonal and real );and all the Orders, Wartants,and 
Proceedings they made as Committee- men 2 'And to com- 
mand all Clerks and other perſons whatſoever, to bring in 
the {aid Papers, Books and Records, which hath been 
made at any meeting of the Commirree, without any im- 
bezelment or akeration ; And the ſaid Commilzioners, or 
any ix of them,to bee impowered to give oy Committees 
man or cheir Clerks an Oath, to anſwer to all [vch Queſt. 
ons concerning any Monies, Lands, Goods , Chartels, or 
other things of value, ec. as hath come intotheir cuſtody, 
and to examine them by what Order they paid the ſame, 
and how much money &c. remaivs in every Committees 
mans hands, and to return eyery mans Anſwer. ' And. if 
any perſon refuſeto deliver the Books and Writings of the 
Committee, or hath imbezled or defaced the lame, every 
ſuch perſon to bee committed to priſon without bail or 
mainprile, till his Fighneſf and his Counſels farther pleas 


lure bee known. | 


» 


7. The ſaid Juſtices of peace and Commilsioners afore- 
ſaid, or any fix or more of them areto retourn their Certi- 
ficates of all the trauds, 'abuſes, failers of Truff, &c. And 
whar perſons. they finde upon the particular Preſencmens 
of every Pariſh that have the Commouwealchs monic, lands, 
g60ds, charrels, &@c," in their hatids, where'che Juſtices 
finde it poſitivelyto bee proved, tocertificir ſo; wherechey - 

cunſtan - ſynci9the beſt of 
their negleR 


findeit by circumſtances, to certifie thi 
their »Eill 26d know ledgas they will an 
to his Fghneſs and his Counſel, a : 


m 8, The 


"7 


"MM 
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8. The ſad Juſtices and Commilsioners in every 
Countie to put up all theſe Papers, Records, Writings ec. 
which ſþal Rerorned, unto them from every ariſh 
leverally, and (affly, wichoutany imbezelmenc,in Trunks 
or Boxes ſealed wich cheir { , Wich their Certificue havw 
they in cheir, Judgments inde the whole Buſineſs, 
the Preſenrrment of each Pariſh: Anda Dy plicace offhar 
Prefenement he ſeng along with the Papers, , "an uae 
Accounts in gengral. The {ame to bcc ſent up to ſome pu. 
blique Placs.thar ſhall bee ſcr,down and nominated by 
your Highneſs, andthereco bee ſafely kepr, withour imbe- 
zelment, by faithful andtrufty ſwyarn perſons, to bee n0- 
minated TA ROAD for ghat Oe And allo ſeveral 
psriong of akill and abilicie(upon oath )to view and audite 
mn nh intoAallthe {aid Books and Papers, Accompts 
Meping carrot rj premiſes ; Agd to give your 
Pa gone Counlelan aceojnpe (upontheir oaths) 
and and hows they finde each ſeveral 
NN ng, withaur fear; ſavor or affefion, (as they 
will anſwer icupan peril of their Eflates and pain of 1m- 
prifonmenc. 


« 9. Where Counties are large, the Juſtices and Come 
milgioners atorelajid ro divide themſelvs into ſeveral divi- 
fhons,and torake the ſeveral Preſentments of Pariſhes, Pro- 
vided, that ( atche leaſt). ſax Commilsioners and Juſtices 
hee a thetakiog up. PE the Retyrns of the Certificates of 
he Pariſhes ,, and every Pariſh to keep in their Veſtry of 
heir Pariſh CONN ely 3 perfeR Record of the Dupli. 
KATLRC) ft often. of the ableR Free-bol, 

5, with the: gown! and; Chnrch-Wardens 
the.day.andyycarthey tnade their Reruro, and 

* . the Fultices names, and ye ai where and co. whem they 
delivered it : And this to bt done, upon a ſtrict penaltie. 


10, That 
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10. That whereas there hath been ſeveral monetbly 
caxes and voluntary contributions for many years, wiz. 


ever fince the year 1642. taxed and gathered npon the 
Counties, Cities , and Borroughs wichin England and 


Wales: That diligent Enquiry bee made by the Juſtices 
of the peace, and Comilsioners of each Countie; of choſe 
that haye Aſſeſſed the ſaid Monethly T axes within the Ci- 
ties, Borroughs, and Pariſhes of cach reſpeRtive County. 
And that all the ſumms of mony received by Otdet of Par- 
lament or his Highneſs, and the Tranſations theteupon 
for each reipeCtive Pariſh and Countie bee particularly ſer 
down the juſt Summs, what was Rated at every one of 
the Quarter-Seſsions, ot other meetings, when they made 
their Bills and Books of Rates and Aflc{imencs, and the 
ſeveral Summs they laid upon, every Hundred or Pariſh 
within every reſpetive County, That they preſent in 
writing the groſs Accompts of every Book of Rates and 
Aſefimenzs hace the year 1642 ; and what Commilsio- 
ners ſigned thoſe Books of Rates, and who were made 
Petcie Colleors fos each Pariſh and Handred for everie 
reſpeive year, and the ſeveral Sumas rated, This to 
bee don for everie particular Tax which was Rated : and 
who was made the Chief ColleQors and Treaſurers of 
each Countie., And to ſet down to what Treaſurers at 
London the Country Treaſurers of each Countie paid their 
T.xes which they levied of cach refpeAive Countic, or, if 
they paid the egonie in che Countrie by Ordet ofthe Com- 
mitree, to produce. their Original Orders and Warrancs ; 
and thale Warcaots and Orders to bee tratſmitted up to 
ſuch perſons as your Highneſſhall dppoinr, to bee exami- 
ned of the legalttie of theſe Orders': And alf cheſe Origina} 
Aſſc (ments madeevet fince 1642 to bee eranfmireed upto 
Lwndon, to ſuch place or places, perſon or perſons, as your 
Highneſs ſhall appoint. 
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11, To make firit enquiry what Voluntarie Contri- 
butions, Summ'or Summs. of monie, Jewels, Plate, WE 
have becn in each reſpeRive Countie, Cicy, Toven, Cer- 

rate Sea-Ports, and elſwhere concributed and given to- 
wards the maintenance of the late war in dofence of the 
Parlament here in England,or far the relief of the Proteſtants 
in Jreland, and for the Redernprion of Slaves at Argier, Tunis, 
Tripolis, and other places, and the Cuſtom Books to bee 
examined at every Port : And who have been by Act of 
Parlament or Order of any Commuttee impowered to re- 
ceive any the aboveſaid Premiles. 


12. A conyenient reward to bee allowed out of the 
aforeſaid Diſcoveries made for loſs of time, charges, and 
pains taken and undergon by any of the perſons that ſhall 
bee ſo imployed by the aforelaid Juſtices of peace, in cach 


(Countie. 


13. To appoint ſworn Officers and Auditors to Calcus 
late and caſt up whar hath been levyed ſiace 1642: accord- 
ingro the Returns out of each County in the Nation : And 
what hath been duely and really paid, upon true and lavy- 
full Warrants. Anda ſelet Commuree appointed to viewv 
. and approve of theſe warrants : And, upon approbation, 
the Officers to allow it upon every Receivers accompr. 
And if that the Warrants bee not approved of by the Com- 
milsioners of his Highneſs's Treaſurie, or others, to bee ap- 
pointed for that ſervice,by his Highneſs and Counſel; Then 
the full Charge of every (008 all bee putt the foot of 
each mans Accompt that hath been a Receiver: And e- 
very Receivor's Eſtate and Perſon to lie lyable, till hee bath 
perfefted his Accoumpt juſtly and truly in the Exchequer, 
according tothe good known Laws of the Land. 


14+ And if this cours bee ſtrialy looked after and ta. 
ken ; Whoſoever hath any of the Commonwealths monie 
in 
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in his hands, ic will beefound out. For, if any. Treaſu- 
rcr or Coll:Ror hath a Charge given him by the Cuuntrie, 
City, Town, Corporation, or hundred, for the mohies 
hee hath received, Every Receiver ang Treaſurer muſt 
diſcharge themlelys by known legal Acquittances and 
Warrants from ſuch as were legally impowered to give 
chem ; and from the day any Accomprant of the Com. 
monwealths money, till che time hee ſhall have a fiſt and 
legal Diſcharge upon a juſt and true Accompt, not a fet- 
ned , forged, or Averian Account ; 1 moſt humblie ſay, 
Every Receivers and Accountants Bodie, Lands and Fflate 
vw hatlpever, their Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtrators,arc 
all, and every one of them Lyable, till chey have jultly <- | 
counted, aid gotten their Legal Quietus eſt, And this is 

the known Law of the Nation, and conftantly hath in all 
ages been prMtiſed in the good old way of the Court of 
Exchequer at Weſtminſter. The Whole Premiſes,upon my knees, 
I bumble tender at Your Highneſs and the Parlaments feet, and 
mplore your gracious and benigne Acceptance of your Supplicant's 
bo ns for Your Highnels and the | bands, 1 


Service. 
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To Hi Hiohne - 


OLIVER 


LORD-PROTECTOR 


OF 


England , Scotland & Ireland, 


and the Dominions thereunto belonging, 


\ 
The humble Petition of T noma s 
Vous T of London Gold{mith, 


SEITg6S Har great quantities of Place, Bullion, 
| and the heavy currant Silyer Coynes of 

this Nation, (as Shillings, Sixpences 
and Half-Crowns, and Five ſhilling 
pieces) have been formerly, and are at 
ES, this day melted down, for the.making 

of Gile a and Silver Thread and Wyer Spangles , Oas, 


n 2 Purl, 
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Furl, ec. to. the great-waſte of the Stock of-this Na- 
10D. . oye ds 8 "PPE $6267 32g | 

- By whichevil PraQtices many miſchiefs and damages 
have been and are daily pur. on the Common-yvealth, 
which ought ſirifly to bee prevented, moſt eſpecially in 
this.conjunRure of time when wee have” Warrs with 
Oparn. 


That your Highneſs would bee gracioully pleaſed for 
the future, not to luffer either Refiner, Gold{mith,or Wyer- 
drawer to melt the Coyn or Plate of the Nation, to make 
Gold or Silver Wyer or Thread, but that all Silver imploied 
or {pent in this manufacture bee bought or contraRted for 
beyond Seas, upon the-produce and returns of Commodi. 
ties ; And that none of cc Coyn or Plate of the Nation be 
{peat or wrought in.this manufaRture upon the ſeyereſt pe- 
nalties can bee inflited on the Offenders, 


That the late Xing and his Counſel in Am 1635, taking 
into their conſideration the great loſs hee ſuſtained in his 
Cuſtoms, by ſuffering this manufaRure to bee in England, 
did cauſe a Duty to bee impoſed on Gold and Silver Wyer, 
which was made into Silver Thread, Spangles, Purls and 
Oas; the ſurmm of Six. pence the ounce Troy, (which is 
not two pence rpon the ounce Fenice) upon Gold and Sil. 
ver thread, commdnly ſo called; bur it is truly gold and fil. 
ver Silk, for the Silver is #ll ſpun on Silk. May it pleaſ 
your Highnefs, the Book of Rates in the Cuſtom-houle 
laies cight groats upon one pound /enice, which, upon ac- 
compr, is above ſix pencethe. ounce Troy in Wyer (as upon 
Examination before the Counſel of Trade your Petitioner 
ſhall makeic clearly appear). | 


Fhar if your Highneſs do continue the making of g6ld 
and filyer wyer and thread; here, That your Highneſs will 
beeplealed to recommend it to the Coramittee tor Trade, 

6 to 
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to take eſpecial caie.to prevent the fraudsi 
now daily done and | 


ray bee a thorovy Reformation of falſe, ()cight; and. des 
ceirfuil ſtuff, upon very {tri penalties-: * And. for the due 
execution of the ſame, the Committee of Trade: to canfider 
and ſettle ſuch Officers, and their Fees for- their paines, as 
chey ſhall deem firing, co prevent the by-paſt Abuſes, And 
to report the ſame Regulation to your Highneſs and your 
Counlſell for Confirmation, 


That if your Highneſs continue this manufaRure: here, 
That then as great an Excize bee aid on it here; as-is laid on 
the Cuſtom and Impoſt of Gold and Silver thread, impor- 
ted from Millan, Vemce, or other Forain-parts : 'Forthe ma- 
king of filver thread here, hinders the importation of ſo 
much Silver as would bee-brought: in .on- that: manufas 
ure, which Silver will increaſe: the Rock 'of the Nation; 
And this minufature being made here (as it is novy 
made) without order or Rule both for finegeſs and weight 
of Silver, and wichout conſideration had what your Highs 
neſs and the Common: wealth loſerh in.the Cuſtoms, by 
ſuffering it to bee made here, and'the waſte of the Coyne, 
Plate and Bullion of che Nation, (withouta due regulation 
ofthis manufacture) it is far better forthe Commonwealth 
to have the makiog totally put down; = 


May it pleaf your. Highneſs, Much may bet alledged 
and pleaded for he CR meneledee hens ſo it 
may bee juſtly made ; as thatit keeps and maintains a lives 
ly hood for many thouſand perſons and families in and a- 
bout the Ciry of 'Londoz, which would periſh, if this ma- 
nufaRure were put down, A juſt and ftri& regulation 
will bee better for the Work-men and the Trades-men 
(jab as are honeſt, and would not adulterate their Lace, Ribbons, 


s, Fs, im this manufatture) And bee greatly advantagious 
"a ( ts 
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16 the-awturers, The: Coyn and Bullion of this Nation will bee 
ens gr we ar arty. _o—_—_ mchincreaſed,” It the 
dacregulation of the manufafture 
wp nets. nar (which your Peritio- 
one devel moſt humbly preſents ro your Highneſs) bee 
put itrdueexecution, with ſuch alterations and additions 
azthe Committe for Trade in their great wiſedoms ſhall 
prong ae we Higbneſs and the pm nr" .wealths Sets 

viee.” | 


——_— Petitioner humbly praies,That the premiſſes may 
Ml oo Highneſs bee recommended to the Committee 
for Trade; 


andchey Ordered, .. 

L4': To er? Wherher.as bee fit (et this comuntture of 
rome )16oxthnue the making of this manfafture bert in Eng. 
land; 

Cl ey coativy the manufabture ſtill may bee. ade here 
further and imployment of the Poor , 'T hat then the (ome 
mittee of Trade bee Ordered by your Highnels to fet down ſuch 
Rulerand Waies, as they in" their Judgments ſhall think fit, to 
prevekt all farmer Hakata? er ut upon the Coyn of this 
Nation: 4nd that aſmuch Excize may bee laid on the Silver 
Wher «ad Thread, as is paid to your Highnels and the Commons 
wealthin the Cuſtam-houſe, if the Silver T bread were imported 

Seas into this Noni Which will increal your 
Highneſs Revenue ſome chouſands of pounds yearly, And 
that your Petitioner ma bee Ordered by your Highneſs to 
attendee Committee for T rade with his draught for the 
rgularion of this ManufaQture : And ot in ny 
Ty rk; Fa x love | 


OT IO MAT IIIOT 


- EP) 


_.» Whitehall, :eMay8.. 1655. 

[. £5 Highnels referrech this to the Conſideration of the Com- 
H mittee and Counſel for Trade, to enquire into the particu- 
lars and certifie their opunian, | 


Nath. Bacon. 


May ic pleal your Highnels ; 


He late King Charles and bis Privy Counſel would riever 

-** ſuffer, that the ſilver courrant Coins or Plate of the Nation 
ould bee waſt-d in this Manufafture, for the making of gold 
or ſilver Thread; What the Refiners and Wyerdrawers did ſpend 
of the Plate and Coin, in theſe Manufattures it was and is againſt 
the Laws of the Laud : And by the very Monopalie that the 
King granted to AldermanWollaſton and 4ldermam Gibbs, 4n. 
1636. for to be his onely Agents for refining one Hundred thouſand 
| a year of Forrain Silver, for making this Manufatture 
yet, ix that Project of Gibbs and Wollaſton they (ovenant with 
the King, nat to Refine or cauſ to bee melted down any the Cour- 
rant Coin or Plate of the Nation ; and that th.y ſhould melt none 
but Forrain Bullion which ſhall be Imported for the making this 
aforeſaid Manafatture ,, And many of the Privy Comnſel 
then were for the total putting down of che making and 
vrearing this Manufacture here in England, as cauſing an 
exceſſive Expence to all Sorts and Conditions of people, 
asbeing a Vanitic that che Natigh "might well bee wich- 
outs - But then. it was cqnſidered by the King and his Counſell, 
the multitude of Women: ſpinſters and .other people that bed their 
ſubſaftance out of it ; and, in that regard, the Manufatture was 
contmaurd ( but uuder fer? Roe for he eaves 08, and that 
all che Workers ſhould anform to the ſane, and they did promiſe 
va O 2 Pr 
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an bumble conformity: ) and I Thomas Violkt was pointed, 
under the Great Seal of England, to take the care and Charge of 
Sealing and Surveying all theſe ManufaFtures, to prevent the for- 
mer cheating and Coſemnage both of Wyerdrawers, Silkmen, and 
Refiners. The [everal frauds I clearly proved, under the band of 
Mr Jackſon tbe ſworn Aſſay-maſter of Goldſmiths hall ; and 1 cat 
and defaced all ſleight. courſ, and deceitfull gold or filver T hread, 
Spangles, wyen &c, which Office T did juſtly and faithfully exes 
cute for almoſt Five years, and prevented all former Abuſes, and 
cauſe the workmen to work their ſulver for theſe Manufattures as 
exattly and juſtly as the Plate or Money of the Nation is made, 
during the. time I regulated the Manufafure by my ſealing of it. 
Thi I, have proved, under the hand of many hundred Spinſters 
who p*titianed for the Reſtoring mee to my Office again. 
. Your Petidioners maſt bumble prayer to your Highnels is, rhat 
the Honorable Committee for Trade, now having this Buſineſs 
wider their examination.” and(baving the particulars in this Peti- 
tition in conſideration ) may bee by your Highnels ordered to make 
their Report, and to take care for the preſervation of the Bulkon 
and Coins A the Nation : And that all Silver made for this Ma- 
nuſafture bee melted at a Publique place, and Viewed, and Regi- 
ſired; that ſo none of the (oins or Plate of the Nation bee melted 
down for any of theſe ManufaFures : And to appoint ſuch Officers 
45 thty ſhall conceiv may bee fit for the regulating of all Abuſe 
in the Mannfafture, © and for the beſt advantage of your 
Highnels.. t 

The honorable Committee for Trade have given the 
wyerdrawers and Refiners ſeveral dayes for the propound, 
ing of wayes for regulating of the ſaid Trade, and to-pre- 
vent the abuſes by-paſt, and to preſerve the Coin and trea- 
ſureof theNation.  "Biit ( mſtead of that ) 'the Wyerdrawers 
have preſentrd the Draught of a Corporation 'tothe Committee 
tf Trade ; which, if it ſhould bee granted wnto them in that: way 
they, have preſented-the. ſome, They would mels, and cauſ"the 
Goldſmiths to'melt for their wiſe ( in a few years") \all the heavi 
Guld and Siler, Coin and Plate of this Nation; \ And indeed they 


are 


(57) 
ave come to that confidence, that they think to cozen all people 
that wear Gold and Silver ; And t ty'get « Charter for the doing 
the: eof, that ſo they may work Iniquitie by a Law. 


| 
x 


May it pleaſ your Highneſs, D 


Here was a Complaint made to the late King Charles 
and the Lords of bis Privy (omnſel, January 25. 16 + 
And an Information given by ſome of the Wardens of the 
ny of Goldſmiths, touching the detriment and dammage which a- 
riſeth by the undue Prattices of ſame Refiners and Gold-wyer- 
drawers of London, by melting the curram Coynes and Bullion 
of the Nation: And ſeverd Depoſ tions againſt. the Refiner, of 
London were preſented to the King and bis (ounſel at White- 
hall, of very. high and heynous Grimes by ſome of the Wardens 
and Company of Goldſmiths ; and no dowbt but the Cl of the 
Goldſmiths have the Copies of theſe P apers in their There- 
upon, My Artornty General Bankes received s « Command from 
the ſaid King allok to proſecute the Statute of 4. Hen, 5" 
againſt ſuch Refiners and Gold-wyer-drawers as hee ſhould finde 
to bee Offenders , and to ſee the Penalties might bee recovered. 
And upon furth-r examination of theſe maſt beynous Offences, an 
Information was put into the vtair-Chamber by the A mgs Attor- 
ney General Bankes againſt Alderman Wollalton and Alderman 
Gibbs, for melting and procur ſeveral Goldſmiths to cull and 
. mele dm ay. the - Nation ; And for the wn- 
lawfull buying and refini —_ the ſaid beavy currant Fngliſh 
Monies, and for unla buying «nd refiung Gold and Silver, 
«nd for ſeveral other Abuſes prafliſed by them, cantrary to the 
Laws and Statutes. of the Nation (48 apeareth t large by the 
Kings Attornies Information in, the Starc- Chamber 4y.iſt 


them. ) 

Some of the Wyer-drawers of the Winde blow 
at that Corner, to \ aariy Hrs. them, ptti- 
P 


tion 
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tion the ſaid late'King in the behalf of themifelys and divers other 
Wyer-drawers of the City of London, the ſecond of April 1635. 
In which Petition they ſer forth, that there are many Abuſes daily 
praftiſed and done in the ſaid Trade of Gold and Silver-wyer- 
drawing, and the manufufures thereof ; and that their Trade 
Was under n0 Government ; That they defired bis Majeſties 
moſt gracious care in ſuppreſſing the promiſcuous uſe, by arder- 
ing them into a Government, Therefore they pray, That ſuch 
a#s have ſeyved for the Trade, or fuch 6s they ſhould deem fit 
to wſe the ſame ; and one or two Refiners , that may refine 
Gold and Silver to bee uſed in the Trade, may bee made 4 
Corporation With 4 non obſtance of the Statute of 4. Hen.7. 

or any other Statute or Proclamation. 
. And that they may bee Incorporated, and have two Wardens 
and twelve Aſſiſtants , and to have a fitting Officer for their 
Company and raiſing money for neceſſary Charges ; Aud that 
no Gold or Silver thread may bee 
rH, Kfvnx ri nw Dot pur cal, leſt it be ſealed wich 


the melting done? Sling: $1% the Seal of the Company. And upan 
piees, Felony 3 Aud frily cor = theſe ("onditions they offered to pay 
int not piont cor Cars * ble Mee, - ore ” Succeſ« 
ped 1 jl hoot agarflacpar grit ona 
down the heavy Engliſh money. The Jear ly, and (over and bye) iw0 


Go!dimiths have '( by buying and s 
ſelling Engliſh Gold abov && cur- Penc e the o{Nce for all Forain Bul: 


Sev doe eye ta—w 

ſpeaksble dammage thereof. And Trade: And bumbly petition, That 

Gets Re hear be by bis Majeſtic would bee pleaſed to 

rokagot ime wound tne it: publiſh bis Proclamation, to forbid 

Coyn lefr in the Nation, and then any ts prafiiſe any the ſaid Trades 
or 


wee myſt "raiſe that ro ger back 
our Silver again : And ehis , & Drawing or 


fe f wnch fr hes. Spinning of Gold or Silver Thread 
ftar-s as yu. ene Gold, and Sb or Wyer, other then ſnch & ſhould 


Vere 


Upen this Periciog- his Majeſtie granted this fol- 


2 April 
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. 2 Aprill, 16zy, 


" Js Majeſtic referr:th this Petition to Mr ' Attaurny General, 
T 0 take the ſame into conſideration, together with the Earl 
of Holtand's Petition,and certifie bis opinion, 


R. Freeman, 


This Petition | have readieto bee produced. 


& Jobn Bankes Attournic general gertifies back to the late | 
King, tothis effe&, viz. That hee did not diſcern 
any inconycnience, that the Gold Wyecrdrawers ( who 
offer his Majeſtic, upon their voluntary Petition , One 
thouſand pounds a year, and two pence for eyeric ounce 
of Bullion which ſhould bee uſed by them ) ſhould bee 
incorporated, for their better goverament, according to 
their Peticion, ſo that they beetied to ſome certain Condi- 
rions, ( amongſt which ) chey were nat to work any of 
the currant heavie Monic of this Natzon, nor any of the 
Plate of the Nation for any ManufaRure of Gold or Silver 
Thread or Wyer: they were not toule any Silver in their 
trade but Forrain Bullion,and no more than yearlic ſhould 
bee imported by their means ; and the Manufacture made 
according to the Standard or better. 
Hereupon the Refiners Alderman Wolaſton «nd Alderman 
Gibbs Gc, ſeeing themſellyes expoſed to the Law ( by the infor- 
mation of ſome of the Wardens. and Canpany of the Goldſmiths in- 
forming againſt them, and Mr Attowrnie General Baaks, by Order 
of the King and Lords proſecuting them in the Starr Cham- 
ber, for bigh Crimes and M; 1.) che Refuners viz. 
Alderman Wolafton and Alderman Gibbs «rc. Petition the 
late King in Ag. 1635. for hit greceand mercy; ——_—_ 
p > ; 
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their bumble Application to the then Attournie general Bankes, 
and Sr |. Cook Secretary of State, and to Sr William ry 
and ſeveral others, whom they paid and gratified with great 
of money toget t their r pardons, | being privy therewnto, "and hed 
and requeſted by them to uſe all a endeavors to keep Sr John 
Wolalton off from being indighted qubgh rimes and Offen- 
fes, which Alderman Wolafton was c with by Sr Hcory 
Mildemay and ſome of the RICE of the Company of Gold- 
ſmiths, which did by Secretary Cookes —_ : and | did 
afsiſt them to get their Pardons, and ſpent my mmey, and uſed 
Ill my endeavors and intereſt freely , And at th: earneſt entreatie 
of Alderman Gibbs, who with many tears beſought mee to hy 
for Gods ſake. 

I nd, a little before made my peace, and paid to t' e King two 
thouſand Pounds for my pardon for Tranſporting G 1d and Silver, 
and by that means being intimately acquainted with Sr John 
Cook then Principal Secretary of State, and Mr Attourney Gene- 
ral Bankes «nd Sr William Beecher (lark of the Counſel ; 1 
could, and did get, for Alderman Wolatton and Ald;rman Gibbs, 

great favour of them. 1 managed their buſineſs ſo anon them, 
Sa fe edg of Juſtice was blunted, ond wrong Mildemay's 
Commiſſion d, and all his endeavors to undre Alderman Wo- 
laſton and Abbiman Gibbs 7 difappointed by the power of the a» 
foreſaid perſons. Ard amconhident they paid them well 
for it, torin thoſe times there was nothing done by Cour. 
tiers, for Cinizens, veithout money ; and [ am ſure, I, 
in my particular found it ſo. Bur 1 never wel! accept or 
take of Alderman Wolafton or Alderman Gibbs ( for my expin- 
fes and pains ) nyarieg, thongh they often times thyn offered 
mee their pretended gr loments : And this T do ſay 
is true, as 1 hell anjwer? Gd. 1 4 T did i freely upon the ate 
count. of Frendſhip I bare unto Alderman Gibbs. And hove 
well and juſtly Alderman Gibbs and Alderman Wolafton r Ce 
quired: rnee for getting chem cheir Pardons of-che Kiog, in 
1636.' the Common Counſel of Laid and many honor- 
able members of Parlamnent know, and heard x a- com- 
mon 
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mon Hall,in January 1643. when Alderman'Wilaftor(bee. 

iog Lord Major ) and Alderman Gibbs were che chiet In- 
formers againſt mee in Guild Fall, and incenfed many ho- 

norable members of Parlament and he body of the 'Citie 
of London againlt mee, as a malignant and vicious perſon ; 

And this Alderman Gibbs did ( by along winded Speech ' 
openly at Guild Fall. * And (ſom few daies before) they 
abuſed and villified mee before a Committee of :1Parlament; 
at Gold{miths Hall, and procured mee to bee'fentro the 
Tower through : heir unjuſt Information. . Bur God in his 
good time will finde their iniquity our, for ſince; it: hath 
been proved what Alderman Wolafton 'hach»been to: che 
Government, and that makes him uacapable robearOfhce 
inthe (ommonuealth : How God will dilpoſeot-Alderman 
Gibbs this Parlameat, that, time will preleat;1 - | 

And, what Service 1 have dontothis Nation, © 1: moſt 
humbly leav icr8the conſiderations of all true Engliſh men, 
1 ſaved the Nation ( at onetime”) three *hundreed Thou- 
ſand Peunds, inthe year 1652. Aſumm of money, more 
then all che Goldſmiths and Refiners are worth, put them 
all cogecher. And in doing thar ſervice (1 moſt humbly 
lay.) I clearly ſhewed my Duticand AﬀeCtion ro this Na- 
tion ; and ſhewed, 1 was no Malignant. +When Alder. 
man Walaſton and Alderman Gibbs do'ſo much for thisNa- 
tion, 1 ſhall rake them; to bee better men then now | 
do. 

After many dayes Attendance of Alderman Wolaſton;and 
Alderman Gibbs at the Counſel-tabk, and at the'Arrourny 
Generll S* Jobn Banke's Chamber, Upon condition that 
B—_ Walaſton and Alderman Gibbs 1,4. 1.4 oder 

havetheir Pardons under the Grear - Prone Sek of iy 
Se of En land, for what offenſes 3nd as frdcgsitcy were guiley 
buſes: (-in their Trades ): they' hid done © 


racn.necd nor 
be nor 


ardon,/ bt 
contrary tothe Laws ofthis Nation: atd Fa, NO UF © 
Mr Atcournie Generall (by order: of” the'»Jh< piicotun/imthei 
Kiog and Counſel ) othop his Proceed- they waeparddred of: 


q 7s 
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ings againſt them and the reft of che Refiners, both in the 
Exchequerand Starr-Chamber : The Refiners,” Alderman 
Wolsſtone and Alder. Gibbs thereupon offer ro pay his Ma- 
jeſtic ſix pencethe ouncetor all Wyer that ſhould bee dil- 
grolſed and ſpent inchat MuoufaQture : And they drew 
19 ſix other Refiners to bee their fellow Partners and Mo- 
nepoliſts; aud to pay the Rent of a fair houl, above one 
hundred and ewenty Pounds a year ; to pay Clarks wages, 
a1d other incident charges. * 

And this Office they did execute ſeveral moneths(in the 
year 163 5. ) before the King would give Alderman Wola- 
ſton and Alderman Gibbs their pardons for their offenſes, 
And much adoe then they had to get their Pardons : for when 
their pardons were at the Signet Office, Sr Henry Mildernay 
got the King to ſtop their pardons. And this Sr John Cook the 
Secretary of State told me, That Sr Henry Mildemay had pre 
ſented to the late king, bow groſly both Alderftan Gibbs and Al. 
derman Wolafton had abuſed the Commonwealth, contrary to the 
Law, and bow they bad ſurpriſed the King im getting their Pare 
dons, and that: they deferved to bee made exemplar. I am ſure 
- (according to the uluall;yyay of the Court) Alderman WWe- 
laftonand Alderman Gibbs could not remove ſuch obſtru- 
ions but with great {ugims,though the particular ſacams 
I never knew. And | vas defired by Mr Secretry Cook, 
at Oatlands on Sunday after Dincr, to go pelently ro Lon- 
donco Alderman Gibbs and Alderman Wolafton ( which ac. 
cordinply tdid)) to let them know from him, their Par- 
dons were ſtopped by the King, andthat they ſhould 
attend hin abour it, which accordingly Alderman Gibbs 
and Alderman Wolgſton the next morning did, 1was well 
acquainted (for 1 had paid for it ) what the meaning of ſuch 8 
meſſage bas, to bee ſent by me to Alderman Gibbs and Alder. 
mar Wolaſton : 4nd 1 did believ that they had not come up 
a full price, nar paid ſo mnch as wat expefied ; and I knew that 
was the main flop of their Pardons. 

Uponthis Offer of the Refinets, to pay the King fix 


pence 
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nce the ounce, (becing alrnych again as the Gold: vyer- 
drawers had offered by their Petition.) the Gold: vwyer- 
drawers were laid afide with their Petition, and Propoſi- 
tions by the Jate King and his Counſel as inconliderable 


ſons. 
And the Refiners (Alderman Gibbs and Alderman Wo: 


loſtn, by their craft) getting to bee great with the Attorney 
General *Bankes, Secretary Cook, Sir William Beecher, and 0- 
ther Courtiers, got to bee the onely men to (carry on this 
Proje&,for being the Kings Agents to furniſh Oae hundred 
thouſand —_— a year for this manufacture, And the 
late King (to gratifie the Refiners who bad bid him (o 
roundly ) granted Alderman Woll:ſton and Alderman Gibbs 
their pardons under the-great Seal of England (the relt of 
the Refiners being chen but young men, were cſteemed as 
raſcal Deer, they had not wool on their Backs, nor had 
committed fins enough for to have their pardons under 
the great Seal of England; and ſo got diſenifled by Order 
of the Lords of the, Counſel m the Court 'of Starr-Chams 
ber, 

And the King appoints the Refiners (wiz, Alderman 
Wollaſton, Alderman Gibbs, Henry Patrickſon, Daniel Stalwor- 
thy, Willam Haward, Richard Gibbs, Thomas Nowel and Wal- 
ter Hill) under the great Seal of England, to bee called by 
the name of his Majeſtics Agents, for the rehiaing of One 
hundred chouland pounds Gold and Silver a year for this 
Buſineſs ; And they had not a bare title onely of thar 
name, for the late King alloved them to hare wich bim, 
and rocax the People in their prizes, to (ell cheir gale (ilver 
Wyer two pence upon every ounce and the hlygr Wyer one 
penny upon every ounce more then divers Goldlaichs of 
London offered to (ell the Wyezx-drawvers. And this was 
oftcred ſeveral times by Gaptain Wilkew (the Jace Kings 
Gold(mich) 2 man of a great and vaſt Eſtate, Mr Foater, Mr 
Symone, and divers ther able rich mea.; And good fecuri- 
tic offered to the late Kings Commilsioners, and atthe 

| acts Courſſel 


\, * A 
Cuunſel Table at Whitehall, for the performing of Cove- 
nants : But this would nor bee granted by the late King or 
his Counſel, 

And this gave the great Offence in Parliament, 16:0. 
ic being found by the Parlament upon Examination, chat fo 
great and numerous a company as the Company of Gold- 
iImichs and Gold-wyer-drawers are, ſhould bee debarred 
{o great a branch in their Trade as this is ; For ir will be 
juſtified, and credibly demonſtrated ro your Fighneſ# and 
the Parlament, that theſc aforeſaid eight Rehiners (whereof 
Alderman Gibbs and Alderman Wollaſton had one half of 
the Trade and Rock, 3s appears by the Monopolic) got 
more for their own particular profit, by monopoliziog to 
chemſelvs the (alc of all Gold and Qilver Wycr for this Ma- 
nufaQure, being one hundred thouſand pounds: a year, 
then all the Goldſmiths in London, which arc-many hun- 
dred/ families, did get at that time by ſelling all the new 
Plate in London; (And,T'am confidenr, all knowing Gold- 
{michs will calculate it ſo;) which was and is the prin- 
cipal part of the Gold|miths Trade. ESE 

The Duty reſerved tothe King in lieu of his Cuſtoms, 
was nothing ſo odious to the Wyer-drawers (in compa- 
 riſon) as the Refiners Monopoly was. The Wyer:draw- 
ers conſtantly affirmed to the King and his Counſel, and 
co the Kings Commiſſionets, that the Refiners Monopoly 
was contrary to'/Law ; and\upon a diſpute at the Coun- 
ſe]l Table, che King called the Refhners (Alderman Gibbs 
and Alderman Wollaſton) his Sheep, and the Wyerdrawers 
he called his Goats; (but-in the concluſion both theſe Refi. 
ning Aldermen proved the Kings Majeſties Sheep-biters : ) 
And the lateKing prefled the Wyer-dravvers at bis Coun. 
{e}] Table to conform themlelvs to che Regulation,” but 
ſomeof the Wyer-drawers told the {aid King, They would 
ſubmittothe Lav, bur not ro'the Refiners Monopoly ; 
and that it was agaitiſt the Law, thatFreemen of the City 
of London ſhould bee reſtrained a Free Market, to enrich 

private ' 
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private men, andto make them Aldermen, Befides, the 
Gold-vycr-drawers wcre compelled upon great penalties 
(as appears by their Boads) to-buy naS1]ver wyer for their 
manufacture, bur of the ſaid Alderman Wollaflon, Alder- 
man Gibbs, and the other ſix Pat-ntees joined with them , 
andofrentimes the Refiners (Gibbs and Wollaſton) prefled 
the Commilsioners to cauſe ſearches ; and complaining 
they were at-great charges paying Clerks wapes and Houl- 
rent,” and therefore delired ſearches and ſeiſures of ſuch - 
Wyct-drawers filyer which did not buy of them : And 
they forced all perſons to pay them two pence the ounce 
for all gilt wyer, and a penny the ounce for all ſilver wyer 
more then they ought or needed to have done, had the 
Wyer-drawers been permitted to have had a. free marker, 
And the Goldwyerdrawers paid this for divers years toge= 
ther,as is well known to many hundred perſons in London, 
Hereupon, the Wyer-drawers petitioned. againſt this 
Monopoly of Alderman Gibbs and Alderman Wollafton to 
the Parlament in 1640. and therein ſet forth that this Mo- 
nopoly was contrary to the Common Law, and againſt 
the Statute of 24, Jac, concerning Monopolies ; and con- 
trary to the Liberties of the City of London; And that this 
monopoly was-for the excelsive profit of the Refiners, for 
that they could buy their filver at a moneths time z pence 
an ounce cheaper ; then they were forced to pay the Rehi- 
nersready money : And this was affirmed in Parlament by 
T homas Joles, Robert Patrickſon, Laurence Whalley, Nathana#l 
Seabourn, and leveral other Gold-wyer.drawers. | 
Upon Examination of this Buſineſs by. the Parlamenc, 
the Patentces (Alderman Wollaſtor Alderman Gibbs, &c ) 
were commanded to bring into che Houl their Monopcly, 
andthen the Wycr:drawers got quite free from it by Pala. 
ment. | 
. The Refiners (Alderman Wollafton and Alderman Gibbs) 
to avoid the puniſhment which might juſtly have beenimpoſed on 
them by the Parlament, according to the Statute of 21. Jac. cap.3. 
I copcerning 
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concerning Monopelies. When they ſaw they could bold their Mono. 
poly no longer, and that the" Parlament was called, they petition 'to 
have their Pattent of Agencie' aiſfolved, as if it had been put as 
them by farce and againſt their wills, alledging, T hat they were 
ſued m the Starr«Chamber ; and that (to avoid a ſentence there, 
being terrified by the example of the Soap-boitkers and the Vint. 
ners) thry accepted of -beting his Majefties Agents. 

When the truth was they accepted of being the Kings Agents for 
the fole refining and vending of One hundred thouſand pounds fil, 
ver a year for this Manufaftwe, out of a covetons defire to en. 
rich themſelvs, and unjuſtly did exclude all Golafmiths and Wyer. 
drawers that had ſerved their time to the T rade ; and by their un. 
dertaking this Monopoly, they yot their Pardons under the great 
Seal of England for many great, as may apprar upon view of theiy 
Pardons. > 

IF hat they vere ſued in the Starr- Chamber q it is very 
crae : For ſuch Crimes, that had che Caule proceeded, 
and: witneſſes thert been examined, and the Court given 
Judgement againſt them , they had been both un- 
done. | ' \ 

- Tomy knowledg , this was their chief Plea in Parla- 
ment; and fo they flung ditinche Kings face(for his mer. 
cietowardsthem) by their Petition which they preſented 
to the Houſe. 

Though before the Parlament, chey .would neirher ler 
Gold(miths nor the Wyer-draweers co have a free market , 
but fly infiſted on it,ever vehen it camero a diſpute, That 
the Refining and preparing Gold and S.lver vwyer, id ab- 
ſolutely belong tothe Rehiners; and fo excluded the Gold- 
ſmiths of London : And by their Monopolie excluded all 
other petſons from the Trade, bur onely eight perfons (che 
Kings Agetts and Partentees,” . Thele Agents laid our of 
their own purſes Two huadred eighric and ewo pounds 


clrce ſhillings for repairing the Office; which they gave me 
a nr pr en, hel Lands :*nd + wh; <4 move 


Sec'etarie Cook to get the King.to allory it them. | did 
_ ſo; 
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fo; burthe King retuened thera anſwer , Thet.if it bad cof 


#bem1 tem times as muah; ber Would not allow ore penny ; for hee had 
Ordered Alderman Wollaflon and Alderman Gibbs beve they 


P ardon,and that inrahat bee bad yiven them Tan thouſand pounds, 


| haveche Ouigiaab Bill by mee. 
Several times this Moaopolie of the Refiners was ops 
poled, and argued oftentinges' at the Coualell Table, and 


before the Kings Commilzioners it. Litale Brietaing and Ac 
My Atrornie General Bankes Chambets ( both before Alder- 
mano Wollaſton and Ald. Gibbs got theis Monopolie and after 
they had their Pattene ome of the Wyer drawrers and ſotne 
of the Goldſmiths and Silkmen (chiefly Sig George Bimity 
a Silkman, fot the Silk men ; and che Wardens of the Com- 

panie of Gokiteaichs, for the  Goldimihs , aud all the chief 
Wyer-drawers, in behalf of themſelys 2nd their Fellow 
Wycr-drawers) oppohing Sir John Wallgfton and Alderman 
Gibbs Monopoke, and deniogro have a free market tobuy 
their Silyer, Bueche Refiners ſtill made ſnch potent friends, 

(no doubt their Gold flevv plentifully amooght th the Cour. 
tiers, or elſe they could not have carried it ) that neiches 
VVyer-drawers nor Geldſmiths could buy of thens or 
tell cicher Glver or wycr forany the manufaQuures afore- 

faid'; but þmenge? rity ar of Alderman Walleſton and 
Alderman Gibbs, and others the Kings Agents and Patren- 
recs, till 1640. chae:that the ſame was overthrownin Par. 


hn. 


May ic pleal your Highnels ; 


132 9 the Proſecution and Conteſt of of this buſuneſs between 


the Moto meme ebb Refunrs; and Stk- 
men, about the frauds and abuſes committed in their Trades,( each 
men furttiug it of wo awther. ) T he King ad. Lords of 
the Counſel caſt ehous, Haw th bee tnette informedof all theſe abu- 


ſes, and to ſoardpnto the batter of all chis Kpave'y and Cheating: 
- r. 2 Several 
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Several wayes were propounded. At laſt, the Lords of the Coun. 
fel Ordered a private Search and In(þettion mto all. $ ukmens and 
Gold Wyerdrawers ſhopps : afterwards: , the King ang 
Lords impowered mee T hoo as Violer, under the Great Seal, to 
make theſe Searches ſrequently, to prevent ſrauds in Wy-rdrawers 
and fukmens ſhops, and mn any other places where I conceived ſlight 
and bad Silver and Gold Thread 'and Wyer was, and to ſeaze the 
fame, and if Tfound i bad to deface it, and to certifie their names 

20 the Kings Counſel or the Attourney Generall, 
And the Lords of the Counſel, at that time, Ordered Sr Henry 
M |Cemay to fend ſeveral pe: ſons to buy ſmall parcels of Gold and 
Sulver Iyer and Thread, Spangles* Purls, Oas &c. in almsſt all 
the Silkmens and Wyerdrawers ſhops in and about London. 
That fo they might bee truely informed, upon an Aſſay by the ſworn 
Aſſa;-maſter at Golſmiths Hall Mr Alexander Jackſon, what 
manner of gold and filver Wyer and Thread, Spangles, Oes, and 
Purl ; (and the Standard of the Silver) was made and vented 
for good ſilver. . Tdo verily believ, There was never a ful. 
tcror cleater Difcpverie of Frauds and Cheatings in the 

world: then was diſcovered at'that time : 
' » For Mi'Jackfon the Aﬀſay-maſfter of Goldſmiths Hall 
hath Reported everie particular Afay by it ſelf, and Maſter 
ey Worthington, M* Thomas Johnſon, and M* Lemard 
Welſted have ſet down the daycs of the moneth and the 
year, the Silktmen and Wyerdrawers ſhopps, and their 
names, where they bought this courl adulterate Silver 
Thread and Spangles, and that they bought it and paid for 
good ſilver, 1 have both the original Certificates ready to 


be produced, 


| TheTitle of the ſeyeral Aﬀayes is, 


= Riel made by me Alexander Jackign (ſworn Aſſay-ma- 
ſter of the Right Worſhipfall \the' Company of Gold- 
ut fr bi Mopſie rice) of ori Qeilef gon 

ao uver 
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flver T bread,Spangles ,Plait,and Wyer for and by the apointment 
of the Right Wor ſhipfull Sr Henry Mildemay Knight, as fo'- 
loweth, being firſt burnt and melted, and aſſayed, brought by 
Sr Henry Mildmay the 9 of July, 1635. to Golifmits 
Hall. The Kings Standard for Starling filver u Fleven ounces 
T wo penny weight Fins upon the Pane. The Afſayes follow, 
VIZ. 

The particular Origmall Reports I have readis to produce to 


tbe Counſel of Trade, wherin they will ſee the great Cheats 
put- upon the Nation by ſome "Refiners , Wyerdrawers , arid 
Silkmen. 


Atthe bottome of the original Ren follower, | 
DIR, 


Theſe are theſeverall Aſſayes of the ſilver Spangles, plaited 

Ver, ard ſilver Thread, made and Reported by mee Alexander 
Jackſon ; They being all under Starling and againſt the Laws of 
the Kingdom. Some © pr of theſe Ao I made by the appoint- 
ment of Sr Heary Mildemay K in the year 1635 ; and 
fome par! of which falfified Ar; d 2k filver Thread, - 
Wyer, and Spangles were brought to mee by 1s Tho. Violet 


the year 1638. 


By mee ALEXANDER JACKSON 
the ſworn Aſſay-maſter to the wor- 


ſofa Cl —_ of Goldſmiths, 


ndon 


By Order of the Lords ofthe Coun- 
ſet 1 Tho, Violet paid Mr Jackſon Five 
: pounds fot this Service. 


And this Gove Thread, Wyer, Spangles, &c. was one 
bandred and odd ſeyeral parcels made,contrarieto the oath 
of every Goldſmith, Wyerdravver, and Refiner, when they 


are maade free at Gold(rnichs Hall. I bumblic leav it to 
( bee 


(70) 
bee conſidered on, wherher this manufaure ought nor 
tritly to bee looked after and duelie regulated, when nei- 
ther Onchs nor bonds will keep them to. work good 
{Jver. | 

For execming of my Office juſlieand ſtrialie, to hold 
rhe Refiners and Wyerdraveersto a Rule, co makeall their 
wyer and thread of good filver, and puniſhing the Offens 
ders, manie ofthem [ brought ro Juſtice. And ſhewed 
the” King how hee was cozened in. che Mint of Three 


thouſandPounds a year ( which cauſed Mderman Wollafton 


ſecretly to hate mee mortally) And hee cauſed mee to bee clapt up 
( by his incenſing ſome members of Parlament againſt mee ) in the 
Tower, m Januarie 1643. when bee was Lord Major of Lon» 
don. And the Parlament kept mee clofe priſoner there Nine 
hundred twentie eight daies and Fourteen Moneths more, in 
which T had libertie to go at large in the Tower ; upon-the pretence 
1 was. « Malignant, when the truth was, alderman Wollaſton 
vented but his private malice ainſt mee. 


; Uponthis occahon OR: 1cerman W. ollaſion havin pur 


up tathe Parlamenc in the year 1540, a Pcricion, ſlighting 
the Kings mercie and goodneſs towards him, in giving 
him hisPardon ; when | ſaw Alderman Wollaſton's cars 
riage.in that Petition hee preſenced to the Parlament, [then 
cold the King, in the year 1640. that Alderman Wollaſtor 
joining with fome of che Officers of his Mint had made a 
fraudulent agreement to mele all the filver in the Minr, 
vvhich- vas to make monics ; and hee to have from the 
King the allowance of dg upon the pound Troy, 
which is, pencethe pound weight Troy, for allthe filver 
hee melted in the Mint, This "_—_— was made with- 
out either the King's orthe Lords of the Counſells know. 
ledg or.approbation , nor was there anie allowance or 
ws Aras; rr yon of Exgland for him to receive 
cheſe fees, or the Officers of the Afiat to grant them to 
him, ww. | 

By which fraudulent bargain, the King was A" 

\ o 
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of neer upon three thouland pounds a year, from the year 
1630,tothe year 1640, And Alderman Wollsſton put up all 
this monic 1n his own particular purſe,the King nor Lords 
never knowing any thing of this bliade bargain. 
Alderman Woll:ſtons place in the Tower being (o inconfi- 
derable in the eie of the Sate, and 1n the repuration of che 
world (the meker of the mint being buc the Mafter work: 
ers ſervant) that Alderman Wollaſton never had 2 Patent for 
1t under the Great Seal, whereas the Maſter worker of the 
Mint hath a Pattent , the Warden, the Alſaie-maſter, the 
maſter of the Irons, the Engraver, the Comptroller, che 
Teller, and ſeveral other Officers of the Mint, haye all of 
hem their ſeveral Pattents under the Great Seal of England 
tor their leveral places. 


Now Alderman Wollaſton's place was worth every year 
ro him mere monie then all the atorelaid Cflicers of the 


Mit,tovice told ; forevery year hee cleared near three chou- 
ſand pounds a year, as I proved to the late King, and | can 
prove itco your Eghnefs,the Parlament, and your Counlel, 
whenſotver you plea : and-all the Officers Fees in the 
Mine did not amount to.anc thouland pounds a year, A 
Rrange fraudulent trick, that a ſervant (tor in the Mine Al- 
derman Wollaſton was but the maſter workers of the mints 
fervant) ſhould gee ſ1x times more then his maſter, and 
three cimes maore then all -the Officers in the mint : It 
was the profits of this Place zailed him prinapally to bee 
| Bue this is no great wonder, when the maſters of che 
mint (for many years) are and have been ignorant of the 
ryſteries and perquilices of their places, to the great dam- 
mage of che Nation in- many particulars. _ In formet 
rimes'ic was notiſo ; Goldſmiths and Artiſts were maſters 
of the mint, that knew the courle of Exchanges; and held 
Correſpondence with Farraia Baakers.and merchants : no 
can ſhew-(aforethis) a Doftor of Phylick malter 


a 
veider of chrovine; and had = 1 ſtopped at one wo 
2 three 
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three buadied thouſand pounds of filver, the Irons in the 
tnint would have been ruſtic. I cauled more money to 
core to the mivt ar onetime (1653 ) then hath been coyn. 
ed this ſeven yeare belides that money, 

Upon'this my [nformation to the King, hee preſently 
ſent for Mr Andrew Palmer, the Aſſay- maſter of the mint, 
and My Henry (o2an, the Comptroller ot che mint, and exa- 
mined the bufine!s atone Alderman Wollaſtens Place 1n the 
Tower, and commanded mee to bee by and todeclarebe- 
forethern what I had told his Majeftte concerning Alder. 
man Wollaſtons Plice of meker in the mint. And when 
they heard wharl laid, they confeſſed ic to bee atruth, that 
Alderman Woll,fton had inten years (becing eſteemed but 
as a ſervant by tae condition of his Place in the mint to 
the'Head*Offcers, the maſter Worker and Warden of the 
minc) gotten more by his melting of the Silver inthe mint, 
then all rhe Officers of the mint” (put them all together ) 
had done. 

© Whereupon the King was wonderfull angry with them, (they 
beting his Officers in the Mint,) that they would ſuffer ſuch a 
thing, and not acquaint bim or his Counſel with it ; And asked, 
If my Lord Treaſurer, of Lord Cotnngrton, or the Lords of his 
(ormſel allowed him to have ſuch Fees and alluwances, or knew 
that Wollaſton made ſuch Gaines in the Mint, by being Melter 
of the Gold and Silver, They told his *Majeſtie, No , they did 
believe none of them knew it, nor any others but the Officers of 
the Mint ; for that it was a myſterie and few did know'it : There: 
apon, the King ſwors bis Officers of his Mint muſt either bee 
Knaves or Foo's, to let ſuch an'one as Alderman Wollaſton gull 
bm of three thouſand pounds a year, and to give ſuch a Place of 
Profit to any, without his conſent or the conſent of his Privy 
Counſell, or #ny of his great Officers. And then the Kimg ſos 
temnly prozefled 'He would have an accompt &- ſatisfattjon for this 
Bifineſs*; And that hee would not allow Alderman VVollafton 
Thirty thouſand pounds” for that \hee could have done for One 
thouſand pounds, This 'was about ten daies before the King went 
| from 
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from London, @1d had hee ever came again inpeace, ( in my 
conſcience ) this buſineſs had been called to « ſtrickt accompr: 
and the King thereupon gave mee Thomas Vuolet the place of 
Maſter of the Mint, and to have the fee of five hundred pounds 
@ year, And that T ſhould \ execute Aldern'an Wollaſtons 
place, of melter without any fee npon account of the Maſters fet 
and no more : I was to melt the Gold and Silver upon oath, not 
to have any benefit but only my fee of five hundred pound a year, 
as meſter worker of the Mint: Alderman Wollajton came td 
bear of this buſineſs afterwards, (in all likelybood) by Mr: Palmer 
or Mr.\ogan, and this was the true cauſe of Sr John Wollal- 
rons getting mee to bee ſent to the Tower, when hee Was Lord 
| Maivrof {ondon, - Oae other cheif rea;on uf my ſending 
to tie Lower was; ſom Marchanats of London and others 
(that had traoiported vaſt i@acicies of Go!d and Silver ouc 
of the Nation, & had melted down many [core thouſand 
pounds of heavy currant Engliſh money, for gold and 
Silver vwycr and plate) finding that I. was commanded 
by Mc Pym and Mc Hamden and other honorable members 
of Parlamentto. attend the houſ, about paſſing an Act 
of Parlament in the houf, to queſtion all ſuch as had 
tranſported Gol] or Silver, withouc licence, (The order for 
my proſecution of this bulineſs agaiaſt che Tranſporters of 

old is in the Journal book of the P:riament, 12) of March 
164.0. As will thereby appear, and the (everall orders 
and tranſactions thereupon ) Therefore the tranſporters of 
Gold and Silver, and the cullers and melters of che heavie 
flver coyn of che Nation, fearing if | was not clapt up 
in the Tower, or ſome other place, they ſhould bee queſti- 
oned for their tranſporting Gold and Silver : Theſe men 
cryed mee up in the City, and to the Parlamentfor a 
malignant, and incenſed ſom worthic members of Par. 
lamear againſt mee, that did not knovy thele mens true 
reaſons, nor the bottom of their malice , ſo 1 was ſent to 
the Tower : But in the mean time, what miſchief the Commons 
wealth bath gotten by not paſsing the Act againſt the tranſs 
x t porting: 
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Porting of Gold, which 1 was ordered by-the Parlament, 
ro prolecure, as appears by the Journals 1n Parlamenc, as I 
before ſaid 18* of March 1640. The not pasfing this 
Act hath givenan opportunity that all the Gold is ſent oue 
of the Nation, And now many propound the only res 
medy_ is" to raiſe Gold ( Not conlidering the great miſ- 
cheif and loſs that attends railing Gold or Silver) The 
like miſchief will ſuddenly fall by ſuffering Goldſmiths to bee 
the publick Caſhiers, they, by that means, cull and melt down the 
heavy monies of the Nation, And When all is culled and melted 
down and tranſported, ( as 1 bave often times ſaid ) then there 
will bee'a propoſition for the raiſmg of Sulver, to the unſpeakable 
damage of all Landed Gentlemen, and the Nation in general 
will bee impoveriſhed ſo much as you raif Gold or Silver, 

This miſchief hath com by ſuff®ting Goldſmichs to becom ex- 
chanzers of Gold and Silver and forraign ( oyns, whereas that doth 
only Properly by the Law of the Nation belong to your Highneſs, 
And till an exchange bee ſet up by your Highneſs,(and the Gold. 
ſmiths upon great penalties reſtrained only to their working of Plate 
and gold Rings and lewels and ſelling them, ) It is a thing impoſſible 
to prevent the tranſporting of Guld and Silver, as Thave formerly 

ſhewed ; which the Counſell for Trade will finde upon examination 
to bre true To which I bumbly refer my ſelf. 


May it pleaſ Your Highneſs ! 


| Had ar this day kept theſe Trades Rehiners, Gold- 
wyer-drawers, Silkmeo, Weavers and Button- makers 
(for ſo much as concerns the Silver) in that good or- 
der,by my Office of Surveyer and Sealer,that no courle Sil. 
ver ſhould bee made or ſpent in theſe manufaftures. And 
1 humbly ay, I doubt not but 1 ſhall receive thanks from 
this Parlament and the Counſel of Trade for my care, in 
diſcovering ſo many of theſe deceipts and frauds in theſe 
Trades : As 1 {hall particularly make appear before the 
Counſel of Trade upon examination of this Bulinels,, p 
WI 
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will ſave the Nation and the wearers of Gold and Silver 
many thouſand pounds a year, My true end of doing 
this is, that the Trade may bee regulated, and my place of 
Surveyer and Sealer reſtored, and 1 authorized (as | was 
formerly ) under the Great Seal of England to ſearch, ſurvey 
and ſeal all cthele manufaQtures, and to ſee them juſtly 
made, and to have ſuch a juſt Fee as may ſupport my ex- 
pence, and in ſome reaſonable proportion pay for my 
paines and hazzard | undergo by warranting the manufas 
Eture of Gold and Silver thread, @c. to bee all good co the 
Narion, an-} made according to the Standard, The wear: 
ers will have this benefit, they ſhall bee ſccured of goed 
Commodities, thatdoth laſt as long agatn as the greater 

art of the manufacture doth now ; and when it returnes 
ro the melting-pot, it will make them,in ſome lorrs of lace, 
as much again as itdoth now ; and it will ſave many cthou- 
{and pounds a year which is bruſhed and rubbed away, 
if the filverchread bze duely made wi th a due proportion 
of Silk, according to the juſt Rules as 1ſetked formerly in 


my Office. 


Tere are ſeveral unlavvfull Engines, called heels, that 
evvilt the Silver on the Silk fo ſkightly, that all choſe that 
wear Silver {pun by theſe Wheels are meerly deceived. The 
women Spinners(being ſome thoufands) have from time 
rotime complained ofrhem, both at the Conafel Table and 
at the former Counſel of Trade, and the Kings Commilsi- 
oners by teveral Orders put down the Wheels, 1 moſt 
humbly defire, the women Spinners, may bec-heard ar the 
Counlel of Trade, concerning that and other abuſes in this 
manufacture. T hey will acquaint them, that whereas 
pood Gold and Silverthread ſhonldhold fix ounces of fil- 
yerand three onnces of Silk ought-to bee the duc propot- 
tion for the making Needle gold and (ilver;and five ounces 
of filver to three ounces of Silk, of the ſleighteft : now 
the. manufaQure is ordinarily made/for-{ore forts of (M- 

t'2 ver 
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yer thread fix ounces filk to three ounces filver, and ſo the 
wearers are cozened half in half , beſides, the ſilver lace is 
ſ9 ſleightly made (for many ſorts thefeof, being both courl 
and adulterate, and ſo thinly covered that it loſerh the co- 
lour) is bruiſed and rubbed off from the Silk, and 
line, returns to the melting-pot : Thefe particulars will 
clearly beeproved (before the Counſel of Trade upon ex- 
amination) by hundreds of witaefſcs when ic comes to 
bee examined; And it is a great Abuſc put on the Na- 
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Here follow the principal Heads of 
the Refiners Monopoly. 


May i Pleaſ your Highneſt ; 


N the month of May 1536. an Indenture was ſcaled 

\ between the late King on the one part, and Alder- 

man. John Wollaſton and Alderman Wilken Gibbs, Henry 

Parrickſon,D auel Stallworthy William Floward Richard Gibbs, 

Thomas Nowell, and Walter Hill. of London, Refiners and 
parters of Gold, and Silver, on the other part. 


1 Thatthelate King did by his Proclamacion, 18. Jan, 
12. (ar. declare his will and pleaſure, to bee for the time 
to com, that none of the Coyns, or Plate of this kingdom 
ſhould bee ſpent in the making of Gold, or Silver thread, 
wyer,purles, plate oas ſpangles 8&c. but of ſuch Silver only 
as ſhould bee ſupplied from farrain Parts, by ſuch perſons 
35 his Majefty ſhould thereunto appoint. 


2, Andthatnone of the currant Goldand Silver Coyns 
| of 
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of this Realm; ſhould hereafter bee moulten dowynby aiy 
Refiner Goldſmith, or other perſon, And thar all gold and 
filver whatſoever, Which hereafter ſhould bee imployed,; 
uſed, or ſpent about this ManufaQure, ſhould bee refined 
preparedand diſgrofſed, only by ſuch perſons, as his Ma- 
jeſtie ſhould aſsignein thar behalf, And ſhould be by them 
fold and delivered, ( and by no other ) to all andevery 
perſons which ſhould work the ſame. 


3. And that bis Majeſties Agents fhonld take care upon the 
vending or ſale of any Gold or Silver, to any perſon or perſons what 
ſoever, for the uſes aforeſaid ; that there bee anſwered and paid 
£0 His Majeſties uſe, ſix pence an ounce T roy in wyer, of all Silver 
ſould, aſwell toward: the proviſion of "Bullion from beyond Seas, 
as for recompence of ſuch loſs bis Majeſtie ſuſtained in his cuſ- 
tomes by the leſs importation of the premiſes, 


4 His Majeſtic having had experience of the Abillcies, , _ 
and Skill of the ſaid John Wollaſton, William Gibbs, Henry Pas foers in this 
trickſon, Daniel Stallwortbie, William Hward, Richard Gibbs, Dn 
Thomas Nowell, and Walter Hill, (who,as bis Majeſties Agents Fre *85n's 
appointed by his majeſtie, hath fincethe aforeſaid regula. {bs bugaio 


tion, (ould all the aforeſaid Silver and Gold, for the afore- thar Cap. The 


iams offered 


faid manufactures ) An4 in furcher purſuance and execus tw fureith the 


filver 2co0o, 1. 


tion of his majeſties intention hath appointed conſlituted a year cheaper 
and made for him & his heires and (uccefTors,and did by {amy Pn 


the ſaid Indenture appoint conſticute & make the aforeſaid 9200 ! for 


1 qo - - ,, performance) 

Jobn Wollaſton, William Gibbs, Henry Patrickſon, Daniell then the lad 
.\ RY a onopoliſts 

Stallworthie, William Howard, Richard Gibbs, Thomas Noell, did force th: 

| Wyer-drawers, 

to pay : for all 

| | crher Perſons, 

but the Kings Agents, were prohibited to ſel filver for this ManufaQure, as gppears by thicic Indenture 

under 'the great Seal, This Monopoly is ffat againſt the Letter of the Law 21. ]ic. chap. 3. 


and Walter Hill, and the ſurvyvors of them, The'Agents, 
of bis Majeſhis his heires and ſucceſſors, for the furniſhing, re- 
fining,, diſſgrosfing and ſelling one Flundred Thouſand Pounds, 

Mas ons 
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worchof Silver and Gold yearly, and every year, or yearly fo much 

\  * murethereof as ſhall or may bee by them 
Contra yed ey Jorytrrs Jomtly vended, uttered, or ſold, in the 
ee falfche net of Making the Premiſes : which ſhall bee 
che —C allof then devided into thirty #wo parts and ſhares, 
CE ps Ee octopus 
their filver for a thouſand 9 s Of tNe 
arg bg nn en ye Thing two Gare, William Gibbs ſhall 
furniſh the workers. nor Al: have the providing and ſelling of other 
_ _—_— Syn pt tight parts of the ſaid Thirty two parts, 
chenrin their Trades: ſo that Henry Patrickion of two parts and one 
this Monopplie did their work 
every way. but, had the Law quarter part of the ſaid thitty two parts, 
been, fllowed apaiſt thei, [3 niet Rallworthie. ſhall have the 
Trade, they had been undone. ſelling of three parts, «1nd one quarter 
part of the Thirty two parts. William Haward ſhall have the 
ichning and fling of ewa; parts, and one quarter part. 
Richard Gibbs (hall have the rehniog and ſelling of three 
pats of che ſaid Thirty ewo parts, Thomas Newell ſhall 
have theproviding, refining, and (elling of ewo parts and 
aquarter ofthe {aid Thirty rvwwo parts. And Walter Ei! 
hall have the providing and furniſhing, refining and fel. 
ling three parts of the ſaid Thirty ewo parts, 

I tnoſt humbly defire your Highneſs to bee pleaſed to obſery, 
Mr William Havvard was formerly Mr Alderman Gibb's man, 
and one of the Kings Agents im this Monapoly with Alderman 
Gibbs and Alderman Wollaſton, Mr William Haward 
was queſtioned by mee, and proved to have counterfeited the cur» 
rent Gold and Silver monies of this Nation, and for making Gold 
and Silver Wyer with a core of Capper (which was one half Silver 
' and one balf (opper ) which hee made into Gold and Silver Wyer 
and" Thread, and ſold it for good Gold and Silver Wyer and 
Thread ; and 1 cauſed him to bee apprehended, and his tools 0A 
on at Old Windfor, twenty wiles from London : And after- 
. wards Trook him in Southweark, with one Morſe « Refiner (as 
crrming # Roque for counterfeiting of moity as ever was of the 
Trade 5 aigh Mr Haws 3 bet bal the con 
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of the Refiners, for hee had his perden for bis offences ; vie. 
Coyning of Money. An ordinary Grame with ſonie Refiners. 

Myr William Morſe (My William Hawards jm ; at: 
ther Refiner alſo) F took him with a Porters load of Coyning 1: 
rons in St Thomas the Apoſtle in Sourhwark ; hee” ue both 
Coyning and making Silver (at one time) witha core of Copper, 
half Silver and half Copper, to make Gold and Silver T bread. 1 
have the Aſſaies under Mr Jackſons haxd., the ſworn Aſſay- 
maſter of Goldſmiths-ball : And this Silver and ( opper Wyer was 
made into Thread, and was uſually fold f.y gord Silver by Mi 
Morle, M* Mantle; and M* Rhodes : 1 took M* Rhodes, 
Mr Clark and Mr Mantle (Wher-drawers ) making of Spaugks 
above one third part Copper, mixed with the Silver, within the 
Rales cf the Kings Bench (they-thought they has been ſafe there 
in a Priſon, but my Officers 1 bmploced found them out),  Likewife 
I took one Mr Geares, and catifed him to bee Indithed at the Sef- 
frons Houſe in the Ol4 Baily ; (this was after 1 bad fannd hon 
working at the Old Ford, # Shoredicch, Whice Chappell, 
Goodmans Ficlds, and i: 0they blnide Places) and when 1 ſaw 
hee would take no warning, 1 caſed him to ſland in the Pillory, 
for ſelling ſilver with a tore of Copper far yood Silver ; I amplocad 
all the year four men in the four parts of the (ity and Suburbs 
to make theſe ſearches and ſtiſures,,and they were paid one huns 
dred pnnd a year, during all the time Thad the Office. Thes 
Geares made many thoiefand pounds of Gold and Silver thread, 
half Copper and half Silver, and fold it all' for yood. Silver m 
London. I did alſo apo ſearch ſeize upon ſeveral quantities 
of Silver Late mixed with Copper , in Aleerman. ayes 
Hands (which by ſeveral Wyer drawers aud others was ſold to 
Merchants that traded to Rulsia) ; and there it 1645 found ont and 


detefied by the Ruſsians,d fert back to England to the Gover- 


nour of the Company ( Alderman Garway) 'to have theſe Wyar- 


drawrys in London found ont and panifhtd, that. had difhangred 
the Nation in making Gold and Silver lace mixed with Copper, 
and felling it to Rutsin Merchants for good fitper. This Lace 
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14s oe My. Sand's Lace ( Sr George Sand's brother ) who was 
deceived: in it. ' 1 made: T wentie men _runn away abut this 
Buſineſs. | LW *, | 
T bere have been within this few years ſeveral other Refiners 
and Goldfmiths indi&ted at the SeſSrons Flu in the Old Bayly 
for counterfeiting gold and ſilver, ( th: Coins of the Nation ) who 
bave ſo craftily managed their buſineſs, that ſome of them. have 
eſcaped banging by maracle. © 
If Thave my Office eſtabliſhed again, T wiſh them to forbare 
coming thither to the Old Bayly, any more for I know by what 
tricks. they bave decerved the Jhrie and the: Court. Theſe men 
and their fellows are angrie with mee* and would by no means 
have mee to have the looking after the regulating of the Trade of 
gold and ſilver Wyer and Thread. . ; And indeed they have reaſon 
for ( bad I'my Office again 'for Sealing and Surveying this Ma- 
nitfatture) I ſhould ſpoil many a mans cozening Trade, which bee 
daily now prafliſeth, in, deceiving the Commonwealth by the de- 
ceitfull making theſe Mannfattures of ſilver Wyer and ſilver 
Thread &c.. For L found oft where Silkonen had ſold to Jome of 
the Nobilctie and: ſome Hontrable- perſons ſilver lace mixed with 
opper for good Silver.. I cauſed the,offenders to bee proſecuted 
in the Starr Chamberfor itz and cauſed them to make it good to the 
parties wronged. In brief, for Five years I cauſed all the Gold and 
Silver "that was. ſpent in _ this manufaure to bee duely and 
juſtlie made : - (The valueyearly out of Silkmens ſhops 
in Loidon, when. it was made into Lace and Ribbins, 
Spangles, Oes &c - amounted-to above Two Hundred 
thouland pounds 2 year Starling, as | hayecalculated it by 
"my Accompts; for it all paſſed my Seal and Survey, either 
by mee or my Deputies, ſuch as I was toanſwer to the 
Commonweakh for the erue performance of cheir Places, 
and gave Securitic in the Excbequer for their juſt per- 
formance.) Fcanſed all theſe manufaRures to bee made ſojuſtly 
and exaFtly-as the Plate and money of the Nation, 
And though ſame that 1 cauſed to bee puniſhed for their cheating 
were and are angrie with mee, and got others to back them with 
Came 


(81) 
complaints ; by their petitioning to the Parlament in 1641; T hat 
Thadcauſed fame of them to bee umpriſoned, diſturbed them, in 
' their Trades, and ſpoylea and fa wed their W 'yer, ay and 
Spangles &c. [= made "= and ſciſures i thew ſhops aud 
houſes, Trulie I confeſs this part af their petition was mvFRt I 
found their Silver was adulterated. 


"This T did whileſt I bad my Office. dndgfterwards, far want 
of dving [7 2 Nation was Cozened, and at this day.is Cogened ( as 
1 can ſþPb in one hundred and odd ſeveral parcels of cow and adul- 
terate Silver old Lace » Spangles, Purl, Oes and Wyer ) All 
under the hand of Mr Alexander Jack(oo "”—_ Yopnyferef 
Goldſmiths 


For the cheating Fellows of the City ( let them bee. either Wy- 
erdrawers gas Refiners ) 1 dare fware. ( whether they bee 
rich or poor) T- gave them little reaſon to lovg mee 8r wiſh mee 
well ; for Thindred them as much as Tcould: And I never knew 
a Thief love a Judg heartily. But there are honeſt men of = 
Trades, both Refiners and Gold-Wyerdrawers, and Porkm-n 
which defire, Imay have my place reſtaed to mee; par par 
the abliſes of their Trades and Mangfattures may bee redreſ 
For all boneft workmen are undone for want of are js 
power to bee ſettled on ſame ſeleft perſons to. puniſh, t offenders; 
And reduce their number, only to ſuch as bave ſerped ——— 
70 the trades, and to make the workers to conform theng/c 
ſuch orders as your Highne Fed Plerg ſhall 
preventing the waſte of. the Coyn, and Place of the 
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I have 


humbly preſented aModel far a - hn emis 


ſarf tho Th, 
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 Lderman Gibbs and Alderman Walliſton, &c. 


- martiofized in any pared the Realen of Eogloutand 
Dominion of Wales, by their -Monopoly to 'prepare'and 
fine Oge ve ogg pound) in Falverani gold year. 
cnet or ſorwuch- thereof as may yearly by 
joindy vended, nceefed or fold, accordiggts the 
mmm nr wrt To have and to hold the 
_ powers, ficehces andamthorities; and all and ſingular 
premiſles unto chern the ſaid Jobs WallafJon, William 
pork age Hemy Patrick/on, Daniel Stallworthy, William Haward, 
Richard Gibbs, Thomas Newel, and Walter Hill, durin phe 
erm of ſeven years, from thence forth nexcenſuing ful 

cobee complexed and ended ; Hnd that withour any og 
t0 bee wed (-# the ſau bi Majeſtic bis Flcirs or Succeſs 


fois. 
%,4" ; 


$: ad Covenant they will fell no Glver or gold 
af Athy Oni to ſuch perſons chat ſhali bes 
admined to-work and bee allowed to buy the ſame. And 
allo char they fhall and will pay che aforeſaid Durics to his 
Majeſtic his Heirs and Succeſſors , which was ſixpence 

yew peat vince my of Silver __ in this Manufa- 


\ 


6: They Covtnantwith the King, that they not their 
lervancs Kul) Hot mek*doven-ort bee conſenting to the 
melting down of any the carrant Coynes of the King bis 
Heirs or Succeſlors, or the Plate of the Nation, for any the 
ManufaQures aforeſaid , except ſuch onely as ſhall ariſe 
and return off and from an y gold and filyer Thread, Lace, 


4 


Pakes, Qas, $ Lo ſhall bee imported from 
the parts beyond © Seas, and hath not been ananufaRured 
in this Nation, 


; And 


FE: 9). 


# And alliand fiogular theſe Grants, Powers, Licences 


und Authorities before iven. and 


granted, they ſhall | 


enjoy, notwithſtandiag thexbemae 


made in the fourth "year of Hen. 5 
2ap.2, and -notwithſtariding the Sta- 


rate madein the 3% arid '6%-years of 


Edw.6*+ 119. intieuled , The Ponal- 


tie for of Gutd nd Sihve And 
noevithſtanding re” Starme of. 18 
Blix, tap. 55. oranþ cher Act, Staure, 


Law; Ordinatice, Proclamation,Pro- 
viſion or” reſtiQion whatſobver to 
the contrary in any vvife 'notwwirh. 
Randing, And his Majeftic for Him 
and his Heirs and Succeſſors did will, 
ordain and declare*, that 
cominuance of this his Grant, his Ma- 
jeſtic his Heirs/and Succeffors 'wwill 
not give or gran any libertie, licence, 
or power, or authoritie to-any 
whatſoever, other then unto ſuch as 
have already ſerved,or fhall hereafter 
lerye as Apprentices wholly and bet 

to the Art of Refining and parti 

Gold and Silyer by the ſpace © Recs 
years (as the ſaid Joh Wollafton William 
Gibbs, and other the parties before 
named have done) to bee made, ex- 
pended and imploied in or abots the 
making gold or filyer thread, or any 
the leveral ManufaQures herein be- 


fore whinloed. TY 


>, "6 


X 2 


the 
| LIES, 


what 0nely dght Refinery were the Med, Ta 
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II 
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pot AER iis ua 


; 
hat 
dſmit S-hall, {2 
and er gh for the ©: 
venant, and amongſt their 
Brethren ſtorm ar the op- 
preſſion of the Times, 4s 
at... ProjeQors and Mono- 
polizers (when there was 
none greater then them 
ſelvs, as appears by this 
omepedy)« They have 


rrenree 
for this Manufacture, when 
rraly , neither had heart oc 
bans avr any diavne 
Tak ence in « 
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And the afore-ſaid perſons every one for himſelf did 
tovenant/and ptomiſero and with his Majeſtic his þ 
and Succellors, thar-fromgime to time, during the ter 

,to perform their beſt endeavbrs in and by all Jaw. 

all waics and means forthe promoting and advancing of 
his Majeſtics benefi i — in rhe rRrmous 

And his Majeſtic, for him, his and Sneceflors, Fa 
| ring che term rhercby granted, did Covcnancto youchſate 
hisavd their aſſiſtance to the ſaid Agents and the Sarvivors 


of them, for..the beter ex romance and diſchargio 
the GGid Apencie, and iſles {0 Or them 
undertaken, according to the tenor _— erue- meaning 
 thefaid Grant: | 1n.wicneſs whereof, tothe: 26-8. < 


chis Indentwe x. with the ſaid Agents, Our So- 
vereign Today Inv) che Gear Seal of Eng- 
in ro bee pu pro other patr, remaining with bus 

jeft Ah laid Jobn Wollaſtor, William Gibbs , Henry 


"pay ; Daniel Stallworthy , William Haward , Richard 
Gibbs, 4 Ml Nowell, and W alter Hl! have ſet their hands 


| and Seals the day and year firſt above written, 4mo Dem. 
5h Witneſs Our _- at Weſtminſter the 1 daie of 
,in the rvelkb met our Reign, 


"Thee the Te of this Monopoly of the Refi- 
| ners verbatim at large, ſworn and atteſ?- 
ed ; ready to bee produced, if required. 


My ious Hh, 


are the chief Heads of the Monopolie granted 


{ meag 1636.to Sir __ 


Refs of Lo ks 


%, 


This 
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This monopolie was complained of to the late 
King and his Counſel by ſome of the Wardens and Com- 
anic of the Goldimichs in Ano 163 6.2nd ſince oftentimes 
to the late King and his Commilſsioners, both by ſeveral 
Goldſmiths aad Wyerdrawers (as being a great lols and a- 
 buſe tothe wholeCompany. of Gold(miths )in Amis 1637, 
1638,and 1539,and 1s againſt the Statute of 21. Jac.cap.3.and 
ſeveral other Acts of Parlament,and againſt the Common 
Lavy of the Land, and the 'Charter of the Ciry of Low 
By this monopoly they ingroſsing into a few particular 
mens hands for their private Jucre and gain (under the ſpe- 
cious pretence of the Kings ſervice, which vas the ordi- 
nary imask uſed by Pattentees and Monopoliſts of that 
time) the lively-hood and ſubliftance of many hundred 
Gold(:niths and Wyerdrawers, which by the Charter of 
the Company of Gald[miths pught not to have been de- 
barred, and by the cuſtom of the City of Landm were 
legally impowered to refine Silver and Gold, afwell as the 

ſaid Refiners were, 


And though this was ofteatimes offered, ic was alwaies 
denied and oppoſed by the Refiners, who had gotthis me» 
nopoly in their Iron clutches, and would nor let go their 
hold cillctheir monopolie was put down by the Parlament, 
upon the Petitioa of the Gold-wyer-drawetrs , as afore« 
ſaid, 


I have left with the hmnorable Committee for Trade, (in Aug, 
1656.) ſeveral bumble Propoſals for the juſt and due regulation 
of this T rade of Refining and Gold and Silver-wyer-drawng, If 
they bee put in execution, the ManufaFure will bee agam juſtly 
and: truly made, the Coyn and Bullion of the Nation preſerved, and 

your Highvels Revenue augmented : "But, as the Manufaftwe 
of Gold and Silver Thread, &c. is now made, the wearers thereof 
ere many of them coxened,. and the (oyns and Plate of the Na- 
T6; ? | $01 
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tion metted (to the great dammage of the Nation) and every day 
new Cheats are wivented, to deceive the Wearers by Wheels or 
Engines. Therefore 1 woſt bumbly pray for either a due Regus 
lation of Gold and Silver Thread and Wyer, &c. or the making to 
bee put down in England, eſpecially at this time now wee have 4 
Warr with Spain, ſtrictly to look that nene of the Coyns of the 
Nation, or Plate, lee melted down for any of theſe Manufa- 
Ehures, © 


8. That within theſe three months (in June laſt) Mr 
Alexander Jackſon (the Aſſaie-maſter of Gold{miths.ball ) 
becing defiredto go to the Excize-Office, to make an aſlay 
of ſome Silver that was made into Wyer for this manu- 
faQure, ſeized on an Ingott of courſe Silver about 3© 
which was thirteen penny weight worſe then the Standard ; o 
weekly (pon ſtrift examination) it will bee found that great quan 
rities of courſe ſaver bath been made into theſe Manufattures. 
This Silver (as 1 am informed) belongs to a Refiner, and it is 
both contrary to the Law and a breach of bis Oath to proeve any 
ſuch Silver for any Manufaftare. 


T have many Aſſayes under Mr Jackſons hand (the Aſſay- 
maſter of Goldfmiths-hall) where four cough þ of Copper hath been 
V 


mixed and put into eight ounces of Si'ver, and ſold for goon Sil. 
ver ( by ſome Silkmen Gal Wyer-drawers ), to the intolerable deceipt 
of the Wearers of gold and fulver Lace. 

And whereas all perſons ſhould make gold and ſilver Thread to 
hold fix ounces Silver to three ounces of Silk it bath been ordinary, 
and at this day is made, to fix ounces of Silk but three ounces of 
Silver, the Silk many tames heavy died ; the Wearers many 
of them are coined, and their garments bold : And many 
other Cleats and frauds Icould particularize. 

9. When I'delivered an Accompt of theſe gro(s deceipts 
to theKing and Lords, and upon examination they find- 
ing theſe Abuſes to bee ſo frequent both amongſt Refiners, 
— and Wyer-drawers; The King and Lords of 

is 
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his Cauncel having often imployed mee in thele Diſcove- 
rics of the fraudes of the Wyerdrawers, They ordered mes 
Thoms Violet 4uno 1635. to bee Surveyer and Sealer of all 
theſe manufaftures, for three lives, under the Great Seal of. Eng. 
land ; And to bave andreceiv to my own uſe One Halfþenny the 
Ounce for Wy er, and 4 Pence the pound Venice for all god and 
felver Thread I Sealed and Surveyed : And prohibited all per- 
ons to put ſ1]ver or gold Thread to Sale before it was warranted 
by the Seal of my Office, being the Roſe and Crown. 
In confideration of this Fee atarelaid | Covenanted, 
and put in Securitie to the Jate King in the Exchequer , 
Thar if any goldor filver Thread, Spangles, Purls, Ocs, or - 
Wyer ſhould bee Surveyed and Sealed, or paſſed ou: of my 
Office cicher by mce or my Deputie, which vas courf or 
adulrerate filver, under Rterling, or nor juſtlie made; the 
"Thread with a due proportion of filyer, at che leaft five 
ounces filver to three ounces (ilk :; I was bound; and am 
bound to this day, to anſver and pay all Damages roany 
perion grieved or wrongedin the Natien, concerning the 
Premiles. * And neither the Wyerdrawers nor Silkmen 
could in Parlament produce one parcel of (ilver thread that 
1 ſealed in the Office, or that was ſealed by my Officers, co 
be courl filver, or under the Standard, And for five years 
I cauled this ManufaQture to bee made ſo exadly as the 
mouey and Plate of che Nation is now made and the beſt 
gold and ſilver Thread in the world. 

Without my Fees which were allnved mee under the great Seal 
of Fngland 7 could nat bee at the Charge of ſearching and Sealing, 
and without my Sealing and Surveymy I cannot warrant this Ma- 
nufatture of gold and filver Threqd and Wyer &c. to bee good, 
an crue'y made, both far the fineneſsof the filver- and a due pra- 
portion of falver to a due proportion of ſtk : and without this 'Re- 
gation, ewerje workman is left to do what beg fiſt, both for the 
fintneſs of the ſilver, and the due proportion of ſilver to filk. And 
at this day ( for want of my Office ) many frauds. and dectipts are 
put on the Nation and all them that wear this Manufatture, =_ 

2 am 


4 ;* 
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May it pleaſ your Highnefſf, Wee ſhall not have monie 
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1 am bound to prevent,or make good the Damage to the Nation,or to 
any that ſhall bee deccived : Which cannot bee cxipeRted from 
mee unleſs 1 receiv my Fee todefray my Charge and haze 
zard l run in warranting all this ManufaQureto bee good, 
. and juſtly made 2: Andof the juſtice and Equity of this I concei 
there can bee no diſpute. 


May it pleaſyour Highneſs, | 


Ovy, at this daythe Manufacture of gold and 6lver 

Thread, -Wyer, Spangles, Ocs,” &c, "is under no 
Rule nor Regulation; cither for the Finenels of the filver, or 
the juſt and due mak1og the ſilver thread with a due Pro- 
portion of ſilver toa due proportion afbrue died (ilk ; bur 
it is left to every one tado what hee lifts, and to Cozen the 
Commonwealth, and to cull and melc down the Coins 
of the Nation : And if the Refiners can get but the Gold- 
ſmiths ro/ melt. down the heavic Coins as ſhillings, ſix- 
pences and halfcrowns, which they do atthis day, andas 
they are wont to do ever whea il ver is aboye the price of 
the Mint; or when wee have Wars with Spain, then gene- 
rally filyer is dearer then the Price of the Minc. 


The Refiners think chemſelves clear, and the Law 
cannot touch them if they buy. beavie ſhillings and ſix- 
pences melred into Ingots: And by this way all the hea- 
vie curraat ſilver monics and Coin of this Nation is melted 
dowo. This heavie, Engliſh filver monic ( for the greater 
part ) is culled and: weighed by Goldſmiths in Lumbard- 
ſtreet, veho keep people purpolely to cull and weigh the 
—_— ſhillings and ſixpences of this Nation, when ſilver 
iS dear, 


0 
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co buy and ſell, not to hold Commerce, nor pay Rent of 
publick Duries, if this miſchief bee nor RRopped. 

When I wasan Apprentice, I delivered-with mine own 
hands, for one Mc Eman's Account (who was my Maſter) 
to Alderme Gibbs above thirtie thouſand Pounds of heavie 
ſhillings fixpences and halfcrowns, which hee bought of 
my Maſter M* Timothy Emans a Goldſmith in Lumbard 
Street z The ſaid M* Emans then being a publiuqe Caſhier 
for ſeverall Marchants , and receiving their monie, and 
keeping their Caſhes : by which means hee culled, and 
cauſed to beeculled and melted everie year in heavie ſhil- 
lings and ſixpences above Thirtie thouſand pounds a year, 
from the year 1624 tothe year 1630. into Barrs or Ingots. 
And there was many Goldſmichs ia Lumbard freer at that 
time, everie of theſe years did.mele as much heavie Engli 
monie, and ſomeof them more then Mr Emans did. And 
Engliſh ilyer was atthattime fo (carce, one could hardlie 
ger white monie Anno 1629 for gold bur novy almoſt all 
the filver, and almoſt all che gold is gon, the filver melted 
down for gold and filver Lace : The gold almoſt all Trac C: 
ported, that in a payment of ten thouſand pounds one 
ſhall not receiv Ten ſhillings in gold; 

Alderman Gibbs would never have theſe ſhillings, fix- 
pences, and haltcrowns from Mr Eman in Kinde, but the 
propemie altered, and melced into Ingots; though hee 
knew and bargained for Engliſþ monie by the name of 
Swarg, to bee melted without fraud ; being a common 
word amongſt the Goldſmiths for heavie Engliſh monie; 
Whereupon my Maſter commanded meeto put in everic 
Ingot ſo much Copper as the filver waſted ; which was 
about a farthing the ounce : For Mr Eman ſelling the heavy 
ſhillings halfcrowns and ſixpenſes to other Refiners and Silver- 
ſmiths in Kinde without melting, would not bear the waſte of 
melting Mr Gibbs's Engliſh money mto Ingotts. 

"But Alderman Gibbs finding my Maſters Silver a farthing 
in five ſhillings courſer then other Goldſmith? in Lumbatd _ 
Roe om TR Silver 


Mr Alderman Gib'; had a pair of Afay 
Ballances in his clofer, and when hee 
queſtioned mee about ehis Bnſineſs, 
hce weighed above fortie ſeverall A(- 
fayes of my Mafter Eman's filver wich 
the. Standlard Piece, and all of rhem 
fell ovt one penny weight ſhore; 
and rhepſhee ropk aboer forry other 
Aſſayes of one MF Bredſbyw's Silver (as 
hee told ince, ) and Alderman Giobs 
aid to mee Thhs is heavy Engi:/þ mony 
in {ngots, which | have #nd do daily 
buy .bf Mr Bradſbawt, 20g, weigh your 
Maſters aflayes againſt his. $0 | did, 
zod foung my Maſters Silver all one 
penny weight ſhore of 247 Bradſbaw's 
Silver. Thereuppon Alderman Gibbs 
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Silver was, who melted down 
their beavie Englt{h monies. 
My Alderman Gibbs one day 
asked mee ſeriouſly about it, 1 
told bs, my Maſier bad given 
mee order to put 1 ſo much Cops 
ptr « weld bear the waſte of the 
ſilver, and that 1 did beliey, 1 
had put in and mixed «s much 


Copper into: hs Ingots , by my 


was very hotand angry with mee, and 

roles hc Was Exreoncd, er my Maſters or der and for his Prefit , 

Maſter had pur Copper into his Silver . » 2.2 » 

code it other a at ſeverdll times , within Four 

RUlh money £P DCE, WC | | 

Corr Pe exe Jars, for which Alderman Gibbs 
y 3. 1 rold him, 1 had doneir for = bad paid for to my Maſter after 

ſeveral years by my Maſters order, ; . 

ung hee maſt ſeek: his remeddc from the price of good Silver, as came to 

my Matter E 3 for | wou ew f 

him my Maſters Books —— (Mts «bove One Hundred and Fortte 

where | had Cox own vp- : p 

on the AR for Maſters Pro\ Pounds Star ling. 


fir, and that L did believ,-my Maſter | 
had delivered him to the value of One Hundred and Foftty Pounds in Copper, in his 


Ingocs, for which hee had paid my Maſter Emen ſor good dilver. 


Whereupon Alderman Gibbs a few dayes after queſtj. 
oned my Maſter Emans about it, who did nocdenie it; and 
Alderman Gibbs threatned to Arreſt him,and was in a grear 
rage about it, chathee ſhould bee ſo over-reached and de- 
ceived: Bur my Maſter Mr Emans \lighted the buſineſs, 
and in plain termes bid him doit if hee durſt; ſo that Al- 
derman Gibbs there (for all his craft) was Cozened of one 
hundred and'fortic Pounds, Alderman Gibbs paying for 
good Silyer when hee received Copper mixed in every 
Ingot. ki 
The true resſon Wherefore Alderman Gibbs forbare to Arreſt 
Myr Eman was, hee durſt not have dane it if bee had cozened bim 
of ten times as much ; for if Alderman Gibbs and Mr Eman 
had gone to Law about this matter, the Whale buſineſs of bath their 
unlawful aftions it this (auf would have been made known to 1 
Oe Porld, 
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world, and both Mr Eman and My Gibbs would have been 
undone. MT Eman contd bave given” 1 Gibbs ſatisfaftion 
for this wrong well enough, if bee had bad a minde to have done it, 
Hr Emans had then a better Eitate then Alderman Gibbs, 


and both. of them ( by this a# ) had forfeited their Eſtates to the 
King, it being againſt the Laws of this Nation to melt the En- 
gliſh currant Coines. This was done-in the year 1629, And 
had I ſpake but ene word of - this buſineſs to Sr Henry Milde- 
may or 44 Attorney General, or unto the late King Charles, 
(as IT had oftentimes oportwnity to bae dane it, being then implajed 
by tbe lay King mn ſeveral buſineſfes by his particular (ommand 
hich, bad 1 done't before the ſaid Alderman Gibbs had - had his 
Pardon, Alderman Gibbs had been for cver ſpoiled far being an 
Alderman ; bee might have had a Jackeline about his neck, ſooner 
then a Gold Chain, Alderman Gibbs and Mr Eman having by 
this at forfeited all their Eſtates to the late King. 

Thele abuſes are commonly poked beth amongſt 
the Refinets. and Goldſmiths ar this day , without any 
ſcruple of Conſcience,or honeſtie, or fear of the Lawy ; and 
( if not prevented ) willundoe and waſte the ſtock of the 
Nation. if Culling and melting doyynof the hevie cur- 
rant monie bee not prevented, the Nation in Generall yyill 
not have monie to-pay Rents, ga to market, or pay. Taxes : 
and this buſineſs to bee negleed, without a ſtrict Act of 
Parlament to diſcover the Offenders, will bring intolerable 
miſchiefs. | | 

Thave preſented this Buſineſs matty times tothe long Parla- 
ment, who made many Orders and References for paſling an_AF 
#gainſt melting of the Currant Silver Coins of the Nation, and 
apainſt the Tranſporting of Gold and Silver. "But it as nat 
ilbed 
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The humble Propoſals of many hundred 
Spinners to. the Counſell of Trade, for 
the Regulating -of the Manufacture. of 
Gold & Silver Thread within this Nation, 
formerly reſented cotheCounſel of Trade 
at Vhite-ball 1650. which ſet forth,many 
:. of the Abuſcs in the preſent making Gold 
and Silver Thread, and they humbly de- 


"firea Regulation. 


"-1, SF" Hat all work i Gold and Silver Thread may bee 
| Þrowght by the band-Spinner, and the Wheeles 


totally ſuppreſſed. 


' 2.” But if your Honors ſhall permit the Wheels to work ſuper- 
fine Gold and Silver Thread, that your Honors would tie them to 
their Numbers, and that they preſent unto your Honors the place of 
their abode, an#that ſich Penalties be put on them, as to your 
Honors ſhall ſeem agreeable to Faſtice, if they work any other then 
ſuperfine Thread. | 


3. 'That no Silver bee ſpun (either by the hand or wheels) but 
ſhall contain at leaſt five ounces Silver on a pound Venice ; and 
all Needle- gold and filver to hold fix ounces ogold and ſilver to nine 
ounces Thread, and ſo all fine ſilver : and by this Rule the Com- 
monwealth ſhall not bee cheated, 


4+ That the names of all men and women admitted to make 


gold and ſilver Thread or Wyer F kept m a Regiſter, where 
they live, and all people that are admitted, to put m ſecurity to 
rig "IEEE "WEIS ye \b, 
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the State, not to work any of theſe Mauufafures contrary to the 
Regulati n agreed by your Honors, 


5. That a ſworn Surveyer, that is uo Tradey in the Manuſa- 
Fures, miy have the ſurveying and examining of all the Manu- 
faQures,and that bee bre required ta look carefully ther eunts : and 
that all ſuch Regulatims deſired in our Patition may bee taken 
iato your H.nors conſiderations, and the weight of Silver agreed 
on, what ſhall bee laid on the ſlighteſt T tread an the pound 
Venice ; which wee humbly deſue (as aforeſaid) five ounces 
Troy to one pound Venice, and ſix ounces Troy to nine ounces 
Troy Needle-work ; or a greater proportion of Silver to Silk, if 
it ſhall upon examination by your Flonors bee found to bee fit- 
ting. The truth is, the hand-Spinners cannot make the filver 
Thread ſo ſleight as the Wheels, and lay on ſo little Silver as they 
do ; and that makes the Workmaſters ſtand ſo much for tle 
Wheeles ; They ſerving their poor band-Spinners, as wee bave been 
informed formerly ſom Silkmen did the Silk-dyers give them rave 
Silk, andif they did notmake one pound weight ſo'mas 
r.y ounces morethen ir ought to weigh, being juſtly dyed, 
the Silkmen would abate it our of their wages for dying : 
$0 the poor Spinners, if they willnot ſpin tleir Silver ſleight to 
fome of their Warkmaſters, and make Silk go farther then it ought 
todo if the ſilver Thread bee ferviceable, they. ſhall have no more 
Work ; and ſome of them have th.ir wages abated them, and their 
Workmaſters tell them, They camot make ſtuff yield ſo much aq 
the Wheels. | 


- 6. Whereas your Honors ask #4, Which u the beſt cheap to 
the (ommon- wealth, either the Wheel-wo-k or the band-Spinners 
ork: to that wee humbly anſwer , That is beſt cheap to any man 
that wears it, that laſts moſt and longeſt upas a garment, and net 
that which is bruſhed and the winde bloivs away ; and that us beſt 
theap that yields moſt to the melting»pot, when it comes to bee bur- 
ned, ani that's our Hand-work ; for the Wheel- work, the Silver 
is almolt all blown away, + 
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7, T be wheel-Spimers cannot make any Needle work, which 
is the chiefeſt and richeſt work ; and all. Imbroiderie is made by 
the band-Spinners work, and Fringe-makers ' muſt work with 
bandsSpinners work, if they will work good : and What work 'is 
made by the wheels , generally is ſleight cheating ſtuff. 


8. The late King put down the wheels, and canſed them to 
bee broken in pieces, that wee poor Women might have a livelybood 
(beeing in and about this City many thouſands, that live on the 
Manufatture of gold and filver Thread) 3 the greateſt of the 
number of theſe wheels have been. ſet up ſince there was no regu- 
lation in the Thade, md that every one might work what bee liſt, 
finte the Office M"Viglet had (for ſeeing this Manufafture made 
g6bd) was- pat down: By which means the ManufaBure is grown 
out of Eſteem , and without your Honors take ſome ſtrict courſe, 
the Deceipts will duily encreaſe, 


9, And if there bre not a ſworn Offictr to do Juſtice, ſome 
of the Wyer-drawers will force ſome pow band-Spinners to make 
ſhight (ilvor Thread, which their neceſsity will compell them to 
do, to ketp them from famiſhing . and the work ſo made is fitter 
to burn thin for any other uſe... 


10. Whereas the wheel men ſay, T hey were beaund apprentices 
to the Trade of Spinning goll and ſilver Thread, wee deny that 
any was bound to the Trade 


u- 7f the Wyerdrawers would deal truly with your Honors, 
they cond tell you , itis their great pam they make by the cheating 
wheelsork, more then by our labor which wark good wark, that 
makes them FP” ſickle for their wheels, Hire do 'bunebly deſu, 
that ſome ef the prime Taylors and Silkmen and Goldſmiths may 
bee warned to attend your-Honors : tbe Goldſmith will ſatisfie you 
what a ſtright return the Silver wheelework wakes to the melri 
pot, being almoſt all waſted, and blown awgy with che winde : 
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Taylor will tell you, they are almoſt aſhamed to ſow it an, ;, 4nd the 
beneſt Silkman could wiſh all fleight wheel-work were put down, 
but that they muſt bee forced to fel ſuch as their Neightours do, 
or elſe loſe their Cuſtam. - The Silver Thread is warſe mage nqut 
and ſleighter then ever it was ; many farts of Silver Thread hae 
ving not half” the proportion of Silver u ought to bave, ang. as it 
had,when Tho. Violet bad the Regulation. | 


w— - —— —_ — — 


Here was ſeveral perſons defired the Counſel of 
Trade, that Thamas Vioke (who was formerly 
imploied in the Regulation of this ManutaQure, 

and knoweth the way of diſcovering all che Frauds in this 
manufaQure) may have the Place of {urveying and ſcarch- 
ing for all courle and adulterate Silyer in thread und wyer 
and to ſeal all good Gold and Silverahrezd. The {ai 
Thomas Violet from time to time to ſearch with the Ware 
dens and Alsiſtants of the Companie of Goldwyerdraw- 
ers, or by himſelf and his Officers, for all courſe Silyer 
that is wrought in this ManufaQure to the deceipe of the 
Nation, And that the ſaid T homas Violet may haye ſuch 
allowance for the executing of the ſaid Office, as may en- 
able him to-defray the necellary charges fgr che ſtrict [carch 
and due regulation of this manufaftuce , for it cannathee 
well done without a greatdeal of charger, 

If your Honors :ruſt the management of this Manufar 
ure only tothe W erdravyers, without naming and aPe 
pointing a [worn Suryeyer & Sealer of rhis Many 
one who is no Trader in theſe. Commed itjes, (the 
to bee carried on ſingly by the Wyer-draweers) vyill, ngyer 
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the Nation by a Law, as was done in the dying of Silk : 
when the Silkmen had che Regulation, all ſuch perſons 
che Company envied, wete found out and puniſhed; 'in 
the mean timz, the” Governets, Maſters ac.d Alziftants they 
chened and cozened the Nation 'more then'ever it-vwas 
before, and no man durſt ſay, Black was their Eye. 

The like Abnſes and greater will bee ptaQiſed, if che 
management of rhe manufiCture of Gold and Silver wyer 
bce wholly lefc tothe Refiners and Wyerdrawers, with- 
outa third perſon which isno Trader, either Refer or 
Wyerdrawer, and therefore got interefled by benefit to bee 
corrupted by making che manufaQuure {leight or deccipe- 
full: And this wee can ay, If there bee any Refiner or 
Wyerdrawer angrie with M* Polet, it 1s becauſe he would 
not (uffer them to.cozen the Common-wealth, but cut and 
defaced all Nleight Gold and Silver thread. And hee tied 
allthe workmen 'to make good and juſt Gold and Silver 
thread, ſuch as was juſtly covered with a due proportion 
of Silver, £o a due proportion of Silk, that would laſt 
twice as iong, to the wearer as the ſleight wheel-work. 

For whereas Thomas Violet by himſelf and his Officers 
cauſed che Gold-wyer-drawers to work all their Silver 
thread (from 163 5 to 1640.) (ix ounces Silver at che leaſt 
to three ounces of Silk to all Needle. work, and five our- 
ces Silyer to thrze ounces of Silk for the (leighteſt ſilver 
Thread; and any filver Thread that was under this $ze 
and proportion of Silver and Silk , the ſaid Thomas Violet 
was authorizedto burn it or deface ir, which many times 
whe hee found it hee did deface it. 'And this made ſome 
of the' Wyer-drawers angrie with him, whereas ic was 
theit ovyn faults ro work fleight filver and to come within 
his danger ; Thomas Yiolet did but his duty to deface their 
coutfe' and ſleight filvee Thread.” © 
 Blkitthis wee can afficca, during che time Tho,Yiolet had 
the Office, hee cauſed all the Silver Thread to bee made of 
good Silver; and there was never ( for the generalitic ) 
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ſo goo | Silver Thread made for the uſe of che Nation be- 
tore Mr Violet's Regulation, or ſince, as was during all the 
tim hee had the Regulation by his Office, 1f Tho. Violet 
were 1mpowered to make his Searches at this day,(as hee 
did formetly ) hee would (no doubt) finde manie Thou- 
land Pounds of cour{ Silver Thread in London, and Silver 
Thread which is as bad as courl Silver, | 

wee pray yonr Honors to mark what wee lay, whereas 
( by a juſt Regu'ation ) fix ounces of filver and three 
ounces of true died filk. is the t-ue proportion for the juſt 
making of filyerthread : There is now (fince allthis Ma- 
nufacture is run inco diſorder, and mace without a Rule ) 
G.)1d and Silver ſpun upon heavie died fk, and ordina- 
rily Gold and Silver thread made;three ounces Silver to fix 
ounces Silk ; and Four Ounces Silyer to Five Ounces 
Silk. 

And this Silver ſo unjuſtly wrought and ſpun, tothe 
deceipt of the Wearers, is made and mixed in theit Silver 
Laces, and other manufaCtures, and (old rothe Wearers by 
the ounce for good Silver thread, whereby the Weaters are 
cozeneIhalt in half; and of this lort of Silver thread there 
is (old in Silkmens ſhops many thouſand pounds a year ; 
and this Silver thread made upon the Wheels (o flight and 
thin the Silver is ſpun, that it will pot abide on the (11k du- 
ring the weaviog and making the Lace, and the Tailors 
will declareto you, vwhile they are foing the Lace on the 
Garment the Silver will ſhed and fall off the Silk, and 
when it comes tothe weather,a Fogg or Rain, the wer gets 
into the Silk, and then the Silk (vvclls and breaks the (tlver 
(the Plate being ſo thinly made that it flies off; and when 
it is dirtie, rubthe Lace and you wiil leav nothing buthilk: 
T his,all that wear ir,cantell you: And in this manner is ma- 
ry 1000 poutfds a year Bruiled,Cracked and rubbed away: 
whereas, if the Silver was all juſtlie and trulie made with a 
due plait, and a due proportion of ſilver and Silk, the Lace 
would laſte as long again, the Silver Lace would make a3 
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much again as it now doth;and Twenty thouſand pounds 
a year ia Silver would return to the melting Pot which by 
this ſlight makiog is broſhed off, and walted, and comes 
to bee blown in the dirt, The Goldſmiths can tell you 
gold and filver Lace juſtly made, will make you three 
ſhillings the ounce, and three ſhillings and lixpence the 
ounce to burn, your ſlight Whee)-work will not make 
above one ſhilling or eigthteen pence an ounce. 

The Wyerdrawers and Refiners bave go3d reaſon to crie Tho, 
Violet down to the Parlament and Counſel of State ; for they know 
bee will bold their nofes to the grindſtone ( as bee did formerly ) and 
make them to make good work, if hee bee reſtored ts bis Office 
which hee formerly had. The "Kefiner hee will bave ancie on, 
that hee melt not, nor cauſto be melted any of the currant (ons or 
Plate of the Nation, but onely Forrain Bullion imported for this 
Manufatture , and this was ſtriftly looked to whileſt Tho. Violet 
had his Office ; and the Refiners by their Indenture with the King 
Covenanted to do ſo, and not to melt the currant Com or Plate of 
. the Nation for any of the ſe Manufattures. 

The Wyerdrawers will do any thing rather then to bee fied up to 
have their Silver Thread ſealed. They know, then they muſt work 
it all good ſilver ,and a due proportion of ſalver to a due proportion of 
erue died ſilk It is not the Fee that they are to pay is that that ſticks 
ith them, for that is a trifle in compariſon ; it is, they ſhall bee 
conſtraind to make all good Silver Thread with a due proportion 
of /z!'ver : this is the Toke they woul:l fain fling off themſelves. 

And if your Honors do not hold them to this, to Seal their ſilver 
on Scanes,: they will cheat the Nation as much as ever they did. 
The Wyerdrawers ( in the Twentieth year of King James bad a 
Corporation, their Charter was to puniſh offenders, ſuppreſs un- 
dertand Workers, and all irregular perſons whatſoever : And this 
Charter was granted with ample Power unto the Governors, Aſsi- 
ſtants, end Commonaltie to make Warrants under the Common 
Seal of the Gevernor,unto all ſuch perſons as they ſhould think fit : 
and they did depute and authorize one Henry Crompton among [t 
mary others, ( the Thirtieth of July, 16 .3. ( to enter any Houſ, 
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Shop, Seller, Warehouſ,Ship or ſhips within England and Wales; 
and to ſearch and Aſſay all ſilver and gold Thread &c, that ſhonld 
bee wrought by any perſon or perſons not being frec of the ſaid Cems 
pany and allowed to work as aforeſaid:and to jeize all baſe and couns 
terfeit courſ Silver Thread, and carry away the ſame, and to de- 
tain and keep it as forfeited to the aſe of the King. All theſe Powers 
they bad granted them : but for want of appointing a Sworn Officer 
to ſee the Governer Afi\ſtints and Commonalty do their dutie ; and 
to puniſh Offenders impartially. 

' Upon the examinatina of the ſeverall miſcarriages and frauds in 
the Execution of that Power, the whole Proceedings was damned 
in Parlament,4s a power that Was ill and Wlegally managed, under 
ſpecious pretences of their Reformation of Abuſes, they got tobex in 
a capacitie to cozen the State cum Privilegio: And there was 
an end of this Charter. 

The 'Preceedings of all the miſcariages of the Governors and 
Aſſiſtants of the Refiners and Wyerdrawers was at large Painted 
our in Parlament, as tending onely to gt « Licence for 
pwrticular men to ( 0zen the Commonwealth, and all others to bee 
puniſhed, 

My Lord Cook told the Refiners and Wyerdrawers, Whete 
the Conſtable is the theif, it 13 to little purpoſe to make & 
hue and crie: Therefore if ever you Would ſettle this Mant- 
fatture, pnt a ſure Officer to fee the Companie of Refiners and 
Wyerdrawers to do their Dutie, and to wake g0bd Gold and Silver 
Wyer and Thread juſtly and truely ; as was formerly when Tho. 
Violet had his Office. The Refiners and Wyerdrawers are angry 
with him onely becanſ hee executed his place ftriftly, and would not 
let them (ozen the Commonwealth as they had formerly done. 

This and much more was ſaid at the old Counſel of 
Trade by ſome of the Women-Spinners, Goldmichs, and 
other perſons, uppon ſeveral Mectings and Diſputes abouc 
the Regularion of this Manufaure: And the Counſel! of 
Trade had almoſt drawn the Model of a juft fon 
for the preventing the Abuſes : But their Commiſiton was 
Determined juſt as they vere upon finiſhing che Regula- 
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tion : And the whole proceeding'in this buſineſs was 
by them cran{mined to the Counſel of State. | 


Here followeth a Certificate aganſt the 
VVheels, gar 


EE whole names are here undervvriten , bein 

| Silkweavers, and other Traders ;a Gold and Sil- 
yer Thread do ceitifiero this Honorable Councel of Trade, 
and to all people whom it may concern ; The way of 
Spinning gold and ſilver thread by the Women-\pinners 
with the Chear and Spindle, i: farr more ferviceable and 
berter made by the Women: ſpinners then by che Wheels 
for the benefit and ſervice of the Commonwealth: And 
the Whee's and Eogins for ſpinning gol:! and filver thread 
have greatly damnified- the Women-ſpinners ; whereby 
many hundred Spinſters for want of work have and will 
daily fall into great miſerie and *Pcyettie, if there bee 
not ſome. good Oder taken for the ſupprefing the 
Wheels, 


This Certificate is S ined by the hands of above 
an Hundred Weqvers, Silkmen, Goldſmiths, 
Embroiderers and Bonelace makers : And was 
humbly preſented to the Counſel of Trade 
in the Year 1 650- 


+ . There are divers of the workmen Wyerdrawers that 
have been with mee fince the Workmaſters preſented the 
Draught of their delired Corporation, and told! mee; that 
the, Maſter.wyerdrawers have ( in the Draught of their 
Corporation- which they delivered unto the _ of 
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Trade in Auguſt laſt, 1656, omirted divers particular Rtiles 
which conduced very much to the well ordering of the 
Trace and manufactures, and have inſerted particular 
Rules onely conducing to cheir own private ends ( being 
Maſtcr-wyerdrawers) and not forthe generall good either 
of the workmen of che Trade, or of the Commonwealth; 
- The workmea delirethat the workmaſlters of this ma- 
nufaQure way bee reftrained, and for the future may nor 
( asthey do) force the workmen ( for their private gain ) 
to make their work (leightly and adulteiate : That there 
may bee a ſworn Surveyer and Aſſajer appointed ; one that is neis 
ther Workmaſter nor workman, but an indifferent canſcionable 
man between them both ; that may Survey and Aſlay all work 
made, and to bee made; and may fer Rules and Orders 
berween the workmaſters & workmen; thac ſo the work- 
maſters may not caul the workmen to make bale, (lcjghe 
and adulcerate work, far the workmilters private gain. 
And that the Workmen ma) not bee ſo beaten downntheir Prices, 
that they cannot make alivelibood ; that the Surveyor may appoint 
the Aſſaymaſter, who may trie and make Aſſayes of all work made 
into Sulver and Gold thread, wyer, Purles, Spanzles, &c. that fo 
the manufaRture may bee made of hae flyer, nor under 
Starling, bur as much berter as every Trader pleaſeth, 
Taat Tho. Violet ( who was formerlie imployed in the 
Regulation oof chis Manufacture, and knoweth the way 
of diſcovering all theſe Frauds and Dece:ts in the making 
and working of this manufature) may bee Surveyor and 
Searcher to leiz on all courſ and adulterace ſilver, in-wyer 
and thread &fc, and forall {leight work : And that your 
Honors (ce-Rules and Orders for the puniſhing the offen- 
ders; andthatall-pold and filyer. Wyer <#c, may bee well 
and: juftlis.made :| And thac The, //wlet may have ſuch a 
Fee allowed him for his ſervice and'paios. taken chercin, 
aymay ſupport his _ and. recompence him for his 
ſervice,careand painssobee raken therein and for his vwar- 
rating toche Nacion.that all che filyer ſhall be jufily mage, 
cc 
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and that ſtrit penalties, ſhould bee put and laid uppon all 
work-maſters, that give cheir work men cours adulterare 
Silver tro work, to dravv Gold or Silver wyer, and that all 
workmaſters bee forbidden to cauſ the workmen, to 
draw their filyer to ſach extraordinary ſizes for lightneſs, 
thatwhen it is twiſted on the Silk it is ſo thin, it cannox 
bee made ſerviſable ro the wearers, but with the wind or 
Rain, drops "of *the wearers Garments; I wiſhed theſe 
men to put to their hands to theis laſt aforeſaid propoſals, which 
for the preſent they refuſed, telling mee, I knew theſe things to 
bee thue, afwtll as themſelv:s ; The reajon why for the preſent 
they would not ſet to thrir bands, was, They would fee firſt, 
whether there was an Intenti;n, of the Parlament, or ( oun/ell for 
Trade, really t» reform theſe abuſes, and to ſee good Silver lace, 
ſpanglts ec. ſhould bee wrought and made in 'tht Nation, and 
to- prniſh firitfly' the offendors ; when they were once aſſured of 
that, they would diſcove# the whole bottom of the Workmaſters 
knavery and oppreſſion, and tow many of them deceiv the Common 
wealth ; But if tvey ſhould bee ſeen to diſcover theſe abuſes, before 
they were aſſured "the Parlament would reform them, by their 
difcovery, they ſhoield. bee undon ; for ſom of their workmaſters 
would bee Narke mad with them," And that ſom of them have been 
threatned bytheir work maſters ( the maſter-w3er -drawers.) never 
tobee ſet on work by any of the maſter-wyer-drawers, if ever they 
pttition againſt, or diſcover any the frauds of their workmaſters, in 
theſe ManufaFures, 

Fhe like ryratousthreathing, many of the Maſter wyer 
dravvery, have uſed to the women ſpinners toterrifie ther 
from ſpeaking the trueth:Sg that mariy-of theſe workemen 
to thetmaſtsr wyerdrawets,and alſothe women ſpyners of 
gold and (ilverthread, artih aſad condiriowevery way; 
They eaſt worke courf deceipfull-gold andfilver thread 
ady* wyet;- and*'muſt noc; rior dave”diſeover' it, 
pain of beitlg tindon, by for of their craell Work 
Som of theta-wich ears fit their" eyb have told mee; they! 
wete forced: <0 work their Work Maſters, courſand de- 
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eoprfull Glver wyer and threag, (contrary to theis copſynt) 
o get bread; And thattheir Maſters bave ſo peſtredthe 
ub , foraccrly, with taking a multicude cf — 
rivate and preſent gain, chat now, not one half of the 
ur can get work to put bread ia their heads : 
Tha the Journyme, ſtand in more avy (many of them ) 
and fear, todiſpleal their Workmaſters, then their appren- 
tices doe ; ;And this is che true reaſon, ſo much. bad _—_ 
ſilver thread is made. 

If one man willnot work at, ſuch {zes; and ſuch 
(chat che Silver ſhall run fach a length, that many off the 
Workmen even dravy their eyes out of their heads; oe 
that vyhen che Silver com's to bee put on theSilke, 
a manner, as thin as agilt ona bay leaf,theyvind wil 
the Silver avyay of the filk : and then the vvheele-men and 
hand (pinners, muſt agree vvith ſon of theſeyyorkmaſters, 
as ithe Silkmen did. vvich tae Dyers,they muſt make one 

d of rayy Silk, vveigh, tvva pound, vyhen it com's 
trom dying ; ſo the Ma yvyer-drayvers vvill, and'at 
this day do,force maay of their Worke-men to make Silver, 
three: ounces Silver to cover ſix ouncesof filk. and. fovr 
ounces hilver to cover five ounces of of Sikaynadchly is fold 
for good hilver thread by the Maſter vyyer dravvers and 
Silkemen, ſo that the yvearers are Co mady tirnies half 
inohalf, And this makes Knaves ay a regulation, For 
they can get more ſelling cen pounds vvonth of this 
eight and deeeichull. Stlver:L:ace, then they catdoby Ih 
ling fourty - pounds viorh of good filyer Lace:this is che 
true reaſon, vyherefore they vyould have no Sealer, bar 
vrould have the Regulation of this buſinels lefe amongſt the 
Refiners and Wyer-dravvers themſelys, 

This is che Subſiancy of the Women ſpynocrs, and ma- 
ny of the Journymen vvyer-dravyers deſires, at this day, 
vvhich they vyould give under; cheirhaads, and proſcaue 
ru by hundreds, if they vvere pr min your Highneſs _ 
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abuſes intheir Trade, They will attend the Counſel of 
Frade and humbly preſenreheir deſires concerning all the 
I: 


My moſt humble Petition to your Highneſs and te Parlement 

© 48,For the. ſpeedy locals the Aft agamſt Tranſporters of 

{Gold andialwer, & againſt the Callers, and melters down 

of theheavyCoyns of this Nation, and ſuch as buy Gold or 
$211; Silyer above. the price of the Mynt. 


Adis AR: was io M' Auguſtin Garlands, hands 'in 
- $552. (a member ofthe long Parlament) arid 
| was recomendedto the Parlament, by the Coun. 
fall of Scare, and was.dravwa up by a Committee of che 
Connell of State for the. mint, in «65 1. for —_— 
xingot Commiſsioncrs, who ſhould make ftrickt 
rie;afrer the, abuſes of tranſporting Gold and Silver, And 
then-there yyas an eadeavor ( by ſom ofthe Tranſporters of 
Gold and Silver and of ſuch as unlawfully bought;ſould, 
or dawn, any of the currant coyns of 
England,oriofapy.Gold or Silver bulloin)to have ir paſſed 
by & hor ao gps > are wenparrratN the mine 
taking notice, miſcheils, that lave 
hapnedtethe Nation by befcid abuſes when the general 
pardon wasdrawing up they made this order to preyent the 
—— Cr ur en Vizs/ 
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incloſed.exception,was preſented to theCommittee;to bave 
it inſerted in the Generall pardon , The Cominittee do 
hold fir, for the benefit of the Commonwealth,to have this 
exception inſerted. in the Pardon, and do recommend it to 
you accordingly. viz; | | 

Except all offences, don, and commined by any perſon, 
whatſoever, in tranſporting out of England any gold or 
filver, in Coyn, or Bullion, wichour licence ; and all other 
offences in the unlawfull buying, ſelling, exchanging, and 
meicing down of any thecurrant filyer moneys or Bullion 
againſt whom or for which-any information 1s now de- 


pendingin the Court of Exchequer at Weſtminſter. 


Ordered that M* Thomas Violet attend Maſter Attourney 
General with this order of the Committee, and alſo the (ommittee 
of Parlament for drawing the General pardon ts have theſe offen- 
ces excepted, 


James Harrington, 


Herbert Morley, 


 Tdid attend the Committee of Parlament and Myſter Attourney 
General with this aboveſaid order, «nd they did inſert the exception 
in the General pardon, and ſo none of theſe offenders ars pardaned : 
the offenders are liable to the Law at this day. 


At the Committee at Whitehall 4uguſt16. 1649. 


Ordered that a Committee bee appointed to take into 
conſideration, the buſineſs of the Coyn and the Pat be- 
rvvycen us and other Nations, and how the coyn ofthis na- 
tion may bee kept from being cargicd out, and likewiſe to 
conſider of ſom means Whereby the Mint may bee ſer on 
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arftoſpeak witch any perſons they think 


good about ir, 


December 20. 1649. 


T He Committees names Lord Prefident Bradſhaw, 
Sit James Harrington, Sir Gilbert Pickering Sir Wil- 
liam Conflable, M* Scot, Mt "Bond, (ollone! Parefoy, Col- 
lonel Joanes, Mr Thomas Challaner, Six Henry Mildemay, (ol- 
lonel Morley, Mr Allen, Mr Darley, Mr Cornelins Holland, Mr 
Nevil, or any two of them; Sir James Harrington had the 
Chaire for this Committee, hee writes to mce this Let- 
_ ter, VR. 


SIR 


Eeing informed of your abillity and readineſs to make tender 

of ſuch propoſals as may bee for the ſervice of the Common. 
wealth, I thought fit to defire you that I may ſpeak with you to more 
row in the afternoon, being Tueſday about two a Clock, at which 
thme.yo8 [hall finde mee at ty lodgings in the Stone Gallery in 
Whitehall. BIG | 


12 Jan. t649. 


Vour loving friend 
For Mr Thomas Violet theſe. 


James Harrington. 


And at the defire of Sir James Harrington and Mr Tho- 
mas Challoner and others of the Honorable Committee, for 
the Mor Ldid voriveco Holland for allthe principal Coyres 
m Chriſtendom, andgid deliver many of chemro the offt- 
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cers of the Minto make-an allay of thera,which ſeveral pie- 
ces of furrain gold and filver were alfayed inthe. Preſence of 
the Commitce of the Mint, they being there at the Tower (e- 
yeral dayes to make ghele Trials, where I attended them, 
and | ſentinto Halland France and Flanders,” for all their ſe» 
veral Placarcs and did procure the Lawes and Ordinansg 
ces for regulating cheir reſpeRive mints, with the ſeveral 
ſtandards and weighits for their Coyns, gold otfilver to be 
cranſlated, and thereupon the Commitee of the Mint cauſed 
the principall of theſe forrain Coynes to bee ingraven with 
cheic weight and finenes of every piece, according tothe ſtan 
dard of each.mint, both gold and ſilver, what 1t ought to 
weigh, wich a jult Calculation of the vallue what all the 
ſeveral Species would make in the Tower of London, and 
the penny weight,and graines that everic ſuch forrain Specie 
or Coyn would make inthe Tower of London, and what 
proportion our gold and filyer held with the mints of 
Flanders France and Holland : and this was exaQly calcula- 
ted by the officers of the Mint and my felf, in the years 
1651 and 1552, andall the proceedings thereupon. After 
many moneths tim?, and the ſeveral Coynes, graven in 
Copper Places, were delivered into the cuſtody of Sir Janes 
Harrington,the chairman of that committee, to report them 
unto the Houl, but the Parlament being diflolved 20 4pril, 
1653. the Act againſt che Tranſporters of Gold, and all the 
Proceedings concerning the regulation of the mint was 
ſtopped for that time, There had been ſeverall Agitations 
concerning this AQ in the houl magie times 1n Parla- 
ment Vi2. 18- March 1640. The bulinels of the exami- 
nation of the tranſporting Goldand Silver referred tothe 
Committee, that was appointed to conlider of the Rate 
of the Kings Array, and Thomas Violet appointed by that or- 

der of Parlament to proſecute this buſineſs, | 
An order of Parlament 1 September, 1647. That the Come 
mittee of the navie conſider of ſom #ffe ual caurſ $0 prevent the 
T ranſpertatim of Button, and to report what they have don, 
d 60 
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to the-honſ. T he Committee of the Navy, 2. September 1647. 
' diveEt their order to the Commiſsioners and officers of the Cuſtoms 
and particularly to Mr Edward Watkins, then bead Searcher, 
and they were all deſired to conſider of ſom courſ 10 prevent the 
Tranſportation of Bullion out of the nation. In ORober 1647. 
Alt the Commiſsioners with the chief officers of the Cuſtom-bouſe 
ſet down ſeveral waies for the prevention of the T ranſporting of + 
Gold aud Silver, which the Marchants by all ſecret means do daily 
Tranſport. The Committee of the Navy by their order of the third 
of Dec. 1647. direfied their order to the officers of the Mant, 
#9 certifie their opinions what waies &* courſes were to bee taken 
for preventing the T ranſporting of Gold &+ Silver out of the nas 
tion: The officers of the Mint, after great conſultation and conſide- 
ration, having taken good advice ; (ſom of them having bad long 
experience viz, Mir Palmer and Mr Cogan were the fitter to 
give advice) firſt the officers.of the Mint upon their certificate 
defire that all the Tranſporters of Gold and Silver, and ſuch as 
have melted down the currant Coyn of the nation, may bee brought 
to juſtice to Deterr others from aFing the like abuſes for the 
future. Secondly,that according to the preſident of the ſtatute of 14 
Richard 2.Cip. 12. A Commiſsion bee granted to make enquirie 
through the nation after all ſuch as had cnveyed the moneys of En 
land out of the nation, and of all fuch as culd out and melted the 
| carrant money, 4. Hen.q. Cap. 10. the ixth of Eds 
ward 6- Cap.1g. Touching the exchange of Gold and ſilver to bee 
put in execution, that whoſoever gives more for Gold or Silver then 
if is or ſhall bee declared, ſhall make fine at pleaſure of the State, 
To conclude they ſay in their ( ertificate, that the Mint cannot bee 
imployed, nor the Tranſporting treaſure ſtopped, if ſom conrſ were 
et ſpeedily taken to diſcover theſe great abuſes, and already all 
the Gold is Tranſported out of the nation, and the Silver followeth 
apare, and this is the Certificate of all the chief officers of the 
Mmt. 3. December. 1647. 


" + About November 1 647. The Citizeps of London petiti- 
oned the Parlamcac againſt the Tranſporters, of Gold __ 
| i : Silver 
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Silver, ſhewiog the great miſchiefs that came to the City 
thereby, 


The 18 of Auguſt, 1649. The Counſell of State orde- 
red, thata Committee ſhould bee appointed, to take into 
their conſiderations, che buſineſs of the Coyn, and the 
Par between this and other Nations : and that there 
bee care taken, that the Coyn of this Nation may bee kept 
from carrying away out of the Nation; And to conſider 
of ſom-means how the Mint may bee ſet on work. Ia 
purſuance of this laſt Order, the then Counlell of State did 

ive order forthe draught of an At, which was drawn by 
order of the Committee for the Mint, And 1 Themas Violet 
was r:quired by the Counſell of State to attend this buſt- 
nels, And upon feverall meetings and debates, of ſeye- 
rall Honorable members of the then Counſell of State; 
The draught of an a& of Pailament againſt tranſporters 
of Gold and Silver was finiſhed, and l:fc by order of Par. 
Izment in Mr. Auguſtin Garlands cuſtody ; and the ſaid At 
was twice read in the Houl,8 abcur the 12 of Aprill 165 z, 
following called for again, and apointed to bee finiſhed, 
as apears by the Journals of the Houl : But other mighty 
buſinels did intervene. 


May it pleaſ Your Highneſs ! It was eaſily to beedilcer- 
ned that ſom guilty Marchants, who had been guilty of 
Tranſporting of Gold had hindered this At from paſling, 
and I know all the Members in that Parlament were nor 
free from tranſporting gold and filver, and that made ſome 
of them (ay, as long as they lat within the Parlament wall, 
that AR,againſt cranſporting gold,culling the Engliſh coyns 
or buying of. gold and filyer, contrary to the lawy, ſhould 
never palsthe houl, 


Former Ages have made tranſporting gold and filyer 


- Fellony, as appears by ſeverall Statutes; And all ſuch as 
| ee Cull 
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Cull and meltthe currant Coyns of the Nation, to forfeie 
treblethevalue, of the monies,they have melted or cauſed 
to bee melted : And by the Stattirt& of 6 Ed.s.cap. 19. who 
ſdever gives more for Gbld or Silver, then-je is or ſhall bee 
declared by theKingsProcamation to be currant for within 
this his Highneſs Realm; - chat all the ſaid coyned monies 
gold or ſilver, fo exchanged & every part and parcel thereof 
ſhall be forfit, and the parties ſo offending,ſhall ſuffer 
Impriſonment, by the ſpace of one year, and make fine at 
the. Kings Pleaſure. | 

- I have fortheſe many years, preſſed for an act of Parlas 
ment-to' bee'/ made: =ccording to the Starute of 14:Rich, 2. 
cap 12.:for Comiſhons,togo through the Nation, to en- 
quire of ſuch as have conveyed the gold and filver, our of 
Englatid, to the prejudice and  damayr of the Nation. 
9, Hl, 7. cap. 3- 17.Rih. 2. cap. 1. 2. H, 4.cap. 4. 
4: H. 4. cap. 16, * g9.H.s, cap.t.' 2.H.6.cap.6. 4H. 
cap. 13. 't.{8.cap.1;. By all theſe afarclaid Laws and 
Statutes, your Highnels's predeceſſors endeavored ftricktly 
to looke tothe preſervation of the Coyns of the Nation. ... 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 


4\ Here was about twenty milions of gold and filver, 
coyned inthe Tower, from the year 1622.to 2645 
as will appear by the My at books, upon a calculas 

tion ( which The (lerkes can quickly finde out toa penny ) 
and all this gold is already tranſported, the currant ſilver 
coyns all coed and the heavieſt tranſported or melted to 
make gold and filver lace,and that monies which remains 
is clipped and light. And theſe miſcheifs haye been ated 
by perticuler perlons and will every day increaſ, without 
ſome ſpeedy and timely remedy bee had, to find outthe 
Offendors. 
" The'currantSilyer coyns of the Nation have been greatly 
ſpent, in taking the manufaRure of gold and ſtlver ye, 
| thread &c. 
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thread &c. formerly in theyears, from 1624,to i530. There 
becing then a war vith Spain, Starling filver was ſold, 
by the Goldſmiths for five (hilling and threepenceand five 
ſhilling and four.pence, the ounce, Nove the money in the 
Tower is coyned at five anda pence,Sotharall bur the'clip+ 
ped and yerie light mony was melted dovvn, to-make plate 
and gold and Silyer wyer and thread. And this was known 
to bee the generall praQtice, of almoſt all the Goldſmiths 
and Refiners in London. |} moſt humbly {ay. There is 
neyer an honeſt Goldſmith in London,that will have the 
face to deny thisto bee a trueth, Silver yyas then- ſo ſcarce 
thatin payment of athauſand. pounds you ſhould receiv 
nine hundred peunds in gold, and then in 1629, men 
were troubled - to get ſilver monie for gold, Silver was fo 
ſcarce : The Eaſt India company. honghe up in thoſe years, 
Spaniſh monie and dollers and gave four ſhilling 10 pence 
a peice for them, which is ave pence ina peice of Eight 
more then they will make in the Mint. | 


Now your Highnes hath a warr with Spain the fountain of 
Silver is diverted for the preſent, ſo th4 ſilver riſeth, and ſo con« 
ſequently the Goldſmith weighs ad culls all the Silver, that paſſeth 
tbrough bis hands, 4nd as the market riſeth fo doth the Goldſmith 
lighten bus plummet, or weight bee culls the Mony of the » Nation 
with , till at laſt they will cull and melt it all up... 

Som Goldſmiths. in. Lumbert ſtreet, (contrary to the law) have 
bougbt and ſold Milions of Gold till now at laſt, they bave boughtxe- 
ould all the Gold out of the Nation, and the currant Silver coyn 
of this Nation, is following after a.great pace, and will ftil. fol 
low except a ſtrift Law bee made to diſcover the. offendors, . and 
bring them to ſevere juſtice to detery others, there will be no 
left in the Nation. neither gold nor ſilver. 'The ſad effefts of Juch 
a _ is not ſuddenly apprehended, for no great a&tion can be 
don bjthout gronie ; And the long Parlament though they could not 
then agree, for the paſſing of an at againſt the Tranſporters of 
Gold and Silver, yet they excepted all ſuch as tranſported Gold or 
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Silver, or culled or melted the currant coyns, or bought or ſol gol 
and ſilver, contrary to the Laws and ſtatutes of the Nation from 
the ganerall Pardon. A Commiſ$ion to enquire and find out the 
offendors,direfted to ſkillfull diſcreet perſons,and authorized by aft 
of Parlament, according to former preſidents will bring in yood 
ſtore of monies towards the payments of publique debts. 

May it pleaſ your Fighneſs ( for the *teoulating of Guld and 
Silver thread ) If the Refiners and wyer drawers bee not tyed to 
refine all the fulver for their manufactures, in one place, and not to 
melt any ſilver but what ſhall bce Imported from beyond the 
Seas, or ſhall proceed from burnt ſilver, Returns of thtir Man - 
faFure, and this:to bee duely and ſt ifHly enjoyned them, and that 
culling and melting of the currant Silver monie of the Nati, 
for theſe manufaftures Bee, for the future, made Fellonie , and 
ſtricke Rules and. ordinances to proeent all the frauds formerly 
praftiſed both by the Refiners and wyer-drawers, (which offences 
are by me moſt bumbly preſented to your highneſs ,& the Parlament 
for a redreſs and reformation ) If there bee not ſuch officers and 
Mimiſters appointed as aforeſaid, T his manufaCture will never bee 
regulated nor the frauds prevented, I do alſo implore ycur 
Eligbneſs Grace and Juſttee for the Reſtoring mee tomy place which 
I had, and to have ſuch fees as formerly I 'Kecerved, and Ito war- 
rant the Manufafture to bee juſtly made to the nation,or pay the 
damage to any that are aamnified by any gold or ſilver thread ſealed 
in my Office. And that your Highneſs and the Parlament will bee 
graciouſly pleaſed out of your Bentgnity favorabily to accept of theſe 
your loyall ſubje&ts Endeavors to do your Highneſs and the common 
wealth moſt humble and faithfull ſervice ; which ſhall for ever ob- 
lige mee dayly to. proceed, and for ever to Remam your humbleſt 
Loyall Subje8. | P. | 


September. 29, 1656. 


Thomas Violet, * 
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